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Grace Lutheran Church 
 

Grace Lutheran’s Purpose Statement 
 

“We share God’s love by welcoming all and 
making a Christ-like difference in our community and world.” 

GATHERING 
 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE   

 

(the assembly stands as they are comfortable) 

 
 

(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.) 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity + one God, our maker, our helper, and our keeper. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
another. 

 

(Silence is kept for reflection) 

 

P: Merciful and loving God, 
C: we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy. We grumble 

about your grace to others. We turn away from the poor. Have mercy on us 
and forgive our sins. Rejoice over us as ones who were lost and have been 
found. Amen. 

 

P: Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came into the 
world to save sinners. We who were lost have been found. In the name of + 
Jesus, our sins are forgiven! 

C: Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN        “If You But Trust in God to Guide You”                     R769 
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GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

KYRIE (Sing twice) 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 
P: The Lord be with you.    
C:  And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is strong, 
nothing is holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our ruler and 
guide, we may live through what is temporary without losing what is eternal, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

 
 
 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from CCLI #11295441/20816990. 
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WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Malachi 4:1-2a 

Malachi, whose name means “my messenger,” warns that “the day is coming.” On 
that day, the evil will be destroyed like stubble in a fire, but the “sun of 
righteousness” will shine on those who honor God. 
 

1 See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all 
evildoers will be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the Lord of 
hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. 2a But for you who revere my 
name the sun of righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings. 
 

L: The word of the Lord.  
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 98 
In righteousness will the Lord judge the world. (Ps. 98:9) 
 
1 Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done marvelous things, 
  whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 
 

2 O Lord, you have made known your victory, 
  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
 

3 You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; 
  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
 

4 Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; 
  lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.  
 

5 Sing to the Lord with the harp, 
  with the harp and the voice of song. 
 

6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
  shout with joy before the king, the Lord. 
 

7 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, 
  the world and those who dwell therein. 
 

8 Let the rivers clap their hands, 
  and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, who comes to judge the 
earth. 
 

9 The Lord will judge the world with righteousness 
  and the peoples with equity.  

 
 
 



6 

2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 
Some members of the Thessalonian community, because of their belief in the 
nearness of Christ’s return, had ceased to work, living off the generosity of other 
members of the community. The writer of this letter warns them bluntly that if they 
want to eat, they need to work. 
 

6 Now we command you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
to keep away from every brother or sister living irresponsibly and not according to 
the tradition that they received from us. 7 For you yourselves know how you ought to 
imitate us; we were not irresponsible when we were with you, 8 and we did not eat 
anyone’s bread without paying for it, but with toil and labor we worked night and 
day so that we might not burden any of you. 9 This was not because we do not have 
that right but in order to give you an example to imitate. 10 For even when we were 
with you, we gave you this command: anyone unwilling to work should not eat. 11 
For we hear that some of you are living irresponsibly, mere busybodies, not doing 
any work. 12 Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to 
do their work quietly and to earn their own living. 13 Brothers and sisters, do not be 
weary in doing what is right. 
 

L: The word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

(The assembly stands as they are comfortable for the Gospel) 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke.  
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Luke 21:5-19 
As history moves toward God’s fulfillment there will be frightening signs and events. 
Before the end, believers will draw strength from their relationship to God and will 
be given the words they need to testify and to endure without fear. 
 

5 When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful 
stones and gifts dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, 6 “As for these things that you see, 
the days will come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown 
down.” 7 They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that 
this is about to take place?” 8 And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray, for 
many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go 
after them. 9 “When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified, for these 
things must take place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” 10 Then he said 
to them, “Nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom; 11 there will 
be great earthquakes and in various places famines and plagues, and there will be 
dreadful portents and great signs from heaven. 12 “But before all this occurs, they 
will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you over to synagogues and 
prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because of my name. 13 
This will give you an opportunity to testify. 14 So make up your minds not to prepare 
your defense in advance, 15 for I will give you words and a wisdom that none of your 
opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. 16 You will be betrayed even by 
parents and siblings, by relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death. 
17 You will be hated by all because of my name. 18 But not a hair of your head will 
perish. 19 By your endurance you will gain your souls.” 
 

P: The Gospel of Our Lord.        
C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

HOMILY 
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(The assembly stands as they are comfortable) 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY        “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”                            R597 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, 
    who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
  He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again; 
    He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

This selection is in the public domain. 
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    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
    the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 
 

 (Response after each petition) 

 
 

P: God of grace,  
C:  receive our prayer. 
 

