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GATHERING 
 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE     “The Strife is O’er”     Bell Choir 
                          Arr. Douglas E. Wagner © 1991 Agape.  Permission to stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 
  

(the assembly stands as they are comfortable)  

 

(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.) 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the life beyond all death, the joy beyond all  
 sorrow, our everlasting home. 
 

C: Amen. 
 
P: Rejoicing in Christ’s victory over sin and death, let us come before God who calls us 

to repentance. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

P: God of life, 
 
C: By the resurrection of your Son, You make everything new.  Newness scares us, 

and we confess to shutting our doors in fear.  We have not listened to voices 
that challenge us.  We have resisted the Holy Spirit moving us in new 
directions.  Our hearts are slow to believe your promises.  Forgive us, O God, 
and renew us to embrace without fear the new life You have given us in Jesus 
Christ.  Amen. 

 
P: People of God:  Christ is alive, and death has lost its power.  Through the waters of 

baptism we have been born anew by the living word of God.  Know that our sins are 
forgiven in +Jesus’ name and that the Spirit of the risen Christ is alive in us both 
now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Grace Lutheran Church 
April 4 &5, 2026 

 

Grace Lutheran’s Purpose Statement 
 

“We share God’s love by welcoming all and 
making a Christ-like difference in our community and world.” 
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GATHERING HYMN                   “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”   R365 

 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

 

This selection is in the public domain. 
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KYRIE 

Text: Gracia Grindal © 1998 Augsburg Fortress.  Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense 
#A-708784. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

Text: Martin A. Seltz; Music: Ludwig van Beethoven.  Text © 1998 Augsburg Fortress.  Permission to reprint/stream 
this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 

 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive and 
has become the Lord of life. Increase in our minds and hearts the risen life we 
share with Christ, and help us to grow as your people toward the fullness of 
eternal life with you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC     “Praise to the Lord”     Bell Choir 
                                    Arr. Douglas E. Wagner © 1991 Agape.  Permission to stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 

 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Acts 10:34-43 
 

Peter’s sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army officer, is a 
summary of the essential message of Christianity: Everyone who believes in Jesus, 
whose life, death, and resurrection fulfilled the words of the prophets, receives 
forgiveness of sins through his name. 
 

34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no 
partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching 
peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, 
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed 
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing 
good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We 
are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death 
by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to 
appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and 
who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to 
preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the 
living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes 
in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

 

L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Ps. 118:24) 

 
1Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good; 
  God’s mercy endures forever. 
 

2Let Israel now declare, 
  “God’s mercy endures forever.” 
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14The Lord is my strength and my song, 
  and has become my salvation. 
 

15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 
  “The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly! 
 

16The right hand of the Lord is exalted! 
  The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly!” 
 

17I shall not die, but live, 
  and declare the works of the Lord.  
 

18The Lord indeed punished me sorely, 
  but did not hand me over to death. 
 

19Open for me the gates of righteousness; 
  I will enter them and give thanks to the Lord. 
 

20“This is the gate of the Lord; 
  here the righteous may enter.” 
 

21I give thanks to you, for you have answered me 
  and you have become my salvation.  
 

22The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the chief cornerstone. 
 

23By the Lord has this been done; 
  it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 

24This is the day that the Lord has made; 
  let us rejoice and be glad in it.  

 

Colossians 3:1-4 

 

Easter means new life for us as it first meant new life for Christ. His resurrection 
reshapes the entire focus and motivation for our lives since we are now hidden with 
the risen Christ in God. 
 

1If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on 
things that are on earth, 3for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in 
God. 4When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with 
him in glory. 

 

L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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(The assembly stands as they are comfortable for the Gospel) 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

P: The Holy Gospel according to John.   
C:  Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

John 20:1-18 
John’s gospel describes the confusion and excitement of the first Easter: the stone is 
moved, disciples race back and forth, and angels speak to a weeping woman. Then, 
Jesus himself appears. 
 

1Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to 
the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2So she ran and 
went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to 
them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they 
have laid him.” 3Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 
4The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the 
tomb first. 5He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he 
did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He 
saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not 
lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8Then the other 
disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as 
yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10Then the 
disciples returned to their homes. 11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As 
she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; 12and she saw two angels in white, 
sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the 
feet. 13They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They 
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have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14When 
she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not 
know that it was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom 
are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you 
have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 
16Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, 
“Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, 
because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to 
them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’ ” 
18Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and 
she told them that he had said these things to her. 

 

P: The Gospel of Our Lord.       
C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

HOMILY 
 

(The assembly stands as they are comfortable) 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY              “Christ Is Risen! Alleluia!” R382 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
  He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again; 
  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 
 (Response after each petition) 

P: Merciful God, 
C: receive our prayer. 

