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GATHERING 
 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE      

(the assembly stands as they are comfortable) 

 
 

(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.) 
 

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C: Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
 

P: In the name of + the One who was, who is, and who is to come. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, and called to live the baptized life, let 
us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

 

Water may be poured before or during the thanksgiving. 
 

P: Holy God, we give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that make a  
people your own, that restore to wholeness, and empower us to be witnesses in 
your name. Baptized into you, O Living One, 

C: make us one as you are one. 

 

P: We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that strengthen believers 
and give new life to beloved servants of your church; waters that extend your  
boundless love and cross barriers of our own making. Baptized into you, O 
Living One, 

C: make us one as you are one. 

 

P: We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that open the hearts of 
believers and give a voice in the night to those in captivity; waters that set your 
people on a new path, rejoicing in the Spirit’s power. Baptized into you, O 
Living One, 

C: make us one as you are one. 

Grace Lutheran Church 
 

Grace Lutheran’s Purpose Statement 
 

“We share God’s love by welcoming all and 
making a Christ-like difference in our community and world.” 
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P: Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, that our every day is shaped by 
these waters that give us our very lives in you. We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
the Crucified and Risen One. 

C: Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN             “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” R834 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

This selection is in the public domain. 
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KYRIE 

Text: Gracia Grindal © 1998 Augsburg Fortress.  Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense 
#A-708784. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE 
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Text: Martin A. Seltz; Music: Ludwig van Beethoven.  Text © 1998 Augsburg Fortress.  Permission to reprint/stream 
this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 

 
P: The Lord be with you.   C:  And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Bountiful God, you gather your people into your realm, and you promise us 
food from your tree of life. Nourish us with your word, that empowered by your 
Spirit we may love one another and the world you have made, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Acts 16:9-15 

A vision compels Paul to move his ministry into Greece. There he meets Lydia, an 
important person in the business community, whose heart has been opened by God 
to receive the gospel. Her conversion and baptism provide the impetus for the 
founding of the church at Philippi. 
 

9 During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with 
him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10 When he had seen the 
vision, we immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God 
had called us to proclaim the good news to them. 11 We set sail from Troas and took 
a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, 12 and from there to 
Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. 
We remained in this city for some days. 13 On the sabbath day we went outside the 
gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down 
and spoke to the women who had gathered there. 14 A certain woman named Lydia, a 
worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer 
in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. 
15 When she and her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have 
judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.” And she prevailed 
upon us. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. C:  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 67 
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy. (Ps. 67:4) 
 
1 May God be merciful to us and bless us; 
  may the light of God’s face shine upon us. 
 

2 Let your way be known upon earth, 
  your saving health among all nations. 
 

3 Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
  let all the peoples praise you. 
 

4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
  for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations on earth.  
 

5 Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
  let all the peoples praise you. 
 

6 The earth has brought forth its increase; 
  God, our own God, has blessed us. 
 

7 May God give us blessing, 
  and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.  

 

Revelation 21:10, 22—22:5 
John’s vision of a new Jerusalem coming out of heaven provides continuity with 
God’s past actions. Yet in this new city, God’s presence replaces the temple, and the 
glory of God and the Lamb supplants sun and moon. 
 

10 And in the spirit [one of the angels] carried me away to a great, high mountain and 
showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God. 22 I saw 
no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 23 
And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is its 
light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24 The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of 
the earth will bring their glory into it. 25 Its gates will never be shut by day—and 
there will be no night there. 26 People will bring into it the glory and the honor of the 
nations. 27 But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practices abomination 
or falsehood, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 22:1 Then the 
angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the 
throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the street of the city. On 
either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its 
fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3 
Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of God and of the 
Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; 4 they will see his face, and his 
name will be on their foreheads. 5 And there will be no more night; they need no 
light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever 
and ever. 
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L: The word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

(The assembly stands as they are comfortable for the Gospel) 
 
 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Text: Gracia Grindal © 1998 Augsburg Fortress. Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense 
#A-708784. 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to John.  
C:  Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

John 14:23-29 
As Jesus talks of returning to the Father, he promises to send the Advocate, the Holy 
Spirit, who will teach Jesus’ followers and remind them of all that Jesus taught. 
Even more, those in whom God makes a home will experience a peace that 
overcomes fear. 
 

