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Grace Lutheran Church
December 27 & 28, 2025

Grace Lutheran’s Purpose Statement

“We share God’s love by welcoming all and
making a Christ-like difference in our community and world.”

Service of Lessons and Prayers
WELCOME
PRELUDE
RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP

(The assembly stands as you are comfortable)

L: The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, Word made flesh, born of Mary, be with you
all.

C: And also with you.

GATHERING HYMN  “The First Noel” (vs. 1-3) R300
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1 The first No - el the an - gel did say was to
2 They look - ed up and  saw . . a star shin - ing
3 And by the light of that . . same star three . .
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earth it gave . . . great light, and . . so it con -
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night that was so deep.
tin-ued both day and night.
star wher - ev - er it went. No - el No - el No -
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el, No - el! Born is the King of Is - ra -el

Text: English traditional

Music: THE FIRST NOWELL, English traditional

This selection is in the public domain.

GREETING
L:

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shined.
We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father.

To us a child is born, to us a Son is given.
In the Word was life, and the life was the light of all people.

The Word became flesh and lived among us,
and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
L: Let us pray.
C: All powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our world has

brightened weary hearts with peace. Call us out of darkness, and empower us
to proclaim the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



LESSONS AND CAROLS
First Reading - Genesis 1:1-5, 14-18

Hymn Response “The First Noel” (vs. 4-5) R300
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Text: English traditional

Music: THE FIRST NOWELL, English traditional

This selection is in the public domain.



Second Reading - Micah 5:2-5a

Hymn Response “O Little Town of Bethlehem” R279
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O lit - tle town of Beth-le-hem,how still we see thee lie!
For Christ is born of Mar - 'y, and, gath-ered all a - bove
How si - lent-1ly, how si- lent-ly the won -drous gift is  giv'n!
O ho - ly child of Beth-le-hem, de - scend to us, we pray;
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while mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep their watch of won-d’ring love.
So  God im-parts to hu - man hearts the bless-ings of his heav’'n.
cast out our sin, and en - ter in, be born in us to - day.
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yet in thy dark streets shin - eth the ev - er - last - ing light.
O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er pro - claim the ho - ly birth,
No ear may hear his com - ing; but, in this world of sin,
We  hear the Christ-mas an - gels the great glad tid - ings  tell;
n } J J | J
)" A I I I I I ™ y I I
1 ! T
W‘j_i_g;_#ﬁ'—r—i—ril — e J ]
J T I T
The hopes and fears of  all the years are met in thee to - night.
and prais-es sing to God the king, and peace to  all the earth!
where meek souls will re - ceive him, still the dear Christ en - ters in.

oh, a - bide with us, our Lord Im - man - u - el!

Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893
Music: ST. LOUIS, Lewis H. Redner, 1831-1908

come to  us,

This selection is in the public domain.



Third Reading - Luke 1:26-35, 38

Hymn Response “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” (vs.1 & 3) R295
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ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Text: Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 348—413; tr. composite This selection is in the public domain.
Music: DIVINUM MYSTERIUM, plainsong mode V, 13th cent.
Fourth Reading - Luke 2:1-7
Hymn Response “Away in a Manger” R278
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I A -way in a man-ger, no crib for his bed, the lit - tle Lord
2 The cat - tle are low-ing;the ba - by a - wakes, but lit - tle Lord
3 Be near me,Lord Je -sus; I ask you to stay close by me for-
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Je - sus laid down his sweet head; the stars in the bright sky looked
Je - sus, no cry-ing he makes. [ love you,Lord Je - sus; look
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ev-er and love me, I pray. Bless all the dear chil - dren in
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down where he lay, the lit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.
down from the sky and stay by my cra-dle till morn-ing is nigh.
your ten - der care and fit us for heav-en, to live with you there.

Text: North American, 19th cent.

