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GATHERING 
 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
WELCOME  

 

PRELUDE       

 

(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.) 
 
 

(the assembly stands as you are comfortable) 
 

P: Blessed be God, the one who forms us,  + Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit 
who makes our joy complete.  

C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: Steadfast and faithful God, 
C: you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. We are 

overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk what 
we have for the sake of others. For the harm we have caused, known and 
unknown, forgive us. For the unjust demands we place on others and your 
creation, forgive us. For the ways we turn away from you and our neighbor, 
forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; in the name of 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

P: Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. God’s 
compassion is beyond compare. In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. 
In + Christ, we are already and always forgiven. 

C: Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN         “Light Dawns on a Weary World” R726 

Grace Lutheran Church 
 

Grace Lutheran’s Purpose Statement 
 

“We share God’s love by welcoming all and 
making a Christ-like difference in our community and world.” 
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GREETING 
P: The steadfast love of God, the life of Jesus Christ, and the growth of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  

C: And also with you.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 
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KYRIE   (verses 1 & 4) 
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HYMN OF PRAISE   
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P: The Lord be with you.   
C: And also with you. 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, and 
you give us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, 
and prepare us for the joy of the day of your coming, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
(the assembly may be seated) 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18 

Zephaniah (like the prophet Amos in last week’s first reading) presents the day of 
the Lord as one of judgment and wrath. Descriptions of the last day in the New 
Testament include details taken from Old Testament accounts of the day of the 
Lord. 
 
7Be silent before the Lord God! For the day of the Lord is at hand; the Lord has 
prepared a sacrifice, he has consecrated his guests. 12At that time I will search 
Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the people who rest complacently on their 
dregs, those who say in their hearts, “The Lord will not do good, nor will he do 
harm.” 13Their wealth shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste. Though they 
build houses, they shall not inhabit them; though they plant vineyards, they shall not 
drink wine from them. 14The great day of the Lord is near, near and hastening fast;  
the sound of the day of the Lord is bitter, the warrior cries aloud there. 15That day 
will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and devastation,   
a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness, 16a day of trumpet 
blast and battle cry against the fortified cities and against the lofty battlements. 17I 
will bring such distress upon people  that they shall walk like the blind; because they 
have sinned against the Lord, their blood shall be poured out like dust, and their 
flesh like dung. 18Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to save them on the 
day of the Lord’s wrath; in the fire of his passion the whole earth shall be 
consumed; for a full, a terrible end he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth. 
 

L: The word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 90:1-8 [9-11] 12 
 

So teach us to number our days that we may apply our hearts to wisdom. (Ps. 90:12) 
 
1Lord, you have been our refuge 
  from one generation to another. 
 

2Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the earth were born, 
  from age to age you are God. 
 

3You turn us back to the dust and say, 
  “Turn back, O children of earth.” 
 

4For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past 
  and like a watch in the night;  
5you sweep them away like a dream, 
  they fade away suddenly like the grass: 
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6in the morning it is green and flourishes; 
  in the evening it is dried up and withered.   

7For we are consumed by your anger; 
  we are afraid because of your wrath. 
 

8Our iniquities you have set before you, 
  and our secret sins in the light of your countenance.  
 

[9When you are angry, all our days are gone; 
  we bring our years to an end like a sigh. 
 

10The span of our life is seventy years, perhaps in strength even eighty; 
  yet the sum of them is but labor and sorrow, for they pass away quickly 
       and we are gone. 
 

11Who regards the power of your wrath? 
  Who rightly fears your| indignation?] 
 

12So teach us to number our days 
  that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.  

 
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

Though we do not know and cannot calculate the day of Christ’s return, we live 
faithfully in the here and now as we anticipate the day when we will be given eternal 
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

1Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to 
have anything written to you. 2For you yourselves know very well that the day of the 
Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3When they say, “There is peace and 
security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a 
pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! 4But you, beloved, are not in 
darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; 5for you are all children of light 
and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. 6So then let us not fall 
asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; 7for those who sleep sleep at 
night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. 8But since we belong to the day, 
let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope 
of salvation. 9For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us, so that whether we are awake or 
asleep we may live with him. 11Therefore encourage one another and build up each 
other, as indeed you are doing. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

(The assembly stands as they are comfortable for the Gospel) 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
C:  Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