23 Jesus answered [Judas (not Iscariot),] “Those who love me will keep my word, 
and my Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with 
them. 24 Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; and the word that you 
hear is not mine, but is from the Father who sent me.25 “I have said these things to 
you while I am still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father 
will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have 
said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as 
the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. 28 
You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I am coming to you.’ If you loved 
me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the Father is greater 
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than I. 29 And now I have told you this before it occurs, so that when it does occur, 
you may believe.” 

 

P: The Gospel of Our Lord.        
C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

HOMILY 
 

(The assembly stands as they are able) 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY              “The Peace of the Lord” R646 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  (Saturday) 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
  He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again; 
  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

BAPTISM  (Sunday - ELW p. 227ff) 
 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 
 

 (Response after each petition) 

 
 

P: God of grace,  
C: receive our prayer. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Christ. 

OFFERING   
 

OFFERTORY  (the assembly stands as they are comfortable and sings as the gifts are brought 
forward) 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 
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Words: M F C Wilson. Text copyright 1988, Lorenz Publishing, All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
OneLicense.net #A-708789 
 

P: Let us pray...Risen One, 
we bring our gifts and you gather us around your table of grace. Come 
among us again, breathe your life into us, and enliven us with this meal, that 
we may live as your risen body in the world. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise…(concluding)…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:                                          
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER/WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory.  In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out … 
 to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father in heaven hallowed be your name, 
   your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and 
 deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
   now and forever.  Amen. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 
(All who desire to receive Christ’s presence in bread and wine are welcome to participate in the Eucharist)  

 

P: Come to the table of grace.  Receive the gift of new life. 

Text: Martin A. Seltz © 1998 Augsburg Fortress.  Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense 
#A-708784 
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COMMUNION HYMN               “Borning Cry”                    WOV770 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 
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(the assembly stands as they are comfortable) 

 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us pray...Living One, 
C: in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send us now to tell of 

your wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim your risen life to a wounded 
and weary world. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 
 

P: The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, + Savior, and 
Spirit, light your way with resurrection dawn, now and always.  Amen. 

 

     
                                                                                                     (Continued on next page) 
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SENDING HYMN             “May This Church Be like a Tree”                         ACS1042 
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Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

P: Alleluia!  Christ is risen.  
C:  Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
 

P: Go in peace.  In Christ you are made new.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
C: Thanks be to God.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
POSTLUDE 

       
 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT GRACE LUTHERAN 
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  

We are glad to have you here worshiping with us.  For visitors, we would be glad to tell 
you more about Grace Lutheran and how we share God's love. Please leave the best way 
to contact you on the visitor sheets in the Sanctuary Narthex or the Office Lobby or use 
the bulletin and give it to an usher.  

 
 

COFFEE HOUR AFTER SUNDAY WORSHIP  
Join us for a time of fellowship with coffee/tea/juice and treats 

in the Fellowship Hall off the Office Lobby after our Sunday worship.  
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
In Celebration of 

Evelyn Louise Priebe’s Baptism 
Given by Nana 

 
IN OUR PRAYERS  
Hope Kamyszek, Pam Kirchoff, Bill Whitscell, Adam Kamyszek, Kelly Pankey, Joanne 
Kindt, Eleanor Coddington, Sandy Malaski, Janet Chroninger, Bonnie Cross, Elfie 
Jahnke, Budd & Marlene Jobson, Meredith Smith, Robert Larsen, Vicki Piontkowski, 
Elaine Hatch, Scott Lancaster, Dorothy Hansen, Emma Nelson, Michele Amelotte, Jim 
Malaski -- Lyle Beck, Candy & Tom Laughlin, Alfonse & Margaret Kamyszek, Rose 
Rosenbreck, Michelle, Sandra Christopherson, Joan Vanover, Clayton Peters, Bonnie 
Urlaub, Paige Lancewicz, Randy Thiem, Mychele Allmacher, Bishop Emeritus Gary 
Hansen, Deborah Al-Duwaisan, Julie Stafford, Daphne Flack, Dixie Crevier, Brenda 
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Donajkowski, Linda, Kaye Harry, Sandra Beck, Kevin Carlson, Laura Fettes (Don 
Cross’ granddaughter), Donna Kendziorski, Jeff Kendziorski, Geraldine Rhoads, Herb 
Schiller, Jimmy Lappan, Donna Hatch, Jordyn, Maggie, and Joseph Hansen.   
 

