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GATHERING 
 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

WELCOME/PRELUDE     
 

GATHERING       
 

(the assembly stands as they are comfortable) 
 
 

(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.) 
 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, +  one God, our creator, our protector, our wellspring of 

life. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us 
confess our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
 
 

P: Merciful God, 
C: you speak blessing and compassion into the world. Forgive us for the ways 

we act with judgment, cruelty, or indifference. We ignore the needs of our 
neighbors; we resist your call to oppose injustice; we give in to scarcity and 
fear; we assume the worst about one another. Cleanse us from our faults 
and release us from their grasp. Show us your loving kindness. Restore our 
hearts and repair your world, that we may live in Christ’s ways. Amen. 

 

P: God proclaims these words of assurance: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. I 
have called you by name. You are mine.” In + Christ, we are forgiven. In the Spirit, 
we are made free. Refreshed by the waters of mercy, live anew as beloved children 
of God. 

C: Amen. 
 

 
 

Grace Lutheran Church 
 

Grace Lutheran’s Purpose Statement 
 

“We share God’s love by welcoming all and 
making a Christ-like difference in our community and world.” 
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GATHERING HYMN        “Thy Strong Word” (vs. 1-3) R511 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 
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KYRIE  (verses 1 & 4) 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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P:   The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you. 
 

P:  Let us pray. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Holy God, mighty and immortal, you are beyond our knowing, yet we see your 
glory in the face of Jesus Christ. Transform us into the likeness of your Son, 
who renewed our humanity so that we may share in his divinity, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Exodus 34:29-35 

Moses’ face shone with the reflected glory of God after he received the Ten 
Commandments on Mount Sinai. The sight caused the Israelites to be afraid, so 
Moses wore a veil to mask the radiance of God’s glory, taking it off when he spoke 
directly with God. 
 

29 Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain with 
the two tablets of the covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that the skin of his 
face shone because he had been talking with God. 30 When Aaron and all the 
Israelites saw Moses, the skin of his face was shining, and they were afraid to come 
near him. 31 But Moses called to them; and Aaron and all the leaders of the 
congregation returned to him, and Moses spoke with them. 32 Afterward all the 
Israelites came near, and he gave them in commandment all that the Lord had 
spoken with him on Mount Sinai. 33 When Moses had finished speaking with them, 
he put a veil on his face; 34 but whenever Moses went in before the Lord to speak 
with him, he would take the veil off, until he came out; and when he came out, and 
told the Israelites what he had been commanded, 35 the Israelites would see the face 
of Moses, that the skin of his face was shining; and Moses would put the veil on his 
face again, until he went in to speak with him. 

 
 

L: The word of the Lord.  
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 99 
Proclaim the greatness of the Lord; worship upon God’s holy hill. (Ps. 99:9) 
 
1 The Lord is king; let the people tremble. 
  The Lord is enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth shake. 
 

2 The Lord, great in Zion, 
  is high above all peoples. 
 

3 Let them confess God’s name, which is great and awesome; 
  God is the Holy One. 
 

4 O mighty king, lover of justice, you have established equity; 
  you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob.  
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5 Proclaim the greatness of the Lord and fall down before God’s footstool; 
  God is the Holy One. 
 

6 Moses and Aaron among your priests, and Samuel among those who call upon  
  your name, O Lord, 
  they called upon you, and you answered them, 
 

7 you spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud; 
  they kept your testimonies and the decree that you gave them. 
 

8 O Lord our God, you answered them indeed; 
  you were a God who forgave them, yet punished them for their evil deeds. 
 

9 Proclaim the greatness of the Lord and worship upon God’s holy hill; 
  for the Lord our God is the Holy One.  

 

2 Corinthians 3:12—4:2 
In his debates with the Corinthians, Paul contrasts the glory of Moses with the glory 
of Christ. The Israelites could not see Moses’ face because of the veil. But in Christ 
we see the unveiled glory of God and are transformed into Christ’s likeness. 
 