This selection is in the public domain.
Music: AWAY IN A MANGER, James R. Murray, 1841-1905

Fifth Reading - Luke 2:8-14

Hymn Response “Angels from the Realms of Glory” (vs. 1,2 & 4) R275
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1 An - gels,from the realms of glo - ry, wing your flight o’er all the earth;
2 Shep-herds,in the fields a - bid-ing, watch-ing o’er your flocks by night,
3 Sa - ges,leave your con - tem-pla-tions, bright-er  vi - sions beam a - far;
4 All cre - a - tion,join in prais-ing God, the Fa - ther, Spir - it, Son,
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once you sang cre - a - tion’s sto - ry, now pro -claim Mes - si - ah’s birth:
God with us is now re - sid-ing, yon-der shines the in - fant light.
seek the great de - sire of na-tions, you have seen his na - tal star.
ev - er-more your voic - es rais-ing to thee-ter - nal Three in One.
Refrain
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Come and wor-ship,come and wor-ship, wor-ship Christ,the new-born king.

Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt., sts. 1-3; Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857,st.4  This selection is in the public domain.
Music: REGENT SQUARE, Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879



Sixth Reading - Luke 2:15-20

Hymn Response “Silent Night” R281
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Stil - e Nacht, hei - li-ge  Nacht! Al - les  schldft,
1 Si - lent night, ho - ly  night! All is  calm,
2 Si - lent night, ho - ly  night! Shep - herds quake
3 Si - lent night, ho - ly  night! Son of  God,
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ein - sam wacht nur das trau - te, hoch - hei - li - ge Paar.
all is  bright round yon  vir - gin moth - er and child.
at the sight; glo - ries stream from heav-en a - far,
love’s pure light ra - diant beams from your ho-ly face,
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Ho - ly In - fant, so ten - der and mild, sleep in heav - en-ly
heav'n-ly hosts. . .sing, al - le - Iu - ia! Christ, the Sav - ior, is
with the dawn of re-deem - ing grace, Je - sus, Lord, at your
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Ruh, schlaf in himm - li - scher Ruh.
peace, sleep in heav - en- ly peace.
born! Christ, the Sav - ior, is born!
birth, Je - sus, Lord, at your birth.

Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849; tr. John F. Young, 1820-1885

Music: STILLE NACHT, Franz Gruber, 1787—-1863

This selection is in the public domain.



Seventh Reading - Matthew 2:1-11

Hymn Response “What Child is This” R296
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I What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mar-y’s lap is sleep-ing?
2 Why lies he in such mean es-tate  where ox and ass are feed - ing?
3 So bring him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; come, peas-ant, king, to own him.
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Whom an - gels greet with an-thems sweet while shep-herds watch are keep - ing?
Good Chris-tian, fear; for sin-ners here the si - lent Word is plead-ing.
The King of kings sal - va-tion brings;let lov - ing hearts en-throne him.
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This, this  is Christ the king, whom shep-herds guard and an- gels sing;
Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borne for me, for you;
Raise, raise the song on high, the wvir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
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haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mar - y!

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898 ) o ) )
Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cent. This selection is in the public domain.



Eighth Reading - John 1:1-14

Hymn Response “Joy to the World” (vs. 1 & 3) R267
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord s come! Let earth re -
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior reigns! Let all their
3 No more let sin and sor - row grow nor thorns in -
4 He rules the world with truth  and grace and makes the
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room and heav’'n and na - ture sing, and heav’nand na - ture
plains re - peat the sound-ing joy, re - peat the sound-ing
flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is
ness and won-ders of his love, and won-ders of his
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sing, and heav’n, and heav’n and na - ture  sing.
joy, re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing Joy.
found, far as, far as the curse is found.
love, and won - ders, won - ders of his love.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748

Music: ANTIOCH, English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872

This selection is in the public domain.

L: In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation.
C: We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit.
L: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.




APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again;
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Build yourselves up on your most holy faith;

: pray in the Holy Spirit.

