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Grace Lutheranõs Purpose Statement 
 

ñWe share Godôs love by welcoming all and making a 

Christ-like difference in our community and world.ò 

Marilyn Whitscell, Erv Simi, 

Jeanette Grove, Elfie Jahnke, 

Lorraine Leathead, Gloria 

Moore, Dave Chroninger, Harold & Jean Kissau, 

Jim Malaski, Karen & Walter Spigelmyre, 

Dorothy Gentry, Emma Nelson, Julie Troy, Alice, 

Brad Grove, Mimi, Dick Sanders, Herb Schiller, 

Trapp Truman, Kevin Salesman, Jeff Lee, David 

Schaedig, Bishop Craig Satterlee, Cody Gustin, 

Eric Carlson, Martin Suszek, Larry Beaudoin, 

Shirley Johnson, Mike Knoblett, Dennis 

Diamond, and Richard G.   

Alan Freel, Darlene Freel, Gar 

Nicholls, Bunny Lyon, Judy 

Kautz, Debbie Anderson, 

 

 

Our last day for 

Sunday School, until 

Fall, will be May 7.  

 

 

The Sixth Community Celebrating and Sharing DinnerThe Sixth Community Celebrating and Sharing Dinner   

Thank you to all who helped in making the Celebrating and Sharing Community 

Dinner a success!  It is always amazing how volunteers give of their time and 

efforts, along with those who attend who enjoy the fellowship, food and 

bidding.  Jon Benson and his crew surely put on a wonderful meal and we are so 

blessed. The benefits of this event are countless and we want to thank everyone 

who participated!  More details to follow.   

 

A special thank you from the Auction Committee for the many wonderful 

donations received for the Chinese raffle and silent auction.  Your generosity was 

greatly appreciated and truly helped make this a successful event!  

Parking at Grace in May Parking at Grace in May   
 

Parking at Grace continues to be interesting as 

Third Avenue from Washington to Lewis is being 

rebuilt.   I am asking all that are able to walk a 

little bit, to park further from the church. Even if 

you arrive early and find spaces on Dunbar or 

in the parking lot, would you leave those 

spaces for any guests or those who might find 

distance difficult. A bit of hospitality for each 

other and the stranger in our midst.  

 

Thank you,  

Pastor Tom 

Our prayer list is redone each month.  If you, or 

a family member, would like to continue on the 

prayer list, please call the office (354 -2640). 



GRACE EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Staff & Leadership Telephone Numbers  

 

CHURCH OFFICE  ............................................ 354-2640 

Rev. Tom Orth  .............. Home .................................. 356-8729 

 ....................................... Cell ...................................... 916-8759 

Office Manager  .......... Peggy Tomaszewski  ......... 255-8850 

Music Director  ............. Berniece Lyon  ................... 464-7064 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD 

President  ....................... Tom Lappan ...................... 356-3718 

Vice -President  ............. Rick Engstrom  ................... 916-5963 

Exec. Secretary  ........... Sandy Malaski  ................... 356-6248 

Treasurer ....................... Don Barnard  ..................... 340-1055 
 

WORK GROUP LEADERS/COUNCIL 

Education ..................... Elsa Phillips ......................... 884-1809 

Worship  ......................... Sharon Engstrom  .............. 354-5133 

Discipleship  .................. Joelyn Rich  ........................ 340-0592 

Property  ........................ Jeff Welch  .......................... 595-2195 

Fellowship  ..................... Jeanne Pankey  ................ 354-2416 

 ....................................... Pat Schultz  ......................... 356-2781 

Finance  ......................... Dennis Werblow  ................ 354-5560 
 

OTHER V.I.P.s 

Stewardshipé ............. Wayne Christopherson  .... 356-0430 

Youth Director  ............. Vicki Denstaedt  ................ 916-9258 

WELCA .......................... Darleen Freel  ..................... 354-8866 

 ....................................... Dorothy Hansen  ................ 354-3563 

Samaritas ...................... Kay Grove  ......................... 727-2054 

Quilters .......................... Caroline Weise  .................. 354-8060 

 ....................................... Dorothy Hansen  ................ 354-3563 

LARCC .......................... Eleanor Coddington  ........ 354-8766 

 ....................................... Sandy Welch  ..................... 916-5006 

This is a big pain. (Or words to that effect!!!) 
 
That came to mind a couple of times recently. When our phone and internet service 
was cut. And as we live with the Third Avenue reconstruction project.  
 
At least for the phone and internet service, it was restored in only a few days. You can 
function, if not as you are used to or wish. And as for Third Avenue, well it has been a 

bit inconvenient (but not as much as those living on those 2 blocks of Third).  
 
Both were or are going to be relatively short in the scheme of things, even in just the scheme of this year.  
 
We need to be getting on with getting on. We need to look at the big picture, keeping in mind where we 
are going. That keeps in perspective the little things of the day to day or the week to week or even the 
month to month.  
 
I often think about God and Godôs plan. And how long God has been waiting to see what God wants for 
humankind and creation. I am more than glad that God can bear with a bit of this is a big pain.  
 
As I work on some of the projects I am involved with, can we have a long enough view to be part of the 
solution without knowing what the ultimate solution will be, let alone seeing the change completely 
implemented and living in it? Or have we come to see immediate solutions as the norm and only thing 
worthwhile, not even bothering with something that goes beyond us and our time? 
 