12 Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldness, 13 not like Moses, 
who put a veil over his face to keep the people of Israel from gazing at the end of the 
glory that was being set aside. 14 But their minds were hardened. Indeed, to this very 
day, when they hear the reading of the old covenant, that same veil is still there, 
since only in Christ is it set aside. 15 Indeed, to this very day whenever Moses is 
read, a veil lies over their minds; 16 but when one turns to the Lord, the veil is 
removed. 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
freedom. 18 And all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as though 
reflected in a mirror, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of 
glory to another; for this comes from the Lord, the Spirit. 4:1 Therefore, since it is by 
God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose heart. 2 We have 
renounced the shameful things that one hides; we refuse to practice cunning or to 
falsify God’s word; but by the open statement of the truth we commend ourselves to 
the conscience of everyone in the sight of God. 

 

L: The word of the Lord.  
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

(The assembly stands as they are comfortable for the Gospel Acclamation and reading) 

 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.       
C:  Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

Luke 9:28-36 [37-43a] 

The conversation about Jesus’ suffering and death is enclosed in a dazzling 
foreshadowing of the resurrection. God affirms Jesus’ identity, the disciples are 
stunned speechless, and Jesus resumes his mission with a demonstration of his 
power over evil. 
 

28 Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John and 
James, and went up on the mountain to pray. 29 And while he was praying, the 
appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became dazzling white. 30 Suddenly 
they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. 31 They appeared in glory and 
were speaking of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 32 
Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with sleep; but since they had 
stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. 33 Just as 
they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here; let 
us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah”—not 
knowing what he said. 34 While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed 
them; and they were terrified as they entered the cloud. 35 Then from the cloud came 
a voice that said, “This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!” 36 When the voice had 
spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and in those days told no one 
any of the things they had seen. [37 On the next day, when they had come down from 
the mountain, a great crowd met him. 38 Just then a man from the crowd shouted, 
“Teacher, I beg you to look at my son; he is my only child. 39 Suddenly a spirit 
seizes him, and all at once he shrieks. It convulses him until he foams at the mouth; 
it mauls him and will scarcely leave him. 40 I begged your disciples to cast it out, but 
they could not.” 41 Jesus answered, “You faithless and perverse generation, how 
much longer must I be with you and bear with you? Bring your son here.” 42 While 
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he was coming, the demon dashed him to the ground in convulsions. But Jesus 
rebuked the unclean spirit, healed the boy, and gave him back to his father. 43a And all 
were astounded at the greatness of God.]  
 
 

P: The Gospel of Our Lord.       
C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

HOMILY      
 
 

(The assembly stands as they are comfortable) 
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY       “Beautiful Savior”       R838 

This selection is in the public domain. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
   He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again; 
   He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
   the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 
 

(Response after each petition)  
 

P: God of grace, C:  hear our prayer. 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of  Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING   
 

OFFERTORY  (the assembly stands as they are comfortable and sings as the gifts are brought forward) 

Words: M F C Wilson. Text copyright 1988, Lorenz Publishing, All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
OneLicense.net #A-708789 
 

P: Let us pray...God of grace, 
C: your love reaches to the heavens, and your abundance to the depths of the 

seas. Bless what we offer to your service: our gifts, our abilities, and our 
hearts. Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity, now and always. Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

P: The Lord be with you.  
C:  And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts.  
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise…(concluding)…we praise your name and join their unending 
 hymn:        

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER/WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

P:  You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is 
the majesty of your glory. . .For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this 
cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.  

C: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
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C: Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and 
death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming 
again . . . To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in 
your holy church, now and forever. 

C: Amen, amen, amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P: Lord, remember us in your Kingdom and teach us to pray.  

 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, 
   forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

P: The joy of the Lord is our strength.  Come, eat this meal of gladness. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

(All who desire to receive Christ’s presence in bread and wine are welcome to participate in the Eucharist) 
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COMMUNION HYMN    “Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken”          ACS966 

the assembly stands as they are comfortable) 

 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
 grace.     C:  Amen. 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 
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P: Let us pray...Nourishing God,  
C: at this table you have refreshed us with holy gifts of food and drink. 

Strengthen us for service, and send us out to embody your good news of 
liberation and healing for the sake of the world. In the name of Christ we 
pray, Amen. 

