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Grace Lutheran Church

Holy Communion

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME

PRELUDE “The Strife is O’er” Bell Choir

Arr. Douglas E. Wagner © 1991 Agape. Permission to stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A4-708784.

GATHERING
Children and families who wish to process may gather in the old Narthex at the back of the Sanctuary.

P: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
C: Hosanna in the highest.

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL
Matthew 21:1-11
Jesus enters Jerusalem

'When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, *saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you,
and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and
bring them to me. *If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs
them.” And he will send them immediately.” *This took place to fulfill what had
been spoken through the prophet, saying, *“Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your
king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a
donkey.” °The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; "they brought the
donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. ®A very large
crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and
spread them on the road. °The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were
shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name
of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 'When he entered Jerusalem, the
whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” "The crowds were saying, “This is
the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”




(the assembly stands)

PROCESSIONAL HYMN “All Glory, Laud and Honor” R344
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I You are the king of Is - rael and Da-vid’s roy - al Son,

2 The com-pa-ny of an - gels are prais-ing you on high;
3 The mul - ti - tude of  pil - grims with palms be - fore you went;
4 To  you, be-fore your pas - sion, they sang their hymns of praise.
5 Their prais-es you ac - cept - ed; ac - cept the prayers we bring,
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now in the Lord’s name com - ing, our King and Bless-ed One.
cre - a - tion and all mor - tals in cho-rus make re - ply.
our praise and prayer and an - thems be - fore you we pre - sent.
To  you, now high ex - alt - ed, our mel - 0o - dy we raise.
great au - thor of all good - ness, O good and gra-cious King.

Text: Theodulph of Orleans, ¢. 760-821; tr. John Magon Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN, Melchior Teschner, 1584—-1635  This selection is in the public domain.

GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY
Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord
Jesus Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your
mercy enable us to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious
victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC  “Praise to the Lord” Bell Choir

Arr. Douglas E. Wagner © 1991 Agape. Permission to stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A4-708784.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.

SCRIPTURE READINGS

Isaiah 50:4-9a
This text, the third of the four Servant Songs in Isaiah, speaks of the servant’s
obedience amid persecution. Though the servant has been variously understood as
the prophet himself or a remnant of faithful Israel, Christians have often recognized
the figure of Christ in these poems.

*The Lord Gop has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to
sustain the weary with a word. Mormng by morning he wakens—wakens my ear

to listen as those who are taught. The Lord Gob has opened my ear, and I was not
rebellious, I did not turn backward. °I gave my back to those who struck me, and my
cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and
spitting. "The Lord Gop helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I
have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; *he who
vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are
my adversaries? Let them confront me. *It is the Lord Gop who helps me; who will
declare me guilty?

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 31:9-16
Into your hands, O LorD, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5)

’Have mercy on me, O LOrD, for [ am in trouble;
my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly.

"For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing;
my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are consumed.
"1 am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to my
acquaintances;
when they see me in the street they avoid me.

"’Like the dead I am forgotten, out of mind;
I am as useless as a broken pot.
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YFor I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around;
they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life.
“But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD.
I have said, “You are my God.

"My times are in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me.

'°Let your face shine upon your servant;
save me in your steadfast love.”

Philippians 2:5-11
Paul quotes from an early Christian hymn that describes Jesus’ humble obedience in

his incarnation as a human being, even to death, and his exaltation and glory as
Lord of all.

*Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, *who, though he was in the
form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 'but
emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And
being found in human form, *he humbled himself and became obedient to the point
of death—even death on a cross. *Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave
him the name that is above every name, '’so that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, ''and every tongue should
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

P: Christ’s Passion according to St. Matthew.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.

Matthew 26:17-29
On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Where
do you want us to make the preparations for you to eat the Passover?” '*He said,
“Go into the city to a certain man, and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, My time is
near; [ will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.”” “So the disciples
did as Jesus had directed them, and they prez]%ared the Passover meal. *’When it was
evening, he took his place with the twelve; “~ and while they were eating, he said,
“Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.” **And they became greatly distressed
and began to say to him one after another, “Surely not I, Lord?” ZHe answered,
“The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. *The Son
of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is
betrayed! It would have been better for that one not to have been born.” **Judas, who
betrayed him, said, “Surely not I, Rabbi?” He replied, “You have said so.” **While
they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it
to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” *’Then he took a cup, and
after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; **for this is
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my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.
I tell you, I will never again drink of this fruit of the vine until that day when I
drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.”