Keep yourselves in the Love of God;

: look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ.

If anyone is in Christ, then there is a new creation;
: Everything old has passed away; behold everything has become new!

God has given us the ministry of reconciliation. Therefore let us be reconciled to
God and to one another. Gracious God...

: Have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and
unknown, things done and undone. Uphold us by your spirit so that we may live
and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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L: Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, and strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep
us in eternal life.

C: Amen.

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS

L: As God’s people called to love one another, let us pray for the needs of the church,
the human family and all the world.

(Response after each petition)

L: God of mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

L: Sisters and brothers, rejoice. Mend your ways, encourage one another, agree with
one another, live in peace. The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.



OFFERING

HYMN “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” R257
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teach us your will and guide our way. Re-joice! Re-joice!
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Em - man - u - el shall come to you, O Is - ra - el.

Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Koln, 1710; tr. composite  Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784.
Music: VENI, EMMANUEL, French processional, 15th cent.
Text sts. 2, 6,7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress.

DOXOLOGY (the assembly stands as they are comfortable & sings as the gifis are brought forward)
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heav'n - ly host;  praise  Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly  Ghost.

Let us pray...Merciful God,

In the mystery of the Word made flesh, you embrace our lives with your great
love for humanity. With joy and gladness we ask that these gifts may be for
many a sign of that love, and that we may continue to share in your divine life,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

EUCHARIST GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with you.

: And also with you

Lift up your hearts

: We lift them to the Lord

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God

: Itis right to give our thanks and praise

It is indeed our duty and joy that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks
and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. In the wonder and
mystery of the word made flesh you have opened the eyes of the faithful to a new
and radiant vision of your glory; that, beholding the God made visible, we may be
drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with the church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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high - est Ho- sam - na in the high - est

P: You are indeed holy, almighty and Merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the

C:

majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. We give you
thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish
all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you, Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes.

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

P: Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life giving passion and death, his

C:

glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give
thanks to you, O Lord Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you
mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your word and Holy Spirit
to bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and
all who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing
and grace, and receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy
people and be given our inheritance with all your saints. To you, O God, Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, be all honor glory in your holy church, now and forever.

Amen.



P: Lord, remember us in your Kingdom and teach us to pray.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

(all who desire to receive Christ’s presence are welcome to the Eucharist.)

(The assembly may be seated)
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mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a - way the
COMMUNION HYMN  “I Wonder As I Wander” WOV642

I wonder as I wander, out under the sky,
how Jesus the Savior did come for to die
for poor and ord'nry people like you and like 1.
I wonder as I wander, out under the sky.

When Mary birthed Jesus, all in a cow's stall,
came wise men and farmers and shepherds and all,
and high from the heavens a star's light did fall;
the promise of the ages it then did recall.

I wonder as I wander, out under the sky,
how Jesus the Savior did come for to die
for poor and ord'nry people like you and like I.
I wonder as I wander, out under the sky.



(the assembly stands as they are comfortable)

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his

grace.
C: Amen.

BLESSING

L: May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may

abound in hope, by the power of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
SENDING HYMN “Joy to the World” R267
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord s come! Let earth re -
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior reigns! Let all their
3 No more let sin and sor - row grow nor thorns in -
4 He rules the world with truth  and grace and makes the
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flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is
ness and won-ders of his love, and won-ders of his
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sing, and heav’n, and heav’n and na - ture  sing.
joy, re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing Joy.
found, far as, far as the curse is found.
love, and won - ders, won ders  of his love.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748

Music: ANTIOCH, English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872

This selection is in the public domain.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT GRACE LUTHERAN
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
We are glad to have you here worshiping with us. For visitors, we would be glad to tell
you more about Grace Lutheran and how we share God's love. Please leave the best way
to contact you on the visitor sheets in the Sanctuary Narthex or the Office Lobby or use
the bulletin and give it to an usher.