 

BLESSING 
P: The Spirit of the triune God + bless us with joy, anoint us with compassion, and 

send us in love.      C:  Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN             “We Are Marching in the Light”           R866 

Additional Stanzas:  We are dancing…     We are praying…     We are singing... 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

P: Go in peace.  Prepare the way for Emmanuel.    
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POSTLUDE 

 
“We Are Marching in the Light” 

       
 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT GRACE LUTHERAN 
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  

We are glad to have you here worshiping with us.  For visitors, we would be glad to tell 
you more about Grace Lutheran and how we share God's love. Please leave the best way 
to contact you on the visitor sheets in the Sanctuary Narthex or the Office Lobby or use 
the bulletin and give it to an usher.  

 

COFFEE HOUR AFTER SUNDAY WORSHIP  
Join us for a time of fellowship with coffee/tea/juice and treats 

in the Fellowship Hall off the Office Lobby after our Sunday worship.  
 

IN OUR PRAYERS  
Kay Grove, Bill Whitscell, Adam Kamyszek, Kelly Pankey, Joanne Kindt, Eleanor 
Coddington, Sandy Malaski, Janet Chroninger, Bonnie Cross, Elfie Jahnke, Budd & 
Marlene Jobson, Meredith Smith, Robert Larsen, Vicki Piontkowski, Elaine Hatch, Scott 
Lancaster, Dorothy Hansen, Larry & Emma Nelson, Michele Amelotte, Jim Malaski -- 
Michelle, Joan Vanover, Clayton Peters, Bonnie Urlaub, Paige Lancewicz, Randy 
Thiem, Mychele Allmacher, Danielle Lawrence, Bishop Emeritus Gary Hansen, 
Deborah Al-Duwaisan, Julie Stafford, Daphne Flack, Dixie Crevier, Brenda 
Donajkowski, Rev. Sarah Samuelson, Linda, Kaye Harry, Sandra Beck, Kevin Carlson, 
Laura Fettes (Don Cross’ granddaughter), Arlie Prevost, Donna Kendziorski, Jeff 
Kendziorski, Geraldine Rhoads, Herb Schiller, Ann Haske, Jimmy Lappan, Donna 
Hatch, Jordyn, Maggie, and Joseph Hansen.  
 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 
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PRAYER PARTNERS 
From the LARCC (Lutheran, Anglican, Roman Catholic and Congregational UCC) 
parishes of Alpena, this weekend we pray for the Prayer Group at Trinity Episcopal 
Church. Our Synod Prayer Partners for this week: Messiah Lutheran Church/
Constantine, Rev. Thomas Pederson and Bishop Craig Satterlee and Synod Staff.  
 
 

PRAYER LETTERS 
Please sign the prayer letter(s) each week that we send out telling other churches and 
ministries they have been included in our prayers. Fill the page with our names. The 
letter(s) are on the podium by the table in the Office Lobby.  
 
 

SUNDAY MARCH 16, 2:30 - 4 PM – COMMUNITY OUTREACH  
Meet, Greet and Treat with the residents of Samaritas Manor (Luther Manor). We will 
gather with our treats at 2 pm to setup, to meet the residents at 2:30 pm. Sign up in the 
Office Lobby with your treat and if you can join us at Samaritas Manor for the 
afternoon. 
 
2024 FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
The annual budget for Grace Lutheran last year was $246,288.  Total Giving came in at 
$240,657 which was a little short of budget.  On a positive note, total expenses were 
under budget by $14,100 and came in at $232,189. Also on the positive side, our 
account balances at year-end total $177,764 which is a gain from a year ago by $32,725. 
 
 

2024 GIVING STATEMENTS AVAILABLE BY REQUEST 
Statements are now available.  Please call or email the office if you would like yours 
mailed or emailed to you. 
 
 

SAMARITAS BOARD OF DIRECTORS VACANCY 
Samaritas Affordable Living of Alpena, a senior housing HUD supported property, is 

searching to fill vacancies on our Board of Directors.  We meet quarterly throughout the 

year; January, April, July and October on Mondays; 1:30pm - 2:30pm. We are seeking 

individuals who would enjoy sharing their knowledge and love of community to lend 

advice and support our property management team. If you are interested in supporting 

the needs of our community, please email Jenny Edmonds, Property Manager at 

jedmo@samaritas.org. 