Hymn “My Song is Love Unknown” vs 1 R343
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Text: Samuel Crossman, c.1624-1683 .
Tune: LOVE UNKNOWN, 6 6 6 6 4 44 4; John Ireland, 1879-1962, © John Ireland Trust, now public domain.

Matthew 26:30-75
3%When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. *' Then Jesus
said to them, “You will all become deserters because of me this night; for it is
written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’
32But after I am raised up, I will go ahead of you to Galilee.” **Peter said to him,
“Though all become deserters because of you, I will never desert you.” **Jesus said
to him, “Truly I tell you, this very night, before the cock crows, you will deny me
three times.” **Peter said to him, “Even though I must die with you, I will not deny
you.” And so said all the disciples. **Then Jesus went with them to a place called
Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.”
3"He took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and
agitated. **Then he said to them, “I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here,
and stay awake with me.” **And going a little farther, he threw himself on the
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ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not
what I want but what you want.” **Then he came to the disciples and found them
sleeping; and he said to Peter, “So, could you not stay awake with me one hour?
*IStay awake and pray that you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed
is willing, but the flesh is weak.” **Again he went away for the second time and
prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” *Again
he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. **So leaving them
again, he went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words. **Then he
came to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest?
See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.
*Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.” *’While he was still speaking,
Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with him was a large crowd with swords and clubs,
from the chief priests and the elders of the people. **Now the betrayer had given
them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him.” *’At once he came
up to Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him. Jesus said to him,
“Friend, do what you are here to do.” Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and
arrested him. °! Suddenly, one of those with Jesus put his hand on his sword, drew it,
and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear. **Then Jesus said to him,
“Put your sword back into its place; for all who take the sword will perish by the
sword. **Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me
more than twelve legions of angels? **But how then would the scriptures be fulfilled,
which say it must happen in this way?”” >>At that hour Jesus said to the crowds,
“Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me as though I were a bandit?
Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. *°But all this
has taken place, so that the scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled.” Then all the
disciples deserted him and fled. °’Those who had arrested Jesus took him to
Caiaphas the high priest, in whose house the scribes and the elders had gathered.
**But Peter was following him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of the hi%h priest;
and going inside, he sat with the guards in order to see how this would end. >*Now
the chief priests and the whole council were looking for false testimony against
Jesus so that they might put him to death, “*but they found none, though many false
witnesses came forward. At last two came forward ®'and said, “This fellow said, ‘I
am able to destroy the temple of God and to build it in three days.”” ®*The high
priest stood up and said, “Have you no answer? What is it that they testify against
you?” ®But Jesus was silent. Then the high priest said to him, “I put you under oath
before the living God, tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son of God.” *Jesus said to
him, “You have said so. But I tell you, From now on you will see the Son of Man
seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.” ®Then the
high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has blasghemed! Why do we still need
witnesses? You have now heard his blasphemy. ®*What is your verdict?” They
answered, “He deserves death.” ®’ Then they spat in his face and struck him; and
some slapped him, ®*saying, “Prophesy to us, you Messiah! Who is it that struck
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you?” ®*Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant-girl came to him
and said, “You also were with Jesus the Galilean.” "’But he denied it before all of
them, saying, “I do not know what you are talking about.” "'When he went out to the
porch, another servant-girl saw him, and she said to the bystanders, “This man was
with Jesus of Nazareth.” "*Again he denied it with an oath, “I do not know the man.”
3 After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Certainly you are
also one of them, for your accent betrays you.” "*Then he began to curse, and he
swore an oath, “I do not know the man!” At that moment the cock crowed. "Then
Peter remembered what Jesus had said: “Before the cock crows, you will deny me
three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly.>”

Hymn “My Song is Love Unknown” vs 2 R343
(hymn printed on page 6)

