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GATHERING 
 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE       
 

(the assembly stands as they are able) 

 

(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.) 
 

P: Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. 
C: Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen. 
 

P: Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep.  Let us confront our sins, and confess 
them to the one who is merciful and just. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: God of new beginnings, 
C: we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. We have strayed from 

your paths. We prepare for war instead of peace. We dishonor one another and 
your creation. Purify us with your refining fire and set us again on your way of 
love, that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, and welcome your coming 
among us. Amen. 

 

P: People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living sign. 

By water and the Spirit, we are joined to this wonder. We have put on ☩ Christ, and 
our sins have been washed away. Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN     “On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry” R249 

Grace Lutheran’s Purpose Statement 
 

“We share God’s love by welcoming all and 
making a Christ-like difference in our community and world.” 
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ADVENT CANDLE “He Came Down” (two times through) R253 

 

 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Public domain. 

Arr. John L. Bell © 1986 Iona Community.  Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 
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KYRIE 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE 



5 
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P: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his 
coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Isaiah 11:1-10 

Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David’s royal 
line (the stump of Jesse). Gifted by the spirit of God, this ruler will reign with 
perfect justice. Enmity and danger will be restored to harmony and peaceful 
coexistence. 
 
1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his 
roots. 2The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and  
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear 
of the Lord. 3His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by 
what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 4but with righteousness he shall 
judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the 
earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the 
wicked. 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt 
around his loins. 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with 
the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead 
them. 7The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and 
the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the 
asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 9They will not hurt 
or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of 
the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a 
signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be 
glorious. 
 

L: The word of the Lord.   
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
May the righteous flourish; let there be an abundance of peace. (Ps. 72:7) 
 
1Give the king your justice, O God, 
  and your righteousness to the king’s son; 
 

2that he may rule your people righteously 
  and the poor with justice; 
 

3that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, 
  and the hills, in righteousness. 
 

4Let him defend the needy among the people, 
  rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.  
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5May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, 
  from one generation to another. 
 

6Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, 
  like showers that water the earth. 
 

7In his time may the righteous flourish; 
  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 
 

18Blessed are you, Lord God, the God of Israel; 
  you alone do wondrous deeds! 
 

19And blessed be your glorious name forever, 
  and may all the earth be filled with your glory. Amen. Amen.  

 

Romans 5:4-13 

God’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God’s blessed people has 
been fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Christians live out their unity by welcoming and 
encouraging each other just as Christ has welcomed them into God’s family. 
 

4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by 
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5May 
the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one 
another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that together you may with one voice 
glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7Welcome one another, 
therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 8For I tell you that 
Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order 
that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the 
Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, “Therefore I will confess 
you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your name”; 10and again he says, 
“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 11and again, “Praise the Lord, all you 
Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him”; 12and again Isaiah says,  “The root of 
Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall 
hope.” 13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that 
you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

L: The word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
(The assembly stands as they are able for the Gospel) 
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P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.   
C:  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Matthew 3:1-12 
Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, calling 
people to mend their ways and speaking of a powerful one who is to come. 
 

1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 
2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of whom the 
prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:  
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’ ” 4Now John wore clothing 
of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and 
wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, 
and all the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins. 7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees 
coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to 
flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to 
say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able 
from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at the 
root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire. 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is 
more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He 
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, 
and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but 
the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

 

P: The Gospel of Our Lord.       
C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

HOMILY 
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HYMN OF THE DAY      “Comfort, Comfort Now My People”                         R256 
 

(The assembly stands as they are able)  

 
 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
  He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again; 
  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

   the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
 

 

This selection is in the public domain. 
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INTERCESSORY PRAYERS   

(Response after each petition) 
 

P: Lord in your mercy... 
C: hear our prayer. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Christ. 

OFFERING       

 

OFFERTORY  (the assembly stands as they are able and sings as the gifts are brought forward) 
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P: Let us pray… Eternal God, 
you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 
Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers 
of your mercy and love for all in need of your healing and justice. We ask this 
through Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. C:  And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise…(concluding)…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:                                          

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER/WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.   
 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and 
suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his 
arms to all.  
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming 
in glory. 

 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion we may know the unity we 
share with all your people in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is 
yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

C: Amen 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, 
   forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

P: Be strong, do not fear! Here is our God, who has come to save us. 
 

(All who desire to receive Christ’s presence in bread and wine are welcome to participate in the 
Eucharist) 
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COMMUNION HYMN     “Come Now, O Prince of Peace”                      R247 

 

(the assembly stands as they are able)  

 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his  
 grace.  
C: Amen. 
 
 

P: Let us pray… Faithful God, 
in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to earth in the 
body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your promises will be 
fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us toward 
your promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 

BLESSING 
P: God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the grace of 

the Holy Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever.  
C: Amen. 
 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 
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SENDING HYMN        “All Earth Is Hopeful”                                                         R266 

 
 
 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 

P: Go in peace. Christ is near.  
C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

POSTLUDE 

       
 
 
 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT GRACE LUTHERAN 
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  

 

We are glad to have you here worshiping with us.  For visitors, we would be glad to tell 
you more about Grace Lutheran and how we share God's love. Please leave the best way 
to contact you on the visitor sheets in the Sanctuary Narthex or the Office Lobby or use 
the bulletin and give it to an usher.  
 