 

There are many ways that Christians do see 
beyond ourselves. We see it in life eternal, without 
knowing or even being able to truly envision what 
that means. We make our best imaginings with the 
answer to come, always trusting in God. We do it in 
the promises that the Kingdom of God has come 
near and is at hand. And want to believe that and 
live that with all our hearts, yet we can not quite 
comprehend how that would be.  
 
Ultimately I think we are people of the future. Not 
just the distant future of life eternal. Rather also of 
the future just around the corner. After we get 
beyond this big pain. And the next big pain. And 
maybe a few after that. Each big thing, and each 
little one, gives us the chance to grow toward that 
future. We live them in Godôs promises to us and for 
us. In Godôs gifts to us and for all the world. 
 
May we each not be put off by pains of the moment, 
or of not seeing Godôs end to Kingdom building. 
Rather may we sense God at work and knowing 
and trusting Godôs work is happening. 
 
Thanks be to God  
 
 

Pastor Tom 
 

 
 
 



Exploring LutheranismExploring Lutheranism   

&&  

Grace Lutheran Grace Lutheran   

For New Members and  

òOldó (yet young at heart) Members  

 

Interested in learning more about Lutheran 

tradition and Grace Lutheran in particular?  

Join us on two Thursday evenings, May 18 and 

25 at 6:30 p.m.  The evenings are geared 

toward people considering joining Grace. Yet 

everyone is invited to learn more about 

Lutheran history in this the year of the 500 th 

commemoration of the Reformation.  

 

See Pastor Tom for more info.  

  

Graduating?Graduating?  

 

Are you, or is someone you know, 

graduating?  Please drop the 

information off at the church office 

(or email the office at 

officemanager@gracelutheran -

alpena.org) including the name, graduation date, 

institution of learning, and future plans of the graduate.  

We would like to publish this information in our June 

newsletter.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you so much for your support, 

care and kindness and your cards, 

thoughts and prayers during this time 

of my surgery and recovery.  Your 

thoughtfulness is greatly appreciated.  

 

Elsa Phillips 

Worship Work Group SurveyWorship Work Group Survey   

Time and Talent survey sheets are included in 

this newsletter and available on the information 

table in the Narthex.  Please fill one out if you 

are willing to help in any of the areas.  (Training 

will be provided.)  Please note that only those 

completing a survey will be included on the 

new schedules, so if you are willing to help in 

any of the areas listed, please complete the 

form to help us with scheduling.  Be sure to 

check any areas in which you are already 

involved along with any new areas in which you 

are willing to serve .  Surveys may be turned in to 

the church office or placed in the offering 

plate.  If you have any questions please 

contact Sharon Engstrom or the church office.   

Spring CleanSpring Clean--UpUp  

May 6, 2017  

9 a.m. to Noonish  

(Church will be open at 8 a.m. 

for those who can begin earlier)  

 

 

¶ Interior cleaning as usual (rain or shine).  

¶ Garden(s) clean up and raking.  

¶ Parking lot fence repair.  

¶ Clean up behind the parish education     

      building.  The side facing the neighbors  

      behind our  church.  

 

--No driveway brick work this year. -- 

 

We need as many hands as possible.  

Many hands make light work!  



 
 April 2017  

 Finances        Attendance  

GENERAL FUND ............. $ 18,733.50 SATURDAY WORSHIP (4) ....... 141 

BUILDING FUND ................... 1,488.67 SUNDAY WORSHIP (4) ........... 320 

CHRISTIAN GROWTH ............... 13.00 EASTER SATURDAY ................... 40 

OTHER ................................... 3,903.46 EASTER SUNDAY ..................... 136 
 

TOTAL .............................. $ 24,138.63 TOTAL ....................................... 637 

 

(                     
 

 

Outreach and Mission - Local   

 

 

Samaritas project for April - June .  The Samaritas large wicker basket is by the door 

in the Narthex.  We are collecting underwear and socks for 2 year olds through   

age 13.  This project is for the Foster Children of Samaritas.  

 

Bread Weekend returns the weekend of May 20 -21.  All members are encouraged 

to bake and buy bread.  Thanks for your support of this ministry!  

 

Noisy Offering continues to be the 4 th weekend of the month.  One of our projects 

we support with this money is our World Vision sponsored child, Ishimwe.   

Discipleship    Discipleship                      Items Needed : 

*  Tuna & Tuna Helper  

*  Peanut Butter & Jelly  

*  Pancake Mix & Syrup  

        (Just add water kind)  

*  Elbow Macaroni  
                   

 

The collection basket is located outside the church 

office.  All items collected will be donated to Trinity 

Episcopalõs food pantry. 

Loving Care Members  

 

Please continue to remember our Loving Care Members with a call, visit or card!!!  Thanks to all 

who participated in the Flurry of Cards for Easter.  

Walk Me Home Event  

Saturday, June 10 at 9:00 a.m. at the Duck Park  
 
 

We will again need workers and walkers/

runners.  This year we will have a prize also for 

the funniest hat worn.  Mark your calendars for 

June 10th!!!   

 

See the full page insert in this newsletter for 

more information.  



 

We are looking for workers and for people to sign up and walk/run!!!  

Sign up sheets for workers and walkers/runners are available in the Narthex. 