CLOTHING NEEDED FOR FIRE VICTIM 
A female victim of the house fire at the corner of N. Second Ave./Spratt St. is in need of 
clothing (pant and shirt size XL, shoe size 11).  If you have good clean used clothing or 
new clothing that you would like to donate, please drop off at the church office.  
Thanks! 

mailto:jedmo@samaritas.org
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GENERAL FUND GIVING FOR JANUARY 2025 
 

Average needed in January (4 weeks) to meet budget $ 19,416.00 
Monthly Giving - January 12,829.32 
 

We received:   
 89 envelopes, 58 Simply Giving recurring payments, 

and 10 Give+ payments made from our website 

SUNDAY WORSHIP LIVESTREAMED AND RECORDED 
Our Sunday worship service is livestreamed, shown on the internet, as it is happening and recorded for 
viewing online later. People in the sanctuary attending the Sunday service may be seen as part of the 
livestream and recording. 
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HAPPENING THIS WEEK! 
  
 Sunday – 2nd 

   8:50 am Choir Practice 
   9:00 am Sunday School 
   9:30 am Worship 
        
Monday - 3rd 
   8am-noon Church Office Open 
   8am-2pm Kitchen Reserved 
   6:00 pm ROC - Lounge 
        
Tuesday - 4th  
   8am-noon Church Office Open 
   9:00 am Quilting/Sewing 
   11:00 am Pastors Text Study - Lounge 
          
 Wednesday - 5th 
   8am-noon Church Office Open 
   6:00 pm Bell Choir 
     Ash Wednesday 
   5:30 pm Soup Supper & 
   6:30 pm Worship at St. Paul Lutheran 
    
Thursday - 6th 
   8am-noon Church Office Open 
   8am-2pm Kitchen Reserved 
       
 Friday - 7th 
   8am-noon Church Office Open 
   All Day Kitchen Reserved 
 
Saturday - 8th 
   10am-3pm Funeral Service -  
     Church/Hall Reserved 
   5:00 pm Worship  

SERVING MARCH 1/2 
 
Ministers ........................................... God’s People 
Pastor........................................... Rev. Tom Downs 
Music Director ...................................... Claire Witt 
Recorded Accompaniment ..... ..Kat Tomaszewski 
Comm. Asst. ........ Wayne & Chris Christopherson, 
                                Diane Prevost (Saturday) 
Lector .............................................. Corinne Fraley 
Ushers ......................... Dale Schultz, Bruno Hirzel, 
   Mike & Tracey Urlaub; Diane Prevost (Saturday) 
Greeters  .................................. Joe & Dawn Gentry 
Altar Guild ...............  Mary Rowader, Elsa Phillips 
Livestream Team ..... Dawn Anderson, Jan Charter,   
                                   Don LaBarre, Alex Struble 
Counters ...................... Cheryl Lang, Cindy Suszek 
Coffee Hour ....................... .Ruby Haske & Family 

 
 

SERVING MARCH 8/9 
 
Ministers ........................................... God’s People 
Pastor...............................................Rev. Tom Orth 
Music Director ...................................... Claire Witt 
Recorded Accompaniment ..... ..Kat Tomaszewski 
Comm. Asst. ........ Wayne & Chris Christopherson, 
                                Diane Prevost (Saturday) 
Lector ................................................. Anne Gentry 
Ushers ......................... Dale Schultz, Bruno Hirzel, 
   Mike & Tracey Urlaub; Diane Prevost (Saturday) 
Greeters  ................. Dawn Anderson, Bruno Hirzel 
Altar Guild ...............  Mary Rowader, Elsa Phillips 
Livestream Team ..... Dawn Anderson, Jan Charter,   
                                   Don LaBarre, Alex Struble 
Counters ...................... Cheryl Lang, Cindy Suszek 
Coffee Hour ..........Wayne & Chris Christopherson 

 

View our services 
on YouTube 

 

 

Large print worship folders & hearing 
assistance devices are available from ushers 

GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
119 W. Dunbar St., Alpena, MI  49707 

Phone:  Office  989-354-2640 
Web Site:  www.gracelutheran-alpena.org      

Give online at www.gracelutheran-alpena.org 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Thomas W. Orth 
Pastor’s Home   989-356-8729        Pastor’s Cell  Phone   989-916-8759 

E-mail:   
pastor@gracelutheran-alpena.org 

officemanager@gracelutheran-alpena.org 
 

 Find us on Facebook at ww.facebook.com/gracelutheranalpena 