OFFERING   
 

OFFERTORY  (the assembly stands as they are comfortable and sings as the gifts are brought forward) 

 
 
 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 



10 

P: Let us pray...Lord of the harvest, 
C: we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. Turn us to set our 

hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly provides for us. 
Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise…(concluding)…we praise your name and join their unending 
 hymn:        
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER/WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P:  Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:  Endless is your mercy and eternal your 

reign...(concluding)...For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

P: Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the life our Lord offered 
for us. And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power 
to share with us the great and promised feast. 

C:  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

P: Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in Christ’s body and 
blood may live to the praise of your glory and receive our inheritance with all 
your saints in light. 

C:  Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

P: Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and 
unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as 
victorious Lord of all.    

 Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and 
honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
  

P: Lord, remember us in your Kingdom and teach us to pray. 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, 
   forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

P: Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come to this meal of mercy. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 
(All who desire to receive Christ’s presence in bread and wine are welcome to participate in the Eucharist) 
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COMMUNION HYMN       “Blest Are They”                          R728 
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The assembly stands as they are comfortable) 

 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
 grace. 
C: Amen. 

 

P: Let us pray...O God,  
C: through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be your 

servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING 
P: The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives food to 

the hungry, who sets the prisoners free,+ bless us now and forever.   
C: Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN             “When Peace, Like a River                                            R785 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

P: Go in peace. Do not lose heart. 
C:  Thanks be to God.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POSTLUDE 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT GRACE LUTHERAN 
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  

We are glad to have you here worshiping with us.  For visitors, we would be glad to tell 
you more about Grace Lutheran and how we share God's love. Please leave the best way 
to contact you on the visitor sheets in the Sanctuary Narthex or the Office Lobby or use 
the bulletin and give it to an usher.  

 
 

COFFEE HOUR AFTER SUNDAY WORSHIP  
Join us for a time of fellowship with coffee/tea/juice and treats 

in the Fellowship Hall off the Office Lobby after our Sunday worship.  
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
In Honor and Memory of All Our Veterans 

 
IN OUR PRAYERS  
Bonnie Cross, Anna Lewis, Darlene Freel, Hope Kamyszek, Bill Whitscell, Joanne 
Kindt, Sandy Malaski, Janet Chroninger, Elfie Jahnke, Budd & Marlene Jobson, 
Meredith Smith, Robert Larsen, Elaine Hatch, Scott Lancaster, Dorothy Hansen, Emma 
Nelson, Michele Amelotte, Jim Malaski -- Paul Kroll, Jim Marquardt, Harry & Aggie 
Jakubiak, Jerry McConnell, Lisa Creger, Lynsie, Becky & Dante, Lyle Beck, Candy & 
Tom Laughlin, Margaret Kamyszek, Michelle, Joan Vanover, Paige Lancewicz, Randy 
Thiem, Mychele Allmacher, Deborah Al-Duwaisan, Daphne Flack, Brenda 
Donajkowski, Linda, Kaye Harry, Sandra Beck, Laura Fettes (Don Cross’ 
granddaughter), Donna Kendziorski, Jeff Kendziorski, Geraldine Rhoads, Herb Schiller, 
Jimmy Lappan, Donna Hatch, Jordyn, Maggie, and Joseph Hansen.  Military: Will 
Stafford (Rich & Sherie McTaggart’s grandson) and Amelia Berles - pilot training.   

Our prayer list is redone each month. If you, or a family member, would like to continue on the prayer 
list, please call the office (354-2640).  
 
PRAYER PARTNERS 
From the LARCC (Lutheran, Anglican, Roman Catholic and Congregational UCC) 
parishes of Alpena, this weekend we pray for the Administration Ministries at St. Paul 
Lutheran Church. Our Synod Prayer Partners for this week: Emmanuel Lutheran/
Ludington, Rev. Domingo Shriver; and Bishop Julie Schneider-Thomas and Synod 
Staff.  
 
PRAYER LETTERS 
Please sign the prayer letter(s) each week that we send out telling other churches and 
ministries they have been included in our prayers. Fill the page with our names. The 
letter(s) are on the podium by the table in the Office Lobby.  
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ADULT CE CLASS – NOVEMBER 16 
Whose not in church? And why?  
We often hear of how young people are not at church. And we can see that for 
ourselves. Our article though is on seniors not being in church. So lets turn that idea 
around a little and talk about what church and our faith means to us and what we want/
need from church and faith regardless of our ages. And maybe why some are not finding 
that in church today. Join us at 11 in the Lounge.  
 
THANKSGIVING CARDS TO SIGN - NOVEMBER 15/16 
Please stop in the Office Lobby this weekend to sign Thanksgiving cards for our Loving 
Care Members. 
 