COFFEE HOUR AFTER SUNDAY WORSHIP
Join us for a time of fellowship with coffee/tea/juice and treats
in the Fellowship Hall off the Office Lobby after our Sunday worship.

IN OUR PRAYERS

Tom Lappan, Ed Czarnecki, Patti Tucker, Bonnie Cross, Anna Lewis, Darlene Freel,
Hope Kamyszek, Bill Whitscell, Joanne Kindt, Sandy Malaski, Janet Chroninger, Elfie
Jahnke, Budd & Marlene Jobson, Meredith Smith, Robert Larsen, Elaine Hatch, Scott
Lancaster, Dorothy Hansen, Emma Nelson, Michele Amelotte, Jim Malaski -- Maria
Shelton, Paul Kroll, Jim Marquardt, Aggie Jakubiak, Jerry McConnell, Lisa Creger,
Lynsie, Becky & Dante, Lyle Beck, Candy & Tom Laughlin, Margaret Kamyszek,
Michelle, Joan Vanover, Paige Lancewicz, Randy Thiem, Mychele Allmacher, Deborah
Al-Duwaisan, Daphne Flack, Linda, Kaye Harry, Sandra Beck, Laura Fettes (Don
Cross’ granddaughter), Donna Kendziorski, Jeff Kendziorski, Geraldine Rhoads, Herb
Schiller, Jimmy Lappan, Donna Hatch, Jordyn, Maggie, and Joseph Hansen. Military:
Will Stafford (Rich & Sherie McTaggart’s grandson), Amelia Berles, US Air Force
Pilot Training, and Michael Herrmann, US Air Force.



PRAYER LETTERS

Please sign the prayer letter(s) each week that we send out telling other churches and
ministries they have been included in our prayers. Fill the page with our names. The
letter(s) are on the podium by the table in the Office Lobby.

UNDECORATING THE CHURCH - SUNDAY JANUARY 4

Join in and help take down the Christmas decorations after worship on January 4. We'll
have a lunch and work together to take things down and put them away for next year.
Sign up in the Office Lobby for the lunch.

LITTLE FOOD PANTRY DRIVE - JANUARY 17 & 18

We willing do a collection from the congregation for the Little Food Pantry on Saturday
and Sunday, January 17 & 18. As you shop if you could get an item or two of not
perishable easy to prepare food. There is great need right now. Bring your items that
week. If you see some specials or just want to drop items off at anytime, donations are
always needed and welcome. Thank for helping those who have food insecurity.

NEW OFFICE COPIER/PRINTER -

PARTIALLY PAID FOR WITH MEMORIAL DONATIONS

Council recently approved the replacement of the Office's copier/printer. The old one
was 9 + years old and replacement parts were no longer guaranteed in the coming year.
A BIG THANK YOU to Memorial Donations over the years that paid for half the total
cost of $8,327. The other half came from the Building Fund.

PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE

Have you changed your email address? Dropped your landline phone, and only use your

cell? PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE Iet the office know so we can be in touch with
you. We've had trouble reaching some people recently.

RUTH CIRCLE DONATIONS

This year the Ruth Circle donated $1,100 from their funds, contributing $100 to each of
the following charities: Hospice of Michigan, Samaritas, Sunrise Mission, Salvation
Army, Alpena Sr. Center, Lutheran World Relief, Trinity Episcopal Church Sunday
Supper, Women of Haiti, The Friendship Room, Friends Together and WELCA
membership. Thank you to the congregation for your continued support, which makes
these gifts possible.



A REMINDER TO PET OWNERS

As we celebrate the Christmas season, please remember that many festive plants such as
holly, mistletoe, yew, lilies, poinsettias, and even real Christmas trees and their water
can be toxic or harmful to dogs and cats. Please keep these items out of pets’ reach and
be mindful of tree water hazards to help ensure a safe and happy holiday season for all.