 
MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Christ. 
OFFERING   
 

 
 

This selection is in the public domain. 
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OFFERTORY  (the assembly stands as they are comfortable and sings as the gifts are brought 
forward) 

Words: M F C Wilson. Text copyright 1988, Lorenz Publishing, All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
OneLicense.net #A-708789 
 

P: Let us pray...Merciful God, 
accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a table 
before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. 
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may 
follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise…(concluding)…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:                                          
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER/WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Blessed are you, O God of the universe… 
 With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we 
 proclaim the mystery of faith: 

P: O God of resurrection and new life: … 
 Grace our table with your presence. 
C: Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

P: Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread… 
 Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 
C: Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

P: With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with  
 sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and  
 forever. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
  

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, 
   forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
(All who desire to receive Christ’s presence in bread and wine are welcome to participate in the Eucharist) 

 

COMMUNION HYMN      “Thine the Amen”    R826 
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(the assembly stands as they are comfortable) 

 

P: Let us pray...Holy One, 
through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all 
things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, 
and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

 

BLESSING 
 

P: The God of all grace, who has called us to eternal glory in Christ, restore, support, 
strengthen, and + bless us by the power of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 
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SENDING HYMN             “Thine Is the glory”                                                        R376 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

P: Go in peace.  Share the good news.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 
 

This selection is in the public domain. 
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POSTLUDE 

 

       

 
 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT GRACE LUTHERAN 
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  

We are glad to have you here worshiping with us.  For visitors, we would be glad to tell 
you more about Grace Lutheran and how we share God's love. Please leave the best way 
to contact you on the visitor sheets in the Sanctuary Narthex or the Office Lobby or use 
the bulletin and give it to an usher.  
 
EASTER BREAKFAST POTLUCK 
Please join us for our Easter Breakfast Potluck following the 9:30 Sunday morning 
worship service. 
 
IN OUR PRAYERS  
Myra Cross, Larry Garant, Patti Tucker, Bonnie Cross, Darlene Freel, Hope Kamyszek, 
Bill Whitscell, Sandy Malaski, Janet Chroninger, Elfie Jahnke, Marlene Jobson, 
Meredith Smith, Robert Larsen, Elaine Hatch, Scott Lancaster, Dorothy Hansen, Emma 
Nelson, Michele Amelotte, Jim Malaski -- Tamyra Rychlinski, Tom Watson, Amy, 
Chuck, Ho-Ok Nam Lin (Pastor Seok Nam Lin’s mother), Maria Shelton, Paul Kroll, 
Jim Marquardt, Aggie Jakubiak, Jerry McConnell, Lisa Creger, Lynsie, Becky & Dante, 
Willow & Tato, Lyle Beck, Candy & Tom Laughlin, Margaret Kamyszek, Michelle, 
Joan Vanover, Paige Lancewicz, Mychele Allmacher, Daphne Flack, Linda, Kaye 
Harry, Sandra Beck, Laura Fettes (Don Cross’ granddaughter), Donna Kendziorski, Jeff 
Kendziorski, Herb Schiller, Jimmy Lappan, Donna Hatch, Jordyn, Maggie, and Joseph 
Hansen. Military: Will Stafford (Rich & Sherie McTaggart’s grandson), Amelia Berles, 
US Air Force Pilot Training, and Michael Herrmann, US Air Force.   
 

Our prayer list is redone each month. If you, or a family member, would like to continue on the prayer 
list, please call the office (354-2640).  
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PRAYER PARTNERS 
From the LARCC (Lutheran, Anglican, Roman Catholic and Congregational UCC) 
parishes of Alpena, this weekend we pray for the Church Leadership at First 
Congregational UCC. Our Synod Prayer Partners for this week: Hope Lutheran/Rhodes, 
Rev. Roger Bauer; and Bishop Julie Schneider-Thomas and Synod Staff.  
 
PRAYER LETTERS 
Please sign the prayer letter(s) each week that we send out telling other churches and 
ministries they have been included in our prayers. Fill the page with our names. The 
letter(s) are on the podium by the table in the Office Lobby.  
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL BREAK 
We will not meet on March 29 and April 5.  Sunday School will resume on April 12.  
 
ICE STORM DAMAGE  
If you have experienced ice storm damage, or know of someone who has, and need 
assistance with the cost, please contact the Office. We have funds available to help.  
 
CHRIST IN OUR HOME DEVOTIONAL FOR APRIL THROUGH JUNE 
Christ in Our Home devotionals for April through June are in.  Pick one up on the 
cabinet in the Office Lobby.  
 
GRACE LUTHERAN SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS NOW AVAILABLE 
Scholarship Applications are now available in the church office. Please email or call  
the office to request an application: officemanager@gracelutheran-alpena.org or   
989-354-2640. Deadline to apply is April 15th.   
 