2025 CHRISTMAS WISH LIST TREE 
The Christmas Wish List sponsored by United Way of Northeast Michigan has 
officially kicked off matching gift recipients to donors.  
 

Grace Lutheran's Christmas Giving Tree is in the Office Lobby with tags for items 
needed. Girl's tags are the red ornaments and the boy's lime green. Each ornament lists 
the item needed. If you take a tag please have the gift returned by Sunday 
November 30th. Please wrap the gift and label it with the child's name and most 
important, have the code on the label. i.e., TB249. Thank you for your participation. 
United Way expects to serve nearly 400 children with basic needed items. 
 
RUTH CIRCLE - NOVEMBER 19 
The Ruth Circle will meet at 1 p.m. on November 19 in the Lounge.  All women are 
welcome.  Our Bible lesson is on page 24 in Sept/Oct/Nov Gather magazine. The topic 
is Stewardship and Generosity.   
 
CHRISTMAS DECORATING - JOIN US NOVEMBER 30 AFTER WORSHIP 
We're putting up the tree and the greens and the candles on Sunday, November 30th. 
Join in preparing the church for the season.  We will have sub sandwiches following the 
decorating.  Please sign the sheet in the Office Lobby so we have a count for the 
subs. If you would like to bring a salad or dessert to go with the subs, please notate that 
on the sign-up sheet. 
 
CHRISTMAS CAROLING 
We will go Christmas caroling around the community on Sunday, December 14.  More 
info coming soon! 
 
BALLOON NO. 3 IS DOWN 
It has hit the table and is officially declared down. Nos. 2 & 5 are still up. Get your 
NEW best guesses in now. 
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GRACE LUTHERAN THANKSGIVING DINNER! 
Thursday, November 27, 2025 ~ 5 p.m. 
Grace Lutheran will provide a church family Thanksgiving Day dinner at 5:00 pm.  The 
turkey, stuffing, mashed potatoes and gravy will be provided.  Everyone is welcome to 
bring a dish to pass – your favorite side, dessert, rolls, salads, whatever you feel inclined 
to bring!  We will offer delivery to our Loving Care Members at 4:00 pm to allow them 
to also partake in our Thanksgiving Dinner.  For delivery, please call Peggy at 989-354
-2640.  Delivery will be made shortly after 4:00 p.m. so our delivery crew can make it 
back to eat as well.  If you can help with delivery please contact Peggy so she can list 
the drivers we will have as well.   
 

Please sign up and include the number attending and the dish you wish to bring and 
share. (Sign-up sheets are located in the Office Narthex.)  There is also a sign-up sheet 
for Set-Up Committee and Clean-Up Committee for those who want to assist.  Requests 
for delivered meals need to be called in to the church by Sunday, November 23 so 
deliveries can be coordinated. All are welcome!   
 

NEW THIS YEAR!  
Craft tables will be set up in the Fellowship Hall and we will be making ornaments.  So 
come a little early or after you finish dinner and plan to help us make these special gifts 
to send to our Loving Care Members. 
 

HELP US PUT A CARE PACKAGE TOGETHER FOR LOVING CARE MEMBERS 
We would also like your help putting a care package together for each of our Loving 
Care Members and delivering them in early December. WE WILL NEED TO PUT 15 
PACKAGES TOGETHER.  These packages will include:  a regular cube of Kleenex 
(Meijer has one that has a winter/holiday scene this time of  year), a can of soup like 
Chunky, Progresso, heart healthy or reduced sodium, a small Jello cup/pudding 
cup.  An ornament made at Thanksgiving will be placed on each package.  
 

If you would like to help with this project , please sign the sheet in the Office Lobby.  
Donated items for this project may be placed in the basket in the Office Lobby. 
 
BAKE SALE - DECEMBER 6 
The Ruth Circle is planning a bake sale at Grace on December 6 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.  
Donations of baked goods, canned items and craft items from the congregation are 
greatly appreciated to make this a success.  We depend on the bake sale money to enable 
us to donate to 11 charities from Grace Lutheran Church through the Ruth Circle.  Bake 
sale items can be brought to the church on Friday, December 5 beginning at 8 a.m. 
and continuing throughout the day until 5 p.m.  Any questions, please call Darlene 
Freel at 989-464-0085. Please also let us know if you can help on Friday or Saturday. 
Thank you! 
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SAMARITAS LOOKING FOR BOARD MEMBERS 
Are you passionate about making a difference in your community?  Samaritas 
Affordable Living of Alpena - a HUD-supported senior housing community - is seeking 
dedicated individuals to join our Board of Directors.  As a board member, you’ll have 
the opportunity to: share your experience and ideas to support our mission; advise and 
collaborate with our property management team; help shape the future of affordable 
senior housing in Alpena; and strengthen connections between residents and the wider 
community.  We welcome individuals from all backgrounds - especially those with 
experience in community service, senior care, nonprofit leadership, finance, or housing - 
who are eager to lend their time and  talents to support local talents.  Board meetings 
are held quarterly, throughout the year on the 3rd Monday of the month from 1:30
-2:30 pm at our Affordable Living Alpena property. If you’re ready to make a lasting 
impact and help enhance the quality of life for older adults in our community, we’d love 
to hear from you!  Contact:  Jenny Edmonds, Property Manager at 989.356.6725 or 
email: jedmo@samaritas.org. 
 