Matthew 27:1-15
'When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people conferred
together against Jesus in order to bring about his death. “They bound him, led him
away, and handed him over to Pilate the governor. *When Judas, his betrayer, saw
that Jesus was condemned, he repented and brought back the thirty pieces of silver
to the chief priests and the elders. “He said, “I have sinned by betraying innocent
blood.” But they said, “What is that to us? See to it yourself.” >Throwing down the
pieces of silver in the temple, he departed; and he went and hanged himself. *But the
chief priests, taking the pieces of silver, said, “It is not lawful to put them into the
treasury, since they are blood money.” ’After conferring together, they used them to
buy the potter’s field as a place to bury foreigners. *For this reason that field has
been called the Field of Blood to this day. *Then was fulfilled what had been spoken
through the prophet Jeremiah, “And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of
the one on whom a price had been set, on whom some of the people of Israel had set
a price, '’and they gave them for the potter’s field, as the Lord commanded me.”
"Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, “Are you the
King of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You say so.” But when he was accused by the
chief priests and elders, he did not answer. *Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not
hear how many accusations they make against you?” '“But he gave him no answer,
not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed. "Now at the
festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd, anyone
whom they wanted.

Hymn “Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross” vs 1 R335
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Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: NEAR THE CROSS, William H. Doane, 1832-1915 This selection is in the public domain.

Matthew 27:15-26

"Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the
crowd, anyone whom they wanted. '°At that time they had a notorious prisoner,
called Jesus Barabbas. '"So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do
you want me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?”

¥For he realized that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over. '*While
he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do
with that innocent man, for today I have suffered a great deal because of a dream
about him.” **Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for
Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. >' The governor again said to them, “Which of the
two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” **Pilate said to
them, “Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” All of them
said, “Let him be crucified!” »*Then he asked, “Why, what evil has he done?” But
they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!” **So when Pilate saw that he
could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took some water and
washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see
to it yourselves.” Then the people as a whole answered, “His blood be on us and
on our children!” So he released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he
handed him over to be crucified.



Hymn “Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross” vs 2 R335
(Hymn printed on pages 8-9)

Matthew 27:27-44
*"Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and
they gathered the whole cohort around him. **They stripped him and put a scarlet
robe on him, *’and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on his head.
They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying,
“Hail, Kin% of the Jews!” **They spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on
the head. *"After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes
on him. Then they led him away to crucify him. **As they went out, they came upon
a man from Cyrene named Simon; they compelled this man to carry his cross. *>And
when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), **they
offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink
it. *>And when they had crucified him, they divided his clothes among themselves by
casting lots; *°then they sat down there and kept watch over him. *’Over his head
they put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.”
3Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his riéf%ht and one on his left.
*Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads *and saying, “You who
would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son
of God, come down from the cross.” *'In the same way the chief priests also, along
with the scribes and elders, were mocking him, saying, “2¢He saved others; he
cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down from the cross
now, and we will believe in him. *He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he
wants to; for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.”” **The bandits who were crucified with him
also taunted him in the same way.

Hymn “Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross” vs 3 R335
(Hymn printed on pages §8-9)

Matthew 27:45-66
*From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon.
% And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema
sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” *’When
some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is calling for Elijah.” **At once
one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave
it to him to drink. ’But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to
save him.” **Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. °'At that
moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth
shook, and the rocks were split. **The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of
the saints who had fallen asleep were raised. >>After his resurrection they came out
of the tombs and entered the holy city and appeared to many. **Now when the
centurion and those with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the
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earthquake and what took place, they were terrified and said, “Truly this man was
God’s Son!” >>Many women were also there, looking on from a distance; they had
followed Jesus from Galilee and had provided for him. > Among them were Mary
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of the sons of
Zebedee. *’When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named
Joseph, who was also a disciple of Jesus. **He went to Pilate and asked for the body
of Jesus; then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. *’So Joseph took the body and
wrapped it in a clean linen cloth ®°and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had
hewn in the rock. He then rolled a great stone to the door of the tomb and went
away. *'Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb.
%2 The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the
Pharisees gathered before Pilate 63 and said, “Sir, we remember what that impostor
said while he was still alive, ‘After three days I will rise again.” ** Therefore
command the tomb to be made secure until the third day; otherwise, his disciples
may go and steal him away and tell the people, ‘He has been raised from the dead,’
and the last deception would be worse than the first.” ® Pilate said to them, “You
have a guard of soldiers; go, make it as secure as you can.” °® So they went with the
guard and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone.

P: The Gospel of Our Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.

