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Grace Lutheran Church
June 12 & 13, 2021

Grace Lutheran’s Purpose Statement

“We share God’s love by welcoming all and

making a Christ-like difference in our community and world.”

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME
PRELUDE

(The assembly stands as you are able)

(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.)

P:

C:
P:

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the
God of mercy.
Amen.

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P:
C:

God, our provider,

help us. Itis hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways
when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our
own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your
teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn?
Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen.

Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, we are fed and nourished.
By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus,

+ the bread of life, we are shown God’s mercy: we are forgiven and loved into
abundant life.

: Amen.




GATHERING HYMN  “We Walk By Faith”
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1 We walk by faith and not by sight; with
2 We may not touch your hands and side, nor
3 Help then, O Lord, our un - be - lief; and
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gra - cious words draw near, O Christ, who spoke as
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none e’er spoke:  “My peace be with you here.”
we re - joice, and cry, “My Lord and God!”
you are near and seek where you are found:
and the word, be - neath the bread and wine.
as you are, with full and end - less sight.

Text: Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt.
Music: SHANTI, Marty Haugen, b, 1950

Music © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 8, Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442,3358,

All rights reserved, Used by permission,

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A4-708784. All rights reserved.

GREETING

P: The steadfast love of God never ceases.
C: God’s mercies never come to an end.

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit

be with you all.
C: And also with you.




KYRIE

Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer.
We come to hear your living word; it saves us from despair.

Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may begin.

Have mercy on us, Lord; make sin and shame depart.
Renew us with your saving pow’r; create in us new hearts!
Text: Gracia Grindal © 1998 Augsburg Fortress.

HYMN OF PRAISE
Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth.
Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth:
we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise.

Text: Martin A. Seltz © 1998 Augsburg Fortress. Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #4-708784. All
rights reserved.

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into
yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those
in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.

SCRIPTURE READINGS

Ezekiel 17:22-24
Tree imagery is used in a messianic prophecy to tell how the LORD will choose
someone from Judah’s royal family (the cedar tree) to reign over all creation. This
tree will be planted on Mount Zion, the location of the holy temple.

**Thus says the Lord Gop: I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a cedar; I
will set it out. I will break off a tender one from the togmost of its young twigs; |
myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. *On the mountain height of
Israel I will plant it, in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, and become
a noble cedar. Under it every kind of bird will live; in the shade of its branches will
nest winged creatures of every kind. *All the trees of the field shall know that I am
the Lorp. I bring low the high tree, I make high the low tree; I dry up the green tree
and make the dry tree flourish. I the LorD have spoken; I will accomplish it.

L: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.



Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15
The righteous shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon. (Ps. 92:12)

"t is a good thing to give thanks to the LoRD,
to sing praise to your name, O Most High;

’to herald your love in the morning
and your faithfulness at night;

Son the psaltery, and on the lyre,
and to the melody of the harp.

*For you have made me glad by your acts, O LORD;
and I shout for joy because of the works of your hands.

"The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree,
and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon.

PThose who are planted in the house of the LORD
shall flourish in the courts of our God;

"they shall still bear fruit in old age;
they shall be green and succulent;

"“that they may show how upright the LoRb is,
my rock, in whom there is no injustice.

2 Corinthians 5:6-10 [11-13] 14-17
Paul encourages believers to live by faith and not by sight. We do not consider Jesus
from a human perspective but through the eyes of faith, believing he died for all and
was raised. All who are in Christ are now in God’s new creation.

5So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the
body we are away from the Lord—for we walk by faith, not by sight. *Yes, we do
have confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the
Lord. °So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. '°For
all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive
recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or evil. ['' Therefore,
knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we ourselves are well
known to God, and I hope that we are also well known to your consciences. *We are
not commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an opportunity to boast
about us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast in outward appearance
and not in the heart. *For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our
right mind, it is for you. ] "*For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are
convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have died. >And he died for all, so
that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and
was raised for them. '°From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human
point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we



know him no longer in that way. '’So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!

L: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (The assembly stands, as you are able, for the Gospel)

Alleluia. Welcome with meekness the implanted word that has the power to
save your souls. Alleluia.