Our prayer list is redone each month. If you, or a family member, would like to continue on the prayer 
list, please call the office (354-2640).  
 
 

PRAYER PARTNERS 
From the LARCC (Lutheran, Anglican, Roman Catholic and Congregational UCC) 
parishes of Alpena, this weekend we pray for the Altar Servers/Ushers at All Saints 
Catholic Parish. Our Synod Prayer Partners for this week: Christ the King Lutheran 
Church/Gladwin, Rev. Emily Olsen-Brandt; and Bishop Craig Satterlee and Synod 
Staff.  
 
 

PRAYER LETTERS 
Please sign the prayer letter(s) each week that we send out telling other churches and 
ministries they have been included in our prayers. Fill the page with our names. The 
letter(s) are on the podium by the table in the Office Lobby.  
 
BAPTISM 
We pray for God’s blessings for Evelyn Louise Priebe, who is being baptized at our 
9:30 a.m. service on Sunday, May 25.  Evelyn’s parents are Scott & Alexandra (Garant) 
Priebe and her sponsors are Trey & Sheila Garant. 
 
ADULT CHRISTIAN ED - MAY 25 
Gospel of Luke, Chapter 8 
We're trying Chapter 8 again. You are invited to join us for class as we read Luke, 
looking for connections and learning about this Gospel. Even if you haven't made it 
before. It is very possible to come and participate. We are at 11 in the Lounge. See you 
there.  
 
NEW BISHOP 
Congratulations to Rev. Julie Schneider-Thomas on her election as the next Bishop 
of the North/West Lower Michigan Synod - ELCA. She comes from churches around 
the Grand Rapids area.  
 
 

THANK YOU to Bishop Craig A Satterlee for his twelve years (2 terms) of service to 
the Synod. And God's Speed to his next endeavors. 
 
GRADUATING? 
Please let us know by May 25 
If you, or someone you know, is graduating please let the church office know.  We 
would like to include your information in an upcoming bulletin.  Graduates, please also 
let us know if you will be attending our Sunday service on Graduation Sunday, June 8. 
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QUILTERS RUMMAGE SALE 
The Quilters Rummage Sale is coming soon...Friday & Saturday, August 22 & 23.  
Donations of items will be greatly appreciated.  Please no pieces of furniture or other 
large items. Also, please keep your items until close to the dates, so moving them from 
the basement to the Fellowship Hall is eliminated.  Thank you in advance! 
 
N/W LOWER MICHIGAN SYNOD ASSEMBLY - NEW BISHOP ELECTED 
On May 18-20, Jan Charter attended the North/West Lower Michigan Synod Assembly 
in Mt. Pleasant.  The theme of the Assembly was “Live a Life Worthy of Our Calling.”  
Every six years, a Bishop is elected at the Assembly, and this was the year for that.  One 
of our guest speakers, the Rev. Tim Graham, Bishop of the Indiana-Kentucky Synod, 
described our time together as having a “ferocious pace.”  I had reviewed the agenda and 
Assembly materials beforehand and, although I saw a very full schedule, I thought we 
would have some unscheduled free time because the agenda provided for five ballots to 
elect the Bishop.  Surely, I thought, we won’t need five ballots.  But I was wrong.  And 
that should tell you something.  If you guessed that we now have a new Bishop, you 
would be right.  Her name is Julie Schneider-Thomas; she pastors Zion Lutheran in 
Comstock Park and Hope Lutheran in Rockford, and will begin her new position on 
September 1.  Based on her ordination year of 1996, I’m guessing she’s in her mid-50s.  
Her husband is also a pastor. 
 