COFFEE HOUR AFTER SUNDAY WORSHIP  
Join us for a time of fellowship with coffee/tea/juice and treats in the Fellowship Hall 
off the Office Lobby after our Sunday worship.  
 
IN OUR PRAYERS  
Harry Kautz, Lisa Wooll, Kristin Berles, Don Barnard, Rich McTaggart, Meredith 
Smith, Robert Larsen, Vicki Piontkowski, Elaine Hatch, Scott Lancaster, Gerald 
Lancaster, Dorothy Hansen, Larry Nelson, Michele Amelotte, Joanne Nicholls, Deb 
Nitchman’s Family, Diane Prevost, Jim Malaski, Emma Nelson, Kathy Rettell -- Laura 
Fettes (Don Cross’ granddaughter), Arlie Prevost, Jan & Walt Soltysiak, Ted Durany 
(Karen Gould’s father), Jack Thompson, Candee and Neviah Fetty, Matthew & 
Rebecca, Tracy Hall (Alane Wills’ daughter), Margaret Cousineau (Jobson’s daughter), 
Pastor Mike Schaedig, Al Smolinski, Donna Kendziorski, Geraldine Rhoads, James 
Marculewicz, Herb Schiller, Ann Haske, Gary Rich, Carl Ball, Joanne Coughlin, Sylvia 
Rouech, Jimmy Lappan, Donna Hatch, Jordyn, Maggie, Laura Bleau, Becky, Jodi 
Kennedy Dinnan, Maria Shelton, Emily Cross, Liz, Lucas David, and Joseph Hansen.  

 

Our prayer list is redone each month. If you, or a family member, would like to continue on the prayer 
list, please call the office (354-2640).  
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PRAYERS - PEOPLE TO ADD  
Forms for adding people to our prayer list are located at each entrance to the sanctuary. 
Give completed forms to the ushers for inclusion in the prayers during the service. Please 
be sure that you have the person(s)' permission to have their name read during public 
worship. And also remember that our worship and bulletin are available online so that it 
will be widely disseminated. Thank you. Names are on the list for the calendar month.  
 
PRAYER PARTNERS 
From the LARCC (Lutheran, Anglican, Roman Catholic and Congregational UCC) 
parishes of Alpena, this weekend we pray for all who do tasks for the church at First 
Congregational UCC. Our Synod Prayer Partner for this week: Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church/Traverse City, Rev. Paul Busekist, and Bishop Craig Satterlee and Synod Staff.  
 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
In memory of Earle & Louisa Spencer, given by Elsa Phillips. 
 
CHRISTMAS DECORATING - JOIN US SUNDAY, DEC. 4TH AFTER WORSHIP 
We're putting up the tree and the greens and the candles on Sunday. Join in preparing the 
church for the season.  
 
CHRISTMAS WISH LIST 
We have just a few tags left on the tree.  There is still time to shop if you would like to 
make someone’s Christmas wish come true!  Tags may be picked up during the week or 
on Sat/Sun.  All gifts need to be back to the church no later than Sunday, Dec. 11th. 
 
PLEASE JOIN US FOR A FELLOWSHIP CRAFT NIGHT 
Like to quilt or want to learn?  Do you knit, crochet, do needlework or have another craft 
you like to do?  The Reboot Committee and Grace Quilters invite you to a Fellowship 
Craft Night on Thursday, December 8, from 6:30-9:00 pm.  The quilters will be happy 
to show you the many steps and different talents needed to make the quilts - it’s not just 
sewing.  Bring your knitting, crocheting, needlework projects or other crafting that you 
enjoy doing to share your tips and skills with others. See you there! 
 
CHRISTMAS CAROLING 
You are invited to join in Christmas caroling around the community! There will be lunch 
provided after church on Sunday, December 11 at 11:00 am and caroling will begin at 
12:00pm. A sign up sheet will be posted. We will be going to assisted living homes as 
well as homes of some of our members. Please join in the fun! 
 
ADULT CE SUNDAY MORNINGS IS ON HIATUS UNTIL DECEMBER 18TH 
This week we are decorating the church. And on Sunday December 11, we are going 
caroling. So Sunday class returns on December 18th for the last time this year. January 
the special series on the Corinthian Correspondence starts.  
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Large print worship folders & 
hearing assistance devices are available from ushers 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS/DECORATIONS 
This year we are again asking for donations for Christmas flowers/decorations for the 
church in lieu of individual poinsettias. They can be made in honor or memory of 
someone. Several larger poinsettias will be ordered and greenery or other decorations 
needed will be purchased with the money. This will alleviate throwing away so many 
poinsettias.  Forms are available in the Office Lobby and on our website at 
www.gracelutheran-alpena.org and may be placed in the offering plate or turned 
in to the church office no later than December 16. 
 
