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Grace Lutheran Church
April 25 & 26, 2026

Grace Lutheran’s Purpose Statement
“We share God’s love by welcoming all and

making a Christ-like difference in our community and world.”

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME
PRELUDE

(the assembly stands as they are comfortable)

(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.)

TOT QT

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our god who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!

: Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P:

e
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Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us
beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle
rain, roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you.

: You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. We
give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for
joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed are you.

: You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down
barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you.

: You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new
creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and
forever.

: Amen.




GATHERING HYMN “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” R807
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1 Come, thou Fount of ev - ’ry bless-ing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;
2 Here 1 raise my Eb-en - e - zer:“Hith-er by thy help [I've come”;
3 Oh, to grace how great a debt-or dai-ly I'm con-strained to be;
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streams of  mer - cy, nev-er ceas-ing, call for songs of loud-est praise.
and I hope, by thy good plea-sure, safe-ly to  ar - rive at home.
let  that grace now like a fet - ter bind my wan-d’ring heartto thee.
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While the hope of end-less glo - ry fills my heart with joy and love,
Je - sus sought me when a strang-er, wan-d’ring from the fold of God;
Prone to wan - der, Lord, I feel it; prone to leave the God I love.
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teach me ev - er to a - dore thee; may I  still thy good-ness prove.
he, to res - cue me from dan-ger, in - ter - posed his pre-cious blood.
Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it; seal it for thy courts a - bove.

Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-1790, alt.

Music: NETTLETON, J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part 11, 1813

GREETING

This selection is in the public domain.

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.



KYRIE (verses 1 & 4)

Refrain
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n “ H L L o Reﬁain
" TV - n . . S KT : !
H— o) ! | 4 | K o
, C e , s
J N’ ~
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.



HYMN OF PRAISE

Refrain
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P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety
through the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in
certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through Jesus

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.




WORD

God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.

SCRIPTURE READINGS

Acts 2:42-47
Today’s reading is a description of life in the community following Peter’s sermon
on the day of Pentecost, when the Spirit was poured out on God’s people. The new
community is sustained in worship and fellowship, shares what they have, and
ensures that everyone has enough.

%2 [ The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and the prayers. ** Awe came upon everyone because many
wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. ** All who believed were
together and had all things in common; * they would sell their possessions and
goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. *° Day by day, as they
spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food
with glad and generous hearts, *’ praising God and having the goodwill of all the
people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 23
The Lorp is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. (Ps. 23:1)

"The Lorp ! is my shepherd;
I shall not ! be in want.

> The LorDp makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.

3 You restore my soul, O LoRD,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.

* Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

> You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.

% Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

1 Peter 2:19-25

Doing the right things does not guarantee that one will not experience difficulties,
hardships, rejection, or even suffering. Here Christ is presented as the model for our
path of endurance and loyalty to God, particularly amid adversity.



1t is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures pain while
suffering unjustly. *° If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit
is that? But if you endure when you do good and suffer for it, this is a commendable
thing before God. *! For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for
you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps. ** “He committed
no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” * When he was abused, he did not
return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but he entrusted himself to the
one who judges justly. ** He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that,
having died to sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been
healed. » For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the
shepherd and guardian of your souls.

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
(The assembly stands as they are comfortable for the Gospel)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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P: The Holy Gospel according to John.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.

John 10:1-10
Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make a point about spiritual
leadership. Those who listen to Jesus are led to abundant life.
8



[Jesus said:] ' “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the
gate but climbs in by another way, is a thief and a bandit.
gate is the shepherd of the sheep. * The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the

sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.

? The one who enters by the

has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him
because they know his voice. > They will not follow a stranger but they will run
from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” ® Jesus used this figure
of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them
again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. ® All
who came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not listen to them. ° T
am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come in and go out and

find pasture.

may have life and have it abundantly.”

P: The Gospel of Our

Lord.

C: Praise to You, O Christ.

HOMILY

(The assembly stands as they are comfortable)

“When he

So

' The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they

HYMN OF THE DAY “Have No Fear, Little Flock” R764
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2 Have good cheer, lit-tle flock; have good cheer, It - tle
3 Praise the Lord high a - bove; praise the Lord high a -
4 Thank -ful hearts raise to God; thank - ful hearts  raise to
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all things works with you; thank - ful  hearts raise to  God!

Text: Luke 12:32, st. 1; Marjorie Jillson, b. 1931, sts. 2—4
Music: LITTLE FLOCK, Heinz Werner Zimmermann, b. 1930

Text and music © 1973 Concordia Publishing House.
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APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again;
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS
(Response after each petition)

P: Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Christ.
OFFERING

OFFERTORY (the assembly stands as they are comfortable and sings as the gifts are brought
forward)
O
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We place up - on your ta - ble, Lord, the food of life, the
Ac -cept them, Lord; they come from you; we take them hum - bly

b

bread and wine, as sym - bols of our dai - ly
from  yoyr hand. These  gifts of yours for  high - er
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work, ac -cord - ing to  your grand de - sign.
use, we of - fer up as you com - mand.