SUNDAY WORSHIP LIVESTREAMED AND RECORDED 
Our Sunday worship service is livestreamed, shown on the internet, as it is happening 
and recorded for viewing online later. People in the sanctuary attending the Sunday 
service may be seen as part of the livestream and recording.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:officemanager@gracelutheran-alpena.org
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In Memory of  Given by 
 
Ernest & Dorothy Shores  Tuffy & Bonnie Cross 
D. H. & Virginia Riley 
 
Joseph, Dorothy & Michael Gentry  Dawn & Joseph Gentry 
Dennis & Drew Diamond 
 
Sandi, John & Kevin Carlson  Sharon & Rick Engstrom 
Peter Engstrom 
 
Dale Schultz  Pat & Girls 
 
Ryan Marie Szymanski  Dad, Mom, Madi & Izzy 
Always in Our Heart 
 
Annette Wade  Steven, Caitlin, Lucas, 
     Marco & Owen Wade 
 
Our Parents,  Ed & Donna Czarnecki 
   Don & Helen Luoma 
   Ed & Mary Ann Czarnecki 
 
Harry & Jeanette Grove  Joel & Cindy Suszek 
 

Easter 
Flowers 
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In Memory of  Given by 
 
Mom, Jeannine Clayton  Janet Bettega 
 
George & Phyllis VanWormer  Randy & Diane Prevost 
Arlie & Rena Prevost 
 

In Honor of  Given by 
 

Grandchildren,  Gary & Kay Grove 
   Kevin, Katelyn & Ethan 
 
Our Children & Grandchildren  Joel & Cindy Suszek 
 
Evelyn, Fiona & Theo  Audrey Garant 
 
Daughter, Kristine &  Mom, Dorene Schultz 
Husband, Brock Johnson 
& Wonderful Grandchildren 
 
In Celebration of Our Marriage  Larry Rettell & Nancy Platt 
On March 23, 2026 
 
Patricia Schultz The Haske Family 
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HAPPENING THIS WEEK! 

 
 
 

  Sunday – 5th  
       NO Sunday School 
   9:30 am   Worship 
       Easter Breakfast follows 
       this service 
 
 
 

Monday - 6th 
   CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
   6:00 pm   Remembering Our 
       Children     
 

Tuesday - 7th 
   8am-noon   Church Office Open 
   9:00 am   Sewing/Quilting     
 
 

Wednesday - 8th 
   8am-noon   Church Office Open   
        

Thursday - 9th 
   8am-noon   Church Office Open 
   8am-2pm   Kitchen Reserved 
   5:30 pm   Catechism   
      

Friday - 10th 
   8am-noon   Church Office Open 
   8am-2pm   Kitchen Reserved   
    

Saturday - 11th 
   5:00 pm    Worship  

 

 

SERVING APRIL 4/5 
Ministers ........................................... God’s People 
Pastor...............................................Rev. Tom Orth 
Music Director ...................................... Claire Witt 
Organist.................................... ..Kat Tomaszewski 
Comm. Asst. ............... Nancy Platt, Mary Rowader 
Lector .................................................. Ruby Haske 
Ushers ....................... Matt, Everett & Olivia Haske 
                                    Wayne Lewis (Saturday) 

Greeters  ................................ Joel & Cindy Suszek 
Altar Guild ....................  Nancy Platt, Vicki Cripps 
Livestream Team ..... Dawn Anderson, Jan Charter,   
                                   Don LaBarre, Alex Struble 
Counters ................................... Gary & Kay Grove 
Coffee Hour ................... .Easter Breakfast Potluck 

 
 
 
 

SERVING APRIL 11/12 
Ministers ........................................... God’s People 
Pastor...............................................Rev. Tom Orth 
Music Director ...................................... Claire Witt 
Organist.................................... ..Kat Tomaszewski 
Comm. Asst. ............... Nancy Platt, Mary Rowader 
Lector ................................................. Brandi Stone 
Ushers ....................... Matt, Everett & Olivia Haske 
                                    Wayne Lewis (Saturday) 

Greeters  ................... Dawn Anderson, Pat Schultz, 
                                    Bruno Hirzel 
Altar Guild ....................  Nancy Platt, Vicki Cripps 
Livestream Team ..... Dawn Anderson, Jan Charter,   
                                   Don LaBarre, Alex Struble 
Counters ................................... Gary & Kay Grove 
Coffee Hour ......................... .Joel & Cindy Suszek 

GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
119 W. Dunbar St., Alpena, MI  49707 

Phone:  Office  989-354-2640 
Web Site:  www.gracelutheran-alpena.org      

Give online at www.gracelutheran-alpena.org 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Thomas W. Orth 
Pastor’s Home   989-356-8729        Pastor’s Cell  Phone   989-916-8759 

E-mail:   
pastor@gracelutheran-alpena.org 

officemanager@gracelutheran-alpena.org 
 

 Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/gracelutheranalpena 

 

View our services 
on YouTube 

 

 

Large print worship folders & hearing 
assistance devices are available from ushers 