SUNDAY WORSHIP LIVESTREAMED AND RECORDED 
Our Sunday worship service is livestreamed, shown on the internet, as it is happening 
and recorded for viewing online later. People in the sanctuary attending the Sunday 
service may be seen as part of the livestream and recording. 
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HAPPENING THIS WEEK! 
   

  Sunday – 16th 
   8:50 am Choir Practice 
   9:00 am Sunday School 
   9:30 am Worship 
   11:00 am Adult Ed - Lounge 
 Monday - 17th 
   CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
   8am-2pm Kitchen Reserved 
 Tuesday - 18th 
   8am-noon Church Office Open 
   9:00 am Sewing/Quilting 
   11:00 am Pastors Text Study -  
     Lounge 
   6:15 pm Friends of Animal 
     Control - Hall 
 Wednesday - 19th 
   8am-noon Church Office Open 
   1:00 pm Ruth Circle - Lounge 
   5:00 pm Kitchen Reserved -  
     Floor Resurfacing 
   6:00 pm Bell Choir Practice 
 Thursday - 20th 
   NO KITCHEN USE ALL DAY 
   8am-noon Church Office Open 
   7:00 pm Catechism Meeting -  
     Fellowship Hall 
Friday - 21st 
   8am-noon Church Office Open 
   8am-2pm Kitchen Reserved 
 Saturday - 22nd 
   1:00 pm Audubon Society - Hall
 5:00 pm  Worship   

SERVING NOVEMBER 15/16 
Ministers ........................................... God’s People 
Pastor...............................................Rev. Tom Orth 
Music Director ...................................... Claire Witt 
Recorded Accompaniment ..... ..Kat Tomaszewski 
Comm. Asst. ......... Wayne & Chris Christopherson 
Lector .............................................. Audrey Garant 
Ushers ............ Gary & Kay Grove, Rick Engstrom, 
                         Cindy Domrase (Saturday) 

Greeters  ......................... Rick & Sharon Engstrom 
Altar Guild .................  Sandy Welch, Karen Slaght 
Livestream Team ..... Dawn Anderson, Jan Charter,   
                                   Don LaBarre, Alex Struble 
Counters .............. Wayne & Chris Christopherson, 
                                Darlene Freel 
Coffee Hour ............... .Anne Gentry, Brandi Stone 

 
 

SERVING NOVEMBER 22/23 
Ministers ........................................... God’s People 
Pastor...............................................Rev. Tom Orth 
Music Director ...................................... Claire Witt 
Recorded Accompaniment ..... ..Kat Tomaszewski 
Comm. Asst. ......... Wayne & Chris Christopherson 
Lector ................................................ Sandy Welch 
Ushers ............ Gary & Kay Grove, Rick Engstrom, 
                         Cindy Domrase (Saturday) 

Greeters  ............... Wayne & Chris Christopherson 
Altar Guild .................  Sandy Welch, Karen Slaght 
Livestream Team ..... Dawn Anderson, Jan Charter,   
                                   Don LaBarre, Alex Struble 
Counters .............. Wayne & Chris Christopherson, 
                                Darlene Freel 
Coffee Hour ......................... .Joel & Cindy Suszek 

 

View our services 
on YouTube 

 

 

Large print worship folders & hearing 
assistance devices are available from ushers 

GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
119 W. Dunbar St., Alpena, MI  49707 

Phone:  Office  989-354-2640 
Web Site:  www.gracelutheran-alpena.org      

Give online at www.gracelutheran-alpena.org 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Thomas W. Orth 
Pastor’s Home   989-356-8729        Pastor’s Cell  Phone   989-916-8759 

E-mail:   
pastor@gracelutheran-alpena.org 

officemanager@gracelutheran-alpena.org 
 

 Find us on Facebook at ww.facebook.com/gracelutheranalpena 