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS

If you’re a Thrivent member, you may have access to two powerful resources that can
amplify your support for ministry: Thrivent Choice Dollars and Thrivent Action
Teams.

Eligible Thrivent members receive Choice Dollars based on their membership,
insurance premiums, and product holdings. These dollars can be directed to our Grace
Lutheran Congregation at no additional cost to you. Members may direct Choice

Dollars quarterly throughout the year, or make a one-time designation before
March 31, 2026, to allocate all Choice Dollars earned in 2025.

Thrivent members can also apply year-round for Thrivent Action Team grants, which
provide $250 in seed money to support volunteer projects that address community
needs. If you are a Thrivent member and would be willing to support Grace Lutheran’s
ministry efforts by applying for an Action Team grant, please let us know.

SUNDAY WORSHIP LIVESTREAMED AND RECORDED

Our Sunday worship service is livestreamed, shown on the internet, as it is happening
and recorded for viewing online later. People in the sanctuary attending the Sunday
service may be seen as part of the livestream and recording.



HAPPENING THIS WEEK!

Sunday — 28th
9:30 am  Worship

Monday - 29th
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

8am-2pm Kitchen Reserved

Tuesday - 30th
8am-noon Church Office Open

9:-00 am  Quilting/Sewing

Wednesday - 31st
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

Thursday - 1st
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

8am-2pm Kitchen Reserved

Friday - 2nd
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

8am-2pm Kitchen Reserved

Saturday - 3rd
5:00 pm  Worship

SERVING DECEMBER 27/28
MIniSters ..........cceoveveerenieneeeeens God’s People
Pastor .........cooceviiiiiiiiee Rev. Tom Orth
Music Director...........c.cccoceveenienrnnnns Claire Witt
Recorded Accompaniment ..... .. Kat Tomaszewski
Comm. Asst............. Joe Gentry, Stephanie Suszek,
Cindy Domrase
Ushers.........cccuun.... Matt, Everett & Olivia Haske
Wayne Lewis (Saturday)
Greeters ............... Mary Rowader, Cindy Domrase
Altar Guild.............coccoonin Gentry Family

Livestream Team..... Dawn Anderson, Jan Charter,
Don LaBarre, Alex Struble

Counters..................... Cheryl Lang, Cindy Suszek,
Stephanie Suszek
Coffee Hour ............ .Pat Schultz, Dawn Anderson,

Darlene Freel

SERVING JANUARY 3/4
Ministers ...........ccoooeeeereieeneeneeee God’s People
Pastor .........coocoeiiiiiiiieeeee Rev. Tom Orth
Music Director.............ccooceveenienrennns Claire Witt
Recorded Accompaniment ..... .. Kat Tomaszewski
Comm. Asst................ Nancy Platt, Mary Rowader
Lector........cooovvvvveiieieeieeeeeee, Cindy Domrase
Ushers........... Bruno Hirzel, Mike & Tracey Urlaub
Greeters ..........ccoveeeviiennennnnn. Joe & Dawn Gentry
Altar Guild................... Brandi Stone, Nancy Platt

Livestream Team..... Dawn Anderson, Jan Charter,
Don LaBarre, Alex Struble

Counters.........cccceoveevveennennnnn. Gary & Kay Grove

Coffee Hour ........... .Wayne Lewis, Audrey Garant

Large print worship folders & hearing
assistance devices are available from ushers

GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH View our services
119 W. Dunbar St., Alpena, MI 49707 on YouTube

Phone: Office 989-354-2640
Web Site: www.gracelutheran-alpena.org
Give online at www.gracelutheran-alpena.org

Pastor: Rev. Thomas W. Orth
Pastor’s Home 989-356-8729 Pastor’s Cell Phone 989-916-8759

E-mail:

pastor@gracelutheran-alpena.org
officemanager@gracelutheran-alpena.org

H Find us on Facebook at ww.facebook.com/gracelutheranalpena