Matthew 25:14-30 
Jesus tells a parable about his second coming, indicating that it is not sufficient 
merely to maintain things as they are. Those who await his return should make good 
use of the gifts that God has provided them. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 14“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned 
his slaves and entrusted his property to them; 15to one he gave five talents, to another 
two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16The one 
who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made 
five more talents. 17In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more 
talents. 18But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the 
ground and hid his master’s money. 19After a long time the master of those slaves 
came and settled accounts with them. 20Then the one who had received the five 
talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to 
me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ 21His master said to him, ‘Well 
done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will 
put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 22And the one 
with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two 
talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ 23His master said to him, ‘Well done, 
good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you 
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in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 24Then the one who had 
received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a 
harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter 
seed; 25so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have 
what is yours.’ 26But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did 
you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 27Then you 
ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have 
received what was my own with interest. 28So take the talent from him, and give it to 
the one with the ten talents. 29For to all those who have, more will be given, and they 
will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will 
be taken away. 30As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, 
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ ” 
 

P: The Gospel of Our Lord.       
C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

HOMILY 
 

(The assembly stands as they are comfortable) 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY        “Here on Jesus Christ I Will Stand”                        ACS1024 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
  He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again; 
  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 
 (Response after each petition) 

 

P: God of grace, 
C: hear our prayer. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Christ. 

 

OFFERING   
 
 

OFFERTORY  (the assembly stands as they are comfortable & sings as the gifts are brought forward) 

Words: M F C Wilson. Text copyright 1988, Lorenz Publishing, All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
OneLicense.net #A-708789 
 

P: Let us pray...God of power, God of plenty, 
C: all things belong to you. We bring your gifts to the table, that all might be fed. 

Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts.  
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise…(concluding)…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:                                          
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER/WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P:  O God most mighty, O God most merciful, O God our rock and our salvation, hear 

us as we praise, call us to your table, grant us your life.  When the earth was a 
formless void,...(concluding)...Grant us such life, the life of the Father to the Son, 
the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior, life in you, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
    thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
    and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, 
   forever and ever. Amen.   
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
(All who desire to receive Christ’s presence in bread and wine are welcome to participate in the Eucharist) 
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COMMUNION HYMN    “Christ, Be Our Light”                            R715 
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(the assembly stands as they are comfortable) 

 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his  
 grace.  
C: Amen. 
 
 

P: Let us pray...Blessed be your name, O God, 
C: for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our 

hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the world to your banquet, 
where none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 
P: The God of glory, + Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives 

in you, bless you now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 
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SENDING HYMN             “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”                       R815 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

P: Go in peace.  God is at work in you.  
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 
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POSTLUDE 

       
 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT GRACE LUTHERAN 
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  

We are glad to have you here worshiping with us.  For visitors, we would be glad to tell 
you more about Grace Lutheran and how we share God's love. Please leave the best 
way to contact you on the visitor sheets in the Sanctuary Narthex or the Office Lobby 
or use the bulletin and give it to an usher.  
 
 

COFFEE HOUR AFTER SUNDAY WORSHIP  
Join us for a time of fellowship with coffee/tea/juice and treats 

in the Fellowship Hall off the Office Lobby after our Sunday worship.  
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
In Honor of Christopher Moors’ 50th Birthday 

Given by His Mom, Geraldine Moors 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS  
Mary Barney-Bock, Eleanor Coddington, Sandy Malaski, Janet Chroninger, Bonnie 
Cross, Elfie Jahnke, Budd Jobson, Harry Kautz, Lisa Wooll, Kristin Berles, Don 
Barnard, Meredith Smith, Robert Larsen, Vicki Piontkowski, Elaine Hatch, Scott 
Lancaster, Gerald Lancaster, Dorothy Hansen, Larry & Emma Nelson, Michele 
Amelotte, Jim Malaski, Kathy Rettell -- Ann Suszek, Carl Smith, WMHRLD family, 
Rev. Laraine Sundin, Rev. Sarah Samuelson, Arlene Bettega, Judy Cattin, Sarah Cattin, 
Linda, Kaye Harry, Sandra Beck, Kevin Carlson, Laura Fettes (Don Cross’ 
granddaughter), Arlie Prevost, Donna Kendziorski, Jeff Kendziorski, Geraldine 
Rhoads, James Marculewicz, Herb Schiller, Ann Haske, Joanne Coughlin, Jimmy 
Lappan, Donna Hatch, Jordyn, Maggie, Emily Cross, and Joseph Hansen.   
 
