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Service of Lessons and Prayers 
 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE 

 

(The assembly stands as you are comfortable) 
 

GREETING 
L: The peace of God that surpasses understanding, the love of Christ that guards our 

hearts and minds, and the joy and consolation of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
C: And also with you. 
 

L: Let us take courage in times of uncertainty. 
C: God’s light will surely shine. 
 

L: Let us follow wherever God leads. 
C: God’s guidance is surely true. 
 

L: Let us receive the Lord anew. 
C: God’s salvation has surely come. 
 Come, Lord, Jesus, come. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
L: Let us pray. 
C: Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet 

more wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the 
one who came to share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen.  

 

GATHERING SONG       “O, Come, All Ye Faithful”                                     R283 

 
 

Grace Lutheran Church 
December 30 &31, 2023 

 
Grace Lutheran’s Purpose Statement 

 

“We share God’s love by welcoming all and 
making a Christ-like difference in our community and world.” 



(the assembly may be seated) 
 
 

FIRST READING 
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me;  
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to 

This selection is in the public domain. 



proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of 
the LORD's favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn;  
to provide for those who mourn in Zion - to give them a garland instead of ashes, the 
oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 
They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, to display his 
glory. They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former 
devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many 
generations. For I the LORD love justice. I hate robbery and wrongdoing: I will 
faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with 
them. Their descendants shall be known among the nations, and their offspring 
among the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge that they are a people whom 
the LORD has blessed. I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall 
exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has 
covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a 
garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth 
its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up. so the Lord GOD 
will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations.  

 

FIRST HYMN       “Hark, the Glad Sound!”                                                    R239 

This selection is in the public domain. 



SECOND READING 
Micah 5:2-4 

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from 
you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old.  
from ancient days.  Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is 
in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of 
Israel. And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the 
majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they shall live secure, for now he 
shall be great to the ends of the earth:  

 

SECOND HYMN       “O Little Town of Bethlehem”                                            R279 
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THIRD READING 
Isaiah 11:1-10 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his 
roots. The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear 
of the LORD. His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by 
what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear: but with righteousness he shall 
judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth: he shall strike the 
earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the 
wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist. and faithfulness the belt 
around his loins. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with 
the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead 
them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together: and the 
lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den. They will not hurt or 
destroy on all my holy mountain: for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the 
LORD as the waters cover the sea. On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a 
signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be 
glorious.  

 

THIRD HYMN       “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”                                          R272 



FOURTH READING 
Isaiah 40:1-11 

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and 
cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received 
from the LORD's hand double for all her sins. A voice cries out: "In the wilderness 
prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low:  
the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory 
of the LORD shall be revealed. and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of 
the LORD has spoken." A voice says, "Cry out!" And I said, "What shall I cry?"  
All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass 
withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the LORD blows upon it: surely the 
people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades: but the word of our God will 
stand forever. Get you up to a high mountain. O Zion, herald of good tidings: lift up 
your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear: 
say to the cities of Judah, "Here is your God!" See, the Lord GOD comes with 
might, and his arm rules for him: his reward is with him, and his recompense before 
him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd: he will gather the lambs in his arms,  
and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.  
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FOURTH HYMN       “Go Tell it on the Mountain”                                             R290 

FIFTH READING 
Isaiah 9:2-7 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a 
land of deep darkness - on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation,  
you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as 
people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar 
across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of 
Midian. For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in 
blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son 
given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall 
grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his 
kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from 
this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.  
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FIFTH HYMN       “It Came upon the Midnight Clear”                                      R282 

 
 

SIXTH READING 
Luke 2:8-20 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not 
be afraid; for see - I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to 
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This 
will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 
praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace 
among those whom he favors!" When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, 
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the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing 
that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." So they went with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they 
saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who 
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these 
words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.  

 

SIXTH HYMN       “Angels We Have Heard on High”                                       R289 

 

SEVENTH READING 
John 1:1-14 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, 
and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him 
was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, 
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and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name 
was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe 
through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The 
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the 
world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 
him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to 
all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children 
of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, 
but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 
glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.  

 

SEVENTH HYMN       “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”                                     R270 
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(The assembly stands as they are comfortable) 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, 
   who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
   He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again; 
   He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
   the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

Offering (The assembly may be seated) 
 

DOXOLOGY  (the assembly stands as they are comfortable & sings as the gifts are brought forward) 

OFFERING PRAYER   Unison 
 

Gracious and Loving God, you have brought us again to the glad season when 
we celebrate the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that his spirit 
may be born anew in our hearts this day and that we may joyfully welcome him 
to reign over us. Open our ears that we may hear again the angelic chorus of 
old. Open our lips that we, too, may sing with uplifted hearts.  Glory to God, in 
the highest, and on earth, peace, goodwill toward all; through Jesu Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 



P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed our duty and our joy…(concluding)...we praise your name and join  
 their unending hymn: 
 

P:   Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life… 
      In the night in which he was betrayed…(concluding)...one God, now and forever.   
     Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER (in unison)      
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, 
   forever and ever.  Amen. 