(the assembly stands)

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS
(Response after each petition)

P: Hear us, O God,
C: your mercy is great.
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MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Christ.

OFFERING
OFFERTORY (the assembly stands and sings as the gifts are brought forward)
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Text copyright 1988, Lorenz Publishing, All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net #4-708789

P:
C:

Let us pray...O God, maker of heaven and earth,

your steadfast love embraces all creation. You send rain and sunshine to
nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and
wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to
his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

T Q¥ QF QF

: The Lord be with you.

: And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

: We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise. .. (concluding)...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER/WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P:

TO T O

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your
faithfulness endures from age to age...

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as
we proclaim the mystery of faith:

: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these
gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.

: Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of
Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice,
peace, and love.

C: Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures,
with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity,
now and forever.

: Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

(All who desire to receive Christ’s presence in bread and wine are welcome to participate in the Eucharist)

P: Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.
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3 O Lamb of God, you Dbear the sin of all the world a - way;
n ] i |
¥ | | Y | | | | I
G2 e e
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
COMMUNION HYMN  “Were You There” vs 1-2 R353
0 |
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I Were you there when they cru - c¢i - ied my Lord?
2 Were you there when they nailed him to the  tree?
0 |
p I K
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Were you there when they cru - ci - fied my Lord?
Were you there when they nailed him to  the tree?
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Refrain
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Oh, some-times it caus-es me to trem-ble, trem-ble, trem-ble.
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Were you there when they cru - ci - fied my Lord?
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?

Text: African American spiritual
Music: WERE YOU THERE, African American spiritual

© 1999 Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784.

(the assembly stands as they are comfortable)

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
Amen.

Q

Let us pray...God of our salvation,

we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, reconciles us to you,
and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son,
may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all
creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SENDING

QT

BLESSING
P: Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence,
Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy spirit, whose breath sustains

creation, + bless us now and always.
C: Amen.
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SENDING HYMN  “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” R803
n } } } } }
) A— . | | — 7 | |

(GEESESSESS e =S =

|
I When [ sur - vey the won - drous Cross on which the
2 For - bid i, Lord, that I should  boast save in the
3 See, from his head, his hands, his feet, sor - row and
4 Were the whole realm of na - ture mine, that were a
n } } i
A — i — i — ! —

@b—‘*ﬂ—.{—i o = i+J_d_t
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prince of glo - ry died, my rich - est gain |
death of Christ, my God; all the vain things that
love  flow min - gled down. Did e’er such love and
pres - ent far too small; love so a maz - ing,

n } It It J J

- — e ! i —
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count but loss and pour con - tempt on all my pride.
charm me most, 1 sac -rn - fice them to  his blood.
sor - TOwW meet, or thorns com - pose SO rich a crown?
SO di - vine, de - mands my soul, my life, my all.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748

Music: HAMBURG, Lowell Mason, 1792-1872

ANNOUNCEMENTS

P: Go in peace. Believe the good news.

C: Thanks be to God.

This selection is in the public domain.
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A-~-men, A-men, A =~ - « men.
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POSTLUDE
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT GRACE LUTHERAN
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
We are glad to have you here worshiping with us. For visitors, we would be glad to tell
you more about Grace Lutheran and how we share God's love. Please leave the best way
to contact you on the visitor sheets in the Sanctuary Narthex or the Office Lobby or use
the bulletin and give it to an usher.

COFFEE HOUR AFTER SUNDAY WORSHIP
Join us for a time of fellowship with coffee/tea/juice and treats
in the Fellowship Hall off the Office Lobby after our Sunday worship.