PLEASE CHECK DOORS WHEN ENTERING/EXITING BUILDING 
If you are the last one leaving the building, please check to make sure that doors are 
locked AND LATCHED behind you.  If you are entering or exiting the building and 
doors are already locked, please be sure that the doors latch behind you.  Just letting the 
door swing back as you enter or exit DOES NOT ensure that the door will completely 
close and latch. Thank you. 
 
LITTLE FOOD PANTRY 
The Christmas season is upon us and we have so many blessings.  Our donations for the 
Little Food Pantry have been generous and we are so thankful for all of our community 
generosity.  A special thanks goes out to Besser School families who donated this week 
2077 items to our pantry which was delivered on Monday via school bus.  Collection 
was for the month of November  from Besser families and with the leadership of Tracie 
Granata, PAC President, and Tracey Urlaub, Dean of Students, we filled the pantry for 
several weeks.  It is used often and we have received lots of “thankfulness” from those 
who need a little extra short term help. 
 
 

LITTLE FOOD PANTRY NEEDS HELP 
Do you have some time to help stock the LFP? Mondays and Saturdays need someone 
to bring things up to fill the inside shelves and outside box. Takes just a bit of time. 
Interested? Call Mary Lappan for more info. 989.255.7511 
 
OPERATION TOYS FOR KIDS/OPERATION HOLIDAYS DONATIONS 
The Vietnam Vets of America 583 is continuing their 30 year tradition of providing 
help to children and families at this time of year. All their work is funded by donations. 
Any help you can give goes directly to the gifts for the kids. If you want to drop off 
money contributions that can be dropped off at their center in the Thunder Bay 
Shopping Center, down from Nieman's old location. They are there most days from 8 
am to 8 pm. Or bring your contribution to church and we will get it to them. Their effort 
takes nearly $100,000 each year. Thanks to these vets. Lets support them.  



19 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP LIVESTREAMED AND RECORDED 
Our Sunday worship service is livestreamed, shown on the internet, as it is happening 
and recorded for viewing online later. People in the sanctuary attending the Sunday 
service may be seen as part of the livestream and recording.  
 
COVID TEST KITS FOR AT-HOME USE 
COVID test kits continue to be available in the church office. Just stop by or give us a 
call. 
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GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
119 W. Dunbar St., Alpena, MI  49707 

Phone:  Office  989-354-2640 
Web Site:  www.gracelutheran-alpena.org      

 

Pastor:  Rev. Thomas W. Orth 
Pastor’s Home   989-356-8729        Pastor’s Cell  Phone   989-916-8759 

 

E-mail:   
pastor@gracelutheran-alpena.org 

officemanager@gracelutheran-alpena.org 
 

                         Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/gracelutheranalpena 
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HAPPENING THIS WEEK! 
   
  
 

 Sunday - 4th 
   8:50 am Choir Practice 
   9:00 am Sunday School 
   9:30 am Worship 
     Decorate the Church 
     Following Worship 
            

Monday - 5th 
   CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
   8am - 2pm Kitchen Reserved 
   6:00 pm Hall Reserved - ROC
          
  

Tuesday - 6th 
   8am-noon Church Office Open 
   9:00 am Sewing/Quilting 
             

Wednesday - 7th 
   8am-noon Church Office Open 
   9:00 am Weekly Bulletin  
     Announcements Due 
   6:00 pm Bell Choir Practice 
            

 Thursday - 8th 
     8am-noon Church Office Open
 8am-2pm Kitchen Reserved 

   4:00 pm Lounge Reserved 
   6:30 pm Craft Night - Hall 
             

Friday - 9th 
   8am-noon Church Office Open
           

Saturday - 10th 
   9am-4pm Alpena Co Search & 
     Rescue - Hall 
   5:00 pm Worship 

SERVING DECEMBER 3/4 
 

Ministers .................................... God’s People 
Pastor ...................................... Rev. Tom Orth 
Music Director ....................... Claire Schreiber 
Accompanist .................................. Amy Truth 
Lector .......................................... Mike Urlaub       
Communion 
Assistants ...... Wayne & Chris Christopherson 
Ushers ................Matt, Everett & Olivia Haske 
                            Steve & Janie Hansen (Sat.) 
Greeters ................... Rick & Sharon Engstrom 
Altar Guild ............................... Gentry Family 
Livestream Team .......... Dawn Anderson, Jan 
                  Charter, Don Barnard, Don LaBarre 
Counters .................. Clarence & Bonnie Cross 
Coffee Hour ..... Wayne Lewis, Audrey Garant  

 
 
 

 
SERVING DECEMBER 10/11 

 

Ministers .................................... God’s People 
Pastor ...................................... Rev. Tom Orth 
Music Director ....................... Claire Schreiber 
Accompanist .................................. Amy Truth 
Lector .......................................Corinne Fraley     
Communion 
Assistants ...... Wayne & Chris Christopherson 
Ushers ................Matt, Everett & Olivia Haske 
                            Steve & Janie Hansen (Sat.) 
Greeters ............................ Joe & Dawn Gentry 
Altar Guild ............................... Gentry Family 
Livestream Team .......... Dawn Anderson, Jan 
                  Charter, Don Barnard, Don LaBarre 
Counters .................. Clarence & Bonnie Cross 
Coffee Hour ................. Ruby Haske & Family  

 
 