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.

Mark 4:26-34
Jesus frequently uses parables to teach ordinary people as they are able to hear and
understand. Images of sowing and growing show the vitality of God’s kingdom.

2y esusJ said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the
ground,”’and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and
grow, he does not know how. *The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the
head, then the full grain in the head. *But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in
with his sickle, because the harvest has come.” *°He also said, “With what can we
compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for it? *'It is like a
mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on
earth; **yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and
g)uts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”

*With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it;
**he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private
to his disciples.

P: The Gospel of Our Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.

HOMILY



HYMN OF THE DAY “How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord” (4ssembly stands as you are able)
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1 How clear i1s our vo - ca - tion, Lord, when once we heed your call
2 But if, for-get-ful, we should find your yoke is hard to bear;
3 We mar - vel how your saints be - come in hin-dranc-es more sure;
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if  world-ly pres-sures fray the mind and love it - self can-not un - wind
whose joy-ful vir-tues put to shame the ca-sual way we wear your name,

in old rou-tines or ven-tures new, may we notcease to look to  you,
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that you are Lord of all and will not let us fall.
its tan - gled skein of care: our in-ward life Te - pairL
and by our faults ob - scure your pow’r to cleanse and cure.
the  cross you hung up - on, all you en-deav - ored done.

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903=2000
Music: REPTON, C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848-1918
Text @ 1982 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188, All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A4-708784. All rights reserved.

(The assembly stands as you are able)

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again;
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



INTERCESSORY PRAYERS
(Response after each petition)

P: Let us pray.

C: Have mercy, O God.

OFFERING
OFFERTORY (The assembly stands, as you are able, and sings as the gifis are brought forward)
We place upon your table, Lord,
the food of life, the bread and wine,
as symbols of our daily work,
according to your grand design.
Accept them, Lord; they come from you;
we take them humbly from your hand.
These gifts of yours for higher use,
we offer up as you command.
Text: M.F.C. Wilson © 1988, Lorenz Publishing. Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #4-708784. All rights reserved

Let us pray...Jesus, Bread of life,
: you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of plenty.

Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us
to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

07

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise. .. (concluding)...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P: Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God...
Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim
the mystery of faith:

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.



P: Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit,
in your church, without end.
C: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: The risen Christ invites us to this table.
Come, eat and be satisfied.

HOLY COMMUNION
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
You suffered death our lives to save: have mercy now, we pray.

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
You set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy now, we pray.

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;

Eternal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray.

Text: Martin A. Seltz © 1998 Augsburg Fortress.

Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A4-708784. All rights reserved.
COMMUNION MUSIC

(The assembly stands as you are able)

P: Let us pray...Jesus, Bread of life,

C: we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. As you have
nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own
life. In your name we pray. Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

P: The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, = be upon

you now and forever.
C: Amen.



SENDING HYMN  “For the Fruit of All Creation”
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1 For the fruit of all cre - a - tion, thanks be to God.
2 In the just re - ward of la- bor, God’s will is done.
3 For the har-vests of the Spir-it, thanks be to God.
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For these gifts to ev - ’'ry na - tion, thanks be to  God.
In the help we give  our neigh-bor, God’s will is done.
For the good we all in-her - it,  thanks be to  God.
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For the plow-ing,

sow-ing, reap-ing,
In our world-wide task of car-ing
For the won - ders that as-tound us,

for the hun - gry
for the truths that

si - lent growth while we are sleep-ing,
and de - spair-ing,
still con-found us,
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fu - ture needs in  earth’s safe-keep-ing, thanks be to  God.
in  the har-vests we are shar-ing, God’s will is  done.
most of all, that love has found us, thanks be to  God.