Apart from the incredibly complicated election process, the Assembly was a very moving 
experience for me.  Just hearing over 250 people singing together (which we did a lot) 
was a real thrill.  You could just feel the Holy Spirit around us in that room.  We did a lot 
of praying, especially when readying ourselves to cast our ballots, and everyone took this 
time of discerning very seriously.  It was a joy to see people so interested and thoughtful 
during our entire time together.  Although I was the only person attending from Grace, I 
made a new friend, and I would like to attend the next Assembly if I’m able.  Please join 
me next year! 
 
150TH BALLOONS - ARE THEY EVER GOING TO FALL?????? 
It's been a year since our 150th Anniversary Celebration and Dinner. Three balloons are 
still floating. And ONLY TWO people's guesses are still possible. You can still enter 
your guess when the last one will fall down. The PRIZE is getting bigger all the time. 
 
SUNDAY WORSHIP LIVESTREAMED AND RECORDED 
Our Sunday worship service is livestreamed, shown on the internet, as it is happening 
and recorded for viewing online later. People in the sanctuary attending the Sunday 
service may be seen as part of the livestream and recording. 



19 



20 

HAPPENING THIS WEEK! 
   
  

 

 Sunday –25th  
   8:50 am Choir Practice 
   9:30 am Worship 
   11:00 am Adult Christian Ed 

 
 

Monday - 26th 
   CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED  
  
 

Tuesday - 27th 
   8am-noon Church Office Open 
   9:00 am Sewing/Quilting 
  
 

Wednesday - 28th 
   CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
   6:00 pm Bell Choir 
 
 

 Thursday - 29th 
   8am-noon Church Office Open 
   8am-2pm Kitchen Reserved   
  
 

Friday - 30th 
   8am-noon Church Office Open 
   8am-2pm Kitchen Reserved   
  
 

Saturday - 31st 
   5:00 pm  Worship   
       

 
 

 

SERVING MAY 24/25 
Ministers ........................................... God’s People 
Pastor...............................................Rev. Tom Orth 
Music Director ...................................... Claire Witt 
Recorded Accompaniment ..... ..Kat Tomaszewski 
Comm. Asst. ............ Audrey Garant, Wayne Lewis 
Lector .................................................. Anna Lewis 
Ushers ...................... Matt, Everett & Olivia Haske; 
                                  Wayne Lewis (Saturday) 
Greeters  ................................... Dale & Pat Schultz 
Altar Guild ....................  Nancy Platt, Vicki Cripps 
Livestream Team ..... Dawn Anderson, Jan Charter,   
                                   Don LaBarre, Alex Struble 
Counters .............. Wayne & Chris Christopherson, 
                                Darlene Freel 
Coffee Hour ........... .Wayne Lewis, Audrey Garant 

 
 
 

SERVING MAY 31/JUNE 1 
Ministers ........................................... God’s People 
Pastor...............................................Rev. Tom Orth 
Music Director ...................................... Claire Witt 
Recorded Accompaniment ..... ..Kat Tomaszewski 
Comm. Asst. ........ Sherie McTaggart, JoAnn Smith 
Lector ................................................... Bob Greene 
Ushers ..Wayne & Chris Christopherson, June Daly 
Greeters  ............... Wayne & Chris Christopherson 
Altar Guild ..........  Kathy Piontkowski, Kelli Liske 
Livestream Team ..... Dawn Anderson, Jan Charter,   
                                   Don LaBarre, Alex Struble 
Counters .............. Cheryl Lang, Sherie McTaggart, 
                               Cindy Suszek 
Coffee Hour ........................... .Joe & Dawn Gentry 

 
 

 

 

View our services 
on YouTube 

 

 

Large print worship folders & hearing 
assistance devices are available from ushers 

GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
119 W. Dunbar St., Alpena, MI  49707 

Phone:  Office  989-354-2640 
Web Site:  www.gracelutheran-alpena.org      

Give online at www.gracelutheran-alpena.org 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Thomas W. Orth 
Pastor’s Home   989-356-8729        Pastor’s Cell  Phone   989-916-8759 

E-mail:   
pastor@gracelutheran-alpena.org 

officemanager@gracelutheran-alpena.org 
 

 Find us on Facebook at ww.facebook.com/gracelutheranalpena 