IN OUR PRAYERS

Mpyra Cross, Larry Garant, Patti Tucker, Bonnie Cross, Darlene Freel, Hope Kamyszek,
Bill Whitscell, Sandy Malaski, Janet Chroninger, Elfie Jahnke, Marlene Jobson,
Meredith Smith, Robert Larsen, Elaine Hatch, Scott Lancaster, Dorothy Hansen, Emma
Nelson, Michele Amelotte, Jim Malaski -- Tamyra Rychlinski, Tom Watson, Amy,
Chuck, Ho-Ok Nam Lin (Pastor Seok Nam Lin’s mother), Maria Shelton, Paul Kroll,
Jim Marquardt, Aggie Jakubiak, Jerry McConnell, Lisa Creger, Lynsie, Becky & Dante,
Willow & Tato, Lyle Beck, Candy & Tom Laughlin, Margaret Kamyszek, Michelle,
Joan Vanover, Paige Lancewicz, Mychele Allmacher, Daphne Flack, Linda, Kaye
Harry, Sandra Beck, Laura Fettes (Don Cross’ granddaughter), Donna Kendziorski, Jeff
Kendziorski, Herb Schiller, Jimmy Lappan, Donna Hatch, Jordyn, Maggie, and Joseph
Hansen. Military: Will Stafford (Rich & Sherie McTaggart’s grandson), Amelia Berles,
US Air Force Pilot Training, and Michael Herrmann, US Air Force.

PRAYER PARTNERS

From the LARCC (Lutheran, Anglican, Roman Catholic and Congregational UCC)
parishes of Alpena, this weekend we pray for the Homebound Ministry at All Saints
Catholic Parish. Our Synod Prayer Partners for this week: St. Paul Lutheran/Reed City,
Rev. Marcy Miller; and Bishop Julie Schneider-Thomas and Synod Staff.

PRAYER LETTERS

Please sign the prayer letter(s) each week that we send out telling other churches and
ministries they have been included in our prayers. Fill the page with our names. The
letter(s) are on the podium by the table in the Office Lobby.

ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION - MARCH 29

How do you decide what is the right thing to do?

How do you make ethical decisions? Join us as we wrestle with following God/Jesus/
Spirit in our daily life with all the choices we make on a daily basis. How do we follow
Christian values in our living? Join us at 11 in the Lounge.
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MARRIAGE BLESSINGS
Congratulations to Nancy Platt and Larry Retell on their marriage this past Monday,
March 23. May they have a blessed and joyous life together .

EASTER CARDS FOR LOVING CARE MEMBERS
Please stop in the Office Lobby this weekend and sign the Easter cards for our Loving
Care Members.

SUNDAY SCHOOL BREAK
We will not meet on March 29 and April 5. Sunday School will resume on April 12.

EASTER BREAKFAST POTLUCK APRIL §

We are planning an Easter Breakfast Potluck following our 9:30 am Easter Worship
Service on April 5. Sign-up sheets for the potluck (#attending, dish you are bringing,
help with clean up) are located in the Office Lobby. Please sign up by March 29 if you
plan to attend and if you are able to help. Thanks!

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS

Thrivent clients with membership are able to direct 2025 Choice Dollars to Grace
Lutheran Church until March 31, 2026 at thrivent.com/thriventchoice.

GRACE LUTHERAN SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS NOW AVAILABLE
Scholarship Applications are now available in the church office. Please email or call

the office to request an application: officemanager@gracelutheran-alpena.org or
989-354-2640. Deadline to apply is April 15th.

HERE YE! HERE YE!
The GREAT FACEBOOK CHALLENGE is upon us!

We want an active presence on Grace's Facebook page and need your help. Your
"LIKES" are good, but your "COMMENTS" and "SHARES" are GREAT!!!

Beginning March 1st, Grace Lutheran Church challenges YOU to be one of our TOP
FACEBOOK FANS by "liking" "sharing" and "commenting" on all of Grace's
Facebook posts until the end of April. The winners will be awarded a gift card to Cabin
Creek Coffee.

For more information, text Kat at 989.255.8750 or Donna at 989.590.3327.
SUNDAY WORSHIP LIVESTREAMED AND RECORDED
Our Sunday worship service is livestreamed, shown on the internet, as it is happening

and recorded for viewing online later. People in the sanctuary attending the Sunday
service may be seen as part of the livestream and recording.
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Lenten Services 2026

The Ash Wednesday service on February 18 will be at Grace Lutheran Church. This year the
services will be evening prayer services from each of the traditions that are participating. SUPPER
BEGINS AT 5:30 PM with the video starting after everyone has soup. Our SERVICES WILL START AT
6:45 PM and with the shorter format of prayer services for the second through fifth weeks will be
done by 7:30 PM. The Maundy Thursday Service will be hosted by Trinity Episcopal. The Tre Cre
Service will be hosted by First Presbyterian from Noon — 3 pm on Good Friday, April 3. All are
welcome!