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
Music: AR HYDY NOS, Welsh traditional

Text © 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Reprinted with permission under CCLI #11295441/20816990. All rights reserved.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSAL

P: Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE



PRAYERS

Kelly Pankey, Elaine Hatch, Scott Lancaster, Betty Dulebohn, Paul Denstaedt, Gerald
Lancaster, Charlotte Werth, Hannelore Duenkel & Family (Charlotte Werth’s niece),
Dorothy Hansen, Verna & Tammy Furze, Larry Nelson, Michele Amelotte, Joanne
Nicholls, Deb Nitchman’s Family, Diane Prevost, Harold Kissau, Jim Malaski, Emma
Nelson, Allison, Bishop Craig Satterlee and Synod staff, Carl Ball, Amanda Lema
(Betty Dulebohn’s granddaughter), Lyn Marshall, Joanne Coughlin, Sylvia Rouech,
Jimmy Lappan, Herb Schiller, Donna Hatch, Jordyn, Maggie, Genie Diamond, Laura
Bleau, Sharon Anderson, Becky, Jodi Kennedy Dinnan, Stephanie Bradford, Jamie
Shipman, Betty Kelly, Maria Shelton, Emily Cross, Liz, Lucas David, David Delano
(David’s Dad), Edna Delano, and Joseph Hansen. We also remember the family of
Charlotte Barnard (Don Barnard’s mother), who passed away June 4th.

Our prayer list is redone each month. If you, or a family member, would like to continue
on the prayer list, please call the office (354-2640).

Prayer concerns received by the church office by Tuesday each week will be
included in the coming weekends bulletin. Please do have the person's permission
for inclusion and realize it is published online, so more than our congregation will
know about it.

IN OUR PRAYERS

From the LARCC (Lutheran, Anglican, Roman Catholic and Congregational UCC)
parishes of Alpena, this weekend we pray for the Sunday Supper Program at Trinity
Episcopal Church. Our Synod Prayer Partner for this week: Our Savior’s Lutheran
Church/Edmore.

MASKS ARE OPTIONAL

Following the CDC and Michigan DHHS guidelines for fully vaccinated people, masks
are now optional at Grace. If you are more comfortable wearing a mask for your
circumstances, or if your wearing a mask helps other people be safer we welcome your
doing so. Thank you for helping end this pandemic and take the steps that care for
others.

OUTDOOR WORSHIP - JUNE 26 & 27

We are going to try AGAIN to worship outdoors in our lot across the street, next to the
parking lot IFF THE WEATHER IS WILLING on Saturday and Sunday June 26th and
27th at our usual times. Bring a lawn chair and join us.

If we have to change our plans , the announcement will be on the answering machine,
our website and Facebook page as well as emailed to everyone that we will in the
sanctuary. We have plans to do this one weekend each month during the summer.



RUTH CIRCLE
The Ruth Circle will be having a meeting at the church on June 16th at 1 p.m. All
women of Grace are welcome.

PLEASE RECYCLE BULLETINS AND ENVELOPES
You can place your bulletin and communion wafer envelope in the labelled bin by the
elevator as you leave the sanctuary. Thank you.

SUNDAY WORSHIP LIVESTREAMED AND RECORDED

Our Sunday worship service is livestreamed, shown on the internet, as it is happening
and recorded for viewing online later. People in the sanctuary attending the Sunday
service may be seen as part of the livestream or recording.

CHRIST IN OUR HOMES DEVOTIONAL FOR JULY - SEPTEMBER

Christ in Our Homes Devotional for July-September is available in the Office Lobby.
Pick one up during office hours of Tuesday - Thursday 8 am to noon or call the office
and we will mail one to you.

JUNE BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
June birthdays and anniversaries can be found on our web site on the Birthday page at
www.gracelutheran-alpena.org/2021-birthdays

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
The Church Office is open Tuesday-Thursday, from 8 a.m. - noon

GENERAL FUND GIVING
Average needed each week to meet budget $ 4,489.00

Weekly giving - June 6 3,009.00
We received:

25 envelopes, 11 Simply Giving recurring payments,
and 2 Give+ payments made from our website

GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 119 W. Dunbar St., Alpena, MI 49707
Phone: Office 354-2640 Pastor’s Home 356-8729 Pastor’s Cell Phone 916-8759
Pastor: Rev. Thomas W.Orth ~ Web Site: www.gracelutheran-alpena.org
E-mail: pastor@gracelutheran-alpena.org officemanager@gracelutheran-alpena.org

n Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/gracelutheranalpena