 

PRAYER PARTNERS 
From the LARCC (Lutheran, Anglican, Roman Catholic and Congregational UCC) 
parishes of Alpena, this weekend we pray for the Administration Ministries at St. Paul 
Lutheran Church. Our Synod Prayer Partner for this week: Bread of Life Lutheran 
Church/Hudsonville, and Bishop Craig Satterlee and Synod Staff.  
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THANKSGIVING CARDS FOR LOVING CARE MEMBERS 
Please be sure to stop in the Office Lobby this weekend and sign cards for our Loving 
Care Members. Cards are located on the table by the Fellowship Hall entrance. 
 
ADULT CE - SUNDAY NOVEMBER 19 
Honoring Our Neighbor’s Faith 
United Church of Christ is the denomination we will look at this week. They are another 
of the full communion ecumenical partners of the ELCA and Pastor Tom's home 
denomination. We will look at the similarities and differences, and how the full 
communion partnership works. Join us at 11 in the Lounge. 
 
GRACE LUTHERAN THANKSGIVING DINNER! 
Thursday, November 23, 2023 ~ 5 p.m. 
Grace Lutheran will provide a church family Thanksgiving Day dinner at 5:00 pm.  The 
turkey, stuffing, mashed potatoes and gravy will be provided.  Everyone is welcome to 
bring a dish to pass – your favorite side, dessert, rolls, salads, whatever you feel inclined 
to bring!  We will offer delivery to our Loving Care Members at 4:00 pm to allow them 
to also partake in our Thanksgiving Dinner.  For delivery, please call Peggy at 989-
354-2640.  Delivery will be made shortly after 4:00 p.m. so our delivery crew can make 
it back to eat as well.  If you can help with delivery please contact Peggy so she can list 
the drivers we will have as well.   
 

Please sign up and include the number attending and the dish you wish to bring and 
share. (Sign-up sheets are located in the Office Narthex.)  There is also a sign-up sheet 
for Set-Up Committee and Clean-Up Committee for those who want to assist.  Requests 
for delivered meals need to be called in to the church by Monday, November 20 so 
deliveries can be coordinated. All are welcome!   
 
2023 CHRISTMAS WISH LIST  
The Wish List is comprised of local families experiencing hardships. We have been 
assigned 14 children (a total of 41 wishes) from 3 families and with your generous 
assistance, we are confident of another successful outcome. The recipient tags are 
available on the giving tree in the office lobby. Gifts will need to be wrapped (NO 
GIFT BAGS), with the gift tag securely taped to the package and returned to the 
church no later than SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 26. Thank you for making a difference 
in our community. --The Discipleship Committee. 
 
CHRISTMAS CAROLING - NEW DATE 
Sunday, December 10 
You are invited to join in Christmas caroling around the community on Sunday, 
December 10 at 1:00pm. Church decorating and lunch will happen beforehand. A sign 
up sheet will be posted. We will be going to assisted living homes as well as homes of 
some of our members. Please join in the fun! 
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BAKE SALE 
Saturday, December 2  ~  9:00 am - 12:30 pm 
The Ruth Circle is planning a bake sale at Grace again this year on December 2nd. 
Please check your recipes for all kinds of goodies. We depend on everyone to help us 
make this a success. Sale items may be brought in on Friday, December 1, from       
8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. We appreciate all baked or homemade goods, canned items, and craft 
items donated.   
 

Please invite your family and friends to this annual event.  All members of the 
congregation are invited to donate, to help and to shop on the day of the event.  Contact 
Darlene Freel at 989-464-0085 if you can help set up on Friday or help the day of the 
sale.  
 
CHRISTMAS DECORATING - JOIN US DECEMBER 10TH AFTER WORSHIP 
We're putting up the tree and the greens and the candles on Sunday, December 10th. 
Join in preparing the church for the season.  
 
CONGREGATIONAL LUNCHEON  
December 10 - after church decorating and before we go caroling. 
If you are staying for one or the other, decorating after church or going caroling at 1, 
have lunch together. Or just join us for lunch. Please sign up in the Office Lobby.  
 
NEW CHURCH ACCOMPANIST FOR ORGAN AND/OR PIANO 
We have reposted the announcement on our Facebook page. Your specifically 
"sharing" the post, beyond just liking, will spread the word more online. Thank 
you.  
 