 



P: Glory to God in the highest.  Come to the table of peace. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION-  (all who desire to receive Christ’s presence are welcome to 
the Eucharist.) 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
“Angels From the Realms of Glory”                R275 
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“The First Noel”         R300 
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(The assembly stands as you are comfortable) 

 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. 

C: Amen. 
 

Post-communion Prayer   

 

P: Let us pray...We give you thanks, O God, 
C: That in this bread and cup of Christ’s very life, you give us food for our 

journey.  As you led the magi by a star, as you brought the holy family home 
again, guide us on the way unfolding before us.  Wherever we go, may our lives 
proclaim good news of great joy in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
 

BLESSING 
P: Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, proclaimed joy through the angels, 
 sent the shepherds with good news, and led the magi by a star, bless you this day ☩  

through the Word made flesh. 
C: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG     “Joy to the World”                  R267 

 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 

 
WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT GRACE LUTHERAN 

A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  
We are glad to have you here worshiping with us.  For visitors, we would be glad to tell 
you more about Grace Lutheran and how we share God's love. Please leave the best way 
to contact you on the visitor sheets in the Sanctuary Narthex or the Office Lobby or use 
the bulletin and give it to an usher.  
 

COFFEE HOUR AFTER SUNDAY WORSHIP  
Join us for a time of fellowship with coffee/tea/juice and treats 

in the Fellowship Hall off the Office Lobby after our Sunday worship.  
 

IN OUR PRAYERS  
Bonnie Urlaub, Mary Barney-Bock, Eleanor Coddington, Sandy Malaski, Janet 
Chroninger, Bonnie Cross, Elfie Jahnke, Budd & Marlene Jobson, Harry Kautz, Lisa 
Wooll, Kristin Berles, Don Barnard, Meredith Smith, Robert Larsen, Vicki Piontkowski, 
Elaine Hatch, Scott Lancaster, Gerald Lancaster, Dorothy Hansen, Larry & Emma 
Nelson, Michele Amelotte, Jim Malaski, Kathy Rettell -- Annie Olsen, Reed Domrase, 
Brenda Donajkowski, Carl Smith, Rev. Laraine Sundin, Rev. Sarah Samuelson, Arlene 
Bettega, Judy Cattin, Sarah Cattin, Linda, Kaye Harry, Sandra Beck, Kevin Carlson, 
Laura Fettes (Don Cross’ granddaughter), Arlie Prevost, Donna Kendziorski, Jeff 
Kendziorski, Geraldine Rhoads, James Marculewicz, Herb Schiller, Ann Haske, Joanne 
Coughlin, Jimmy Lappan, Donna Hatch, Jordyn, Maggie, Emily Cross, and Joseph 
Hansen.   

 
 

PRAYER PARTNERS 
From the LARCC (Lutheran, Anglican, Roman Catholic and Congregational UCC) 
parishes of Alpena, this weekend we pray for the Catholic Women of Alpena at All 
Saints Catholic Parish. Our Synod Prayer Partner for this week: Ascension Lutheran 
Church/Kentwood, Father Michael Wernick, and Bishop Craig Satterlee and Synod 
Staff.  
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UNDECORATE THE CHURCH - SUNDAY JANUARY 7TH 
After we celebrate the coming of the Wisemen Sunday morning, help take down the 
decorations from the sanctuary and church after worship. 
 
HELP NEEDED  
Someone, or a Team, to keep our outside sign up to date with latest events and 
announcements. Every week or two to change letters. See Pastor Tom for more info.  
 
QUILTERS NEWS 
The Quilters gave 10 lap robes to the Blue Horizon Group Home for Developmentally 
Disabled Adults. Thank you to the Tuesday morning group for sharing your ministry of 
time and gifts with others.   
 
ADULT CE FOR JANUARY 14 
Honoring Our Neighbor's Faith - Methodist Traditions  
Our Sunday morning class returns to exploring other Christian denominations by 
looking at the Methodist traditions. The United Methodist Church is a full communion 
partner with the ELCA. The UMC is currently undergoing a split with many churches 
leaving. We will explore the tradition and where they are today.  
 
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF (LWR) PERSONAL CARE KITS 
Once again we will be collecting items for LWR Personal Care Kits. Please contribute 
what you are able to. Items needed for each kit (new items please): 

 

 One light-weight bath-size towel (20”x40” to 52”x27”), dark color 
recommended 

 2-3 bath-size bars of soap totaling 8-9 oz, in original packaging (no mini-hotel 
size bars, please) 

 One adult-size toothbrush in its original packaging (toothbrush multi-packs may 
be used by sealing an individual toothbrush in a business-size envelope; no 
plastic bags or wrap) 

 One sturdy comb (no picks or fine toothed combs) 
 One metal nail clippers (attached file optional) 

 

 

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please mark the envelope “Personal 
Care Kits.” If writing a check, please make it out to “Grace Lutheran Church.” 
 