Service Host Church
Maundy Thursday April 2 Trinity Episcopal
5:30 PM Soup/6:45 PM Worship
Good Friday Tre Ore Apiril 3 First Presbyterian
Noon -3 PM

Easter Worship at Grace
Saturday, April 4 ~ 5:30 p.m.
Sunday, April 5 ~ 9:30 a.m.

Easter Breakfast Potluck Following
Our Sunday 9:30 a.m. Service

GENERAL FUND GIVING FOR FEBRUARY 2026

Average needed in February (4 weeks) to meet budget $19,252.00
Monthly Giving - February 18,058.87

We received:
88 envelopes, 59 Simply Giving recurring payments,
5 Thrivent Choice donations, and 10 Give+ payments made from our website
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HAPPENING THIS WEEK!

Sunday — 29th

9:30 am
11:00 am

Monday - 30th
8am-noon

8am-2pm
Tuesday - 31st
8am-noon
9:00 am
11:00 am

Wednesday - 1st
8am-noon

Thursday - 2nd
8am-noon
8am-2pm
6:00 pm
5:30 pm
6:45 pm

Friday - 3rd
8am-noon

8am-2pm
9:00 am
12-3 pm

Saturday - 4th
5:00 pm

NO Sunday School
Worship
Adult CE - Lounge

Church Office Open
Kitchen Reserved

Church Office Open
Sewing/Quilting
Pastor’s Text Study

Church Office Open

Church Office Open
Kitchen Reserved
Bell Choir Practice
Soup Supper &
Maundy Thursday
Worship - Trinity
Episcopal

Church Office Open
Kitchen Reserved
Digital Disciples Mtg
Good Friday Tre Ore -
First Presbyterian

Easter Worship

SERVING MARCH 28/29

MINISters...........ccoeevveeriieeeieeeieeieenns God’s People
Pastor.........ccooooevieniiiiiiie Rev. Tom Orth
Music Director ...........cccccoceveenienenncnn. Claire Witt
Organist............ccooevvvvenveiien Kat Tomaszewski
Comm. Asst. ........... Joe Gentry, Stephanie Suszek,
Cindy Domrase
Lector......ccooovviiiiniiiiiiiecceee, Sharon Engstrom
Ushers............ Gary & Kay Grove, Rick Engstrom,
Cindy Domrase (Sat.)
Greeters .........ccceeevenienenne Joe & Dawn Gentry
Altar Guild ............... Mary Rowader, Elsa Phillips

Livestream Team.... Dawn Anderson, Jan Charter,
Don LaBarre, Alex Struble

Counters..................... Cheryl Lang, Cindy Suszek,
Stephanie Suszek
Coffee Hour............. Wayne Lewis, Audrey Garant
SERVING APRIL 4/5
MiniSters...........cccoeeveeeveeieneenienieennn God’s People
Pastor.........ccccoevenininnicee, Rev. Tom Orth
Music Director ............cccoocvveeenieneennnne Claire Witt
Organist...........ccoooovinieniin Kat Tomaszewski
Comm. Asst. ............... Nancy Platt, Mary Rowader
LeCtor.......cooovvieiiieiieeiieeieeeee e Ruby Haske
Ushers........ccoee.... Matt, Everett & Olivia Haske
Wayne Lewis (Saturday)
Greeters ...........ccooeeevuverrennnns Joel & Cindy Suszek
Altar Guild ................... Nancy Platt, Vicki Cripps

Livestream Team.... Dawn Anderson, Jan Charter,
Don LaBarre, Alex Struble

Counters ...........ccoeveevieennennnnen. Gary & Kay Grove

Coffee Hour.................... .Easter Breakfast Potluck

Large print worship folders & hearing
assistance devices are available from ushers

GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH View our services
on YouTube

119 W. Dunbar St., Alpena, MI 49707
Phone: Office 989-354-2640

Web Site: www.gracelutheran-alpena.org
Give online at www.gracelutheran-alpena.org

Pastor: Rev. Thomas W. Orth

Pastor’s Home 989-356-8729 Pastor’s Cell Phone 989-916-8759

n Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/gracelutheranalpena

E-mail:

pastor@gracelutheran-alpena.org
officemanager@gracelutheran-alpena.org