THANK YOU 
I would like to take a moment to thank all who are involved in the Little Food Pantry. 
We have weekly volunteers and people who just spread the word about us.  We have 
donations that come in and we don’t know who you are but thank you,  It has been a 
great year for the pantry and I, personally, have seen the faces who need just a little 
help. You may have too.  So very grateful to all who help.  -- Mary Lappan 
 
PEACE VIGIL - SUNDAY NOVEMBER 19TH AT 7 PM HERE AT GRACE 
The Alpena Peace Community is inviting you to attend a Peace Vigil on Sunday, 
November 19, 2023 from 7:00pm to 7:30pm, at Grace Lutheran Church located at 
119 W. Dunbar in Alpena.  Meditations and prayers for peace are needed in all parts of 
our world, our country, our communities, and for our families and friends during these 
times of unrest.  We hope that you will join us for a brief period of time on November 
19th to focus meditatively on peaceful solutions to the many problems the human race is 
currently experiencing. ALL ARE WELCOME in this space! 
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HAPPENING THIS WEEK! 
   
   

 Sunday – 19th 
   9:00 am  Sunday School 
   9:00 am  Choir Practice 
   9:30 am  Worship 
   11:00 am  Adult Ed - Lounge 
   7:00 pm  Peace Vigil 
             

Monday - 20th 
   CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
              

Tuesday - 21st 
   8am-noon  Church Office Open 
   9:00 am  Sewing/Quilting 
   11:00 am  Pastors Text Study -  
      Lounge 
              

Wednesday - 22nd 
   8am-noon  Church Office Open 
   6:00 pm  Bell Choir Practice 
              

Thursday - 23rd 
   CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
   Thanksgiving Dinner at Grace 
             

Friday - 24th 
   CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
          
Saturday - 25th 

   5:00 pm   Worship   
     

 
Large print worship folders &  
hearing assistance devices are 

available from ushers 

SERVING NOVEMBER 18/19 
 

Ministers .................................... God’s People 
Pastor ...................................... Rev. Tom Orth 
Music Director ....................... Claire Schreiber 
Recorded Accompaniment..Kat Tomaszewski 
Lector ..................................... Cindy Domrase 

Communion 
Assistants ............... Joe Gentry, Wayne Lewis 
Ushers .................. Dale Schultz, Bruno Hirzel, 
                               Diane Prevost (Saturday) 
Greeters ........................ Steve & Janie Hansen 

Altar Guild .......... Sandy Welch, Karen Slaght 
Livestream Team .......... Dawn Anderson, Jan 
                                        Charter, Don LaBarre 
Counters ...............Cheryl Lang, Cindy Suszek 
Coffee Hour .. Wayne & Chris Christopherson 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SERVING NOVEMBER 25/26 
 

Ministers .................................... God’s People 
Pastor ...................................... Rev. Tom Orth 
Music Director ....................... Claire Schreiber 
Recorded Accompaniment..Kat Tomaszewski 
Lector ....................................... Corinne Fraley 

Communion 
Assistants ............... Joe Gentry, Wayne Lewis 
Ushers .................. Dale Schultz, Bruno Hirzel, 
                               Diane Prevost (Saturday) 
Greeters ........... Dawn Anderson, Anne Gentry 

Altar Guild .......... Sandy Welch, Karen Slaght 
Livestream Team .......... Dawn Anderson, Jan 
                                        Charter, Don LaBarre 
Counters ...............Cheryl Lang, Cindy Suszek 
Coffee Hour ...................... Dale & Pat Schultz 

GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
119 W. Dunbar St., Alpena, MI  49707 

Phone:  Office  989-354-2640 
Web Site:  www.gracelutheran-alpena.org      

Give online at www.gracelutheran-alpena.org 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Thomas W. Orth 
Pastor’s Home   989-356-8729        Pastor’s Cell  Phone   989-916-8759 

E-mail:   
pastor@gracelutheran-alpena.org 

officemanager@gracelutheran-alpena.org 
 

 Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/gracelutheranalpena 

 

View our services 
on YouTube 

SUNDAY WORSHIP LIVESTREAMED AND RECORDED 
Our Sunday worship service is livestreamed, shown on the internet, as it is happening and recorded for viewing online 

later. People in the sanctuary attending the Sunday service may be seen as part of the livestream and recording.  