Collection will take place throughout January 2024.  Items may be placed in tall basket 
just outside the Fellowship Hall. 
 
 
 
 
 



THANK YOU TO ALL - WHO HELPED MAKE CHRISTMAS EVE & WEEKEND 
SERVICES HAPPEN 
Without all of you, we could not have done it for about 32 more people  on Christmas 
Eve this year than last. 
From decorators, bell choir, chancel choir, altar guild, ushers, greeters, acolyte & 
crucifer, lectors, communion assistants, livestream team who did their part, THANK 
YOU. To those who stepped up and pitched in where needed. THANK YOU. To those 
who filled in at the last minute, THANK YOU. To the staff who also had extra work for 
the services on the weekend, THANK YOU. Pastor Tom 
 
THANK YOU - FROM PASTOR TOM 
Thank you to the congregation for the Christmas gift that you gave me. It is special and 
appreciated. I am thinking of some special photography projects this year that it will 
help make possible. Again, thank you. 
 
ALTAR GUILD HELP NEEDED 
We are in need of help on Sunday mornings in January and February for Altar Guild 
clean up following our morning service.  If you are able to help with this please contact 
the church office.  Thanks! 
 
NEW CHURCH ACCOMPANIST FOR ORGAN AND/OR PIANO 
We have reposted the announcement on our Facebook page. Your specifically 
"sharing" the post, beyond just liking, will spread the word more online. Thank 
you.  
 
SUNDAY WORSHIP LIVESTREAMED AND RECORDED 
Our Sunday worship service is livestreamed, shown on the internet, as it is happening 
and recorded for viewing online later. People in the sanctuary attending the Sunday 
service may be seen as part of the livestream and recording.  
 
  



GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
119 W. Dunbar St., Alpena, MI  49707 

Phone:  Office  989-354-2640 
Web Site:  www.gracelutheran-alpena.org      

 

Pastor:  Rev. Thomas W. Orth 
Pastor’s Home   989-356-8729        Pastor’s Cell  Phone   989-916-8759 

 

E-mail:   
pastor@gracelutheran-alpena.org 

officemanager@gracelutheran-alpena.org 

 

                         Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/gracelutheranalpena 

HAPPENING THIS WEEK! 
   
 

  Sunday - 31st 
   9:00 am   Sunday School 
   9:00 am   Choir Practice 
   9:30 am Worship 
           

Monday - 1st 
            CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
            

Tuesday - 2nd 
   8am-noon Church Office Open 
   9:00 am Sewing/Quilting 
   11:00 am Pastors Text Study 
            

Wednesday - 3rd 
   8am-noon Church Office Open 
   6:00 pm Bells 
      

 Thursday - 4th 
     8am-noon Church Office Open 
   8am-2pm Kitchen Reserved 
        
Friday - 5th 
   8am-noon Church Office Open 
   8am-2pm Kitchen Reserved 
          

Saturday - 6th 
    5:30 pm Worship 

 
 

Large print worship folders 
& hearing assistance devices 

are available from ushers 

SERVING DECEMBER 30/31 
 

Ministers .................................... God’s People 
Pastor ...................................... Rev. Tom Orth 
Music Director....................... Claire Schreiber 
Recorded Accompaniment..Kat Tomaszewski 
Comm. Asst. . Wayne & Chris Christopherson 
Ushers ..... Gary & Kay Grove, Rick Engstrom, 
                  Cindy Domrase (Saturday) 
Greeters  ....... Wayne & Chris Christopherson 
Altar Guild .............................. Gentry Family 
Livestream Team .......... Dawn Anderson, Jan 
                                        Charter, Don LaBarre 
Counters ....... Wayne & Chris Christopherson, 
                        Darlene Freel 
Coffee Hour .......... Anne Gentry, Vicki Cripps 

 
SERVING JANUARY 6/7 

 

Ministers .................................... God’s People 
Pastor ...................................... Rev. Tom Orth 
Music Director....................... Claire Schreiber 
Recorded Accompaniment..Kat Tomaszewski 
Lector ................................... Sharon Engstrom 
Communion Asst. .. Joe Gentry, Wayne Lewis 
Ushers ............ Wayne & Chris Christopherson 
Greeters  ............................ Bill & Nancy Platt 
Altar Guild ............... Arlis St. Charles (Set Up) 

Livestream Team .......... Dawn Anderson, Jan 
                                        Charter, Don LaBarre 
Counters ............................ Gary & Kay Grove 
Coffee Hour ................... Joel & Cindy Suszek 