Words: M F C Wilson. Text copyright 1988, Lorenz Publishing, All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
OneLicense.net #4-708789

P: Let us pray...Merciful God,
accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a table
before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more.
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Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may
follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: Wellift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise. .. (concluding)...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER/WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Blessed are you, O God of the universe...

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we

proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
11
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O God of resurrection and new life: ...
Grace our table with your presence.
: Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread...
Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.
: Come, Holy Spirit.

TO T O T

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with
sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and
forever.

C: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

(All who desire to receive Christ’s presence in bread and wine are welcome to participate in the Eucharist)

P: Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.
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COMMUNION HYMN “The Lord’s My Shepherd” R778
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for thou art with me, and thy rod and staff me com - fort  still;
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| 1NN
| 100

and in God’s house for - ev - er - more my dwell-ing-place shall be;
0
)74 I
7 I . I . I @ 7, O
| (4w I I I ] I I I I ] & ] 1
AN\IV.A | & I I I & I I I & b I I
J ? T 4 e 7 T 4 4 7 = ' '

He lead-eth me, he lead-eth me the qui-et wa - ters by.
with - in the paths of righ-teous-ness, e’en for his own name’s sake.

for thou art with me, and thy rod and staff me com - fort  still.
My  head thou dost with oil a - noint,and my cup o - ver - flows.
and in God’s house for - ev - er - more my dwell-ing-place shall be.

Text: The Psalms of David in Meeter, Edinburgh, 1650

Music: BROTHER JAMES’ AIR, James L. Macbeth Bain Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784.

(the assembly stands as they are comfortable)

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
: Amen.
Let us pray...Holy One,
: through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all
things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies,
and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

BLESSING

P: God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the

dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, + bless us now and forever.
C: Amen.

aTa
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SENDING HYMN “What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine” R774
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Text: Elisha A. Hoffman, 1839-1929

Music: SHOWALTER, Anthony J. Showalter, 1858—-1924  This selection is in the public domain.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

P: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT GRACE LUTHERAN
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
We are glad to have you here worshiping with us. For visitors, we would be glad to tell
you more about Grace Lutheran and how we share God's love. Please leave the best way
to contact you on the visitor sheets in the Sanctuary Narthex or the Office Lobby or use
the bulletin and give it to an usher.

COFFEE HOUR AFTER SUNDAY WORSHIP
Join us for a time of fellowship with coffee/tea/juice and treats
in the Fellowship Hall off the Office Lobby after our Sunday worship.

IN OUR PRAYERS

Myra Cross, Larry Garant, Patti Tucker, Bonnie Cross, Darlene Freel, Hope Kamyszek,
Bill Whitscell, Sandy Malaski, Janet Chroninger, Elfie Jahnke, Marlene Jobson,
Meredith Smith, Robert Larsen, Elaine Hatch, Scott Lancaster, Dorothy Hansen, Emma
Nelson, Michele Amelotte, Jim Malaski -- Cory Golder, Tamyra Rychlinski, Tom
Watson, Amy, Chuck, Ho-Ok Nam Lin (Pastor Seok Nam Lin’s mother), Maria
Shelton, Paul Kroll, Jim Marquardt, Aggie Jakubiak, Jerry McConnell, Lisa Creger,
Lynsie, Becky & Dante, Willow & Tato, Lyle Beck, Candy & Tom Laughlin, Margaret
Kamyszek, Michelle, Joan Vanover, Paige Lancewicz, Mychele Allmacher, Daphne
Flack, Linda, Kaye Harry, Sandra Beck, Laura Fettes (Don Cross’ granddaughter),
Donna Kendziorski, Jeff Kendziorski, Herb Schiller, Jimmy Lappan, Donna Hatch,
Jordyn, Maggie, and Joseph Hansen. Military: Will Stafford (Rich & Sherie
McTaggart’s grandson), Amelia Berles, US Air Force Pilot Training, and Michael
Herrmann, US Air Force.

Our prayer list is redone each month. If you, or a_family member, would like to continue on the prayer
list, please call the office (354-2640).
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PRAYER PARTNERS

From the LARCC (Lutheran, Anglican, Roman Catholic and Congregational UCC)
parishes of Alpena, this weekend we pray for the Administration Ministries at St. Paul
Lutheran Church. Our Synod Prayer Partners for this week: St. James Lutheran/Rogers
City, Rev. Mary Hughes and Prince of Peace Lutheran/Rose City, Rev. David Sprang;
and Bishop Julie Schneider-Thomas and Synod Staff.

PRAYER LETTERS

Please sign the prayer letter(s) each week that we send out telling other churches and
ministries they have been included in our prayers. Fill the page with our names. The
letter(s) are on the podium by the table in the Office Lobby.

ADULT CHRISTIAN ED - APRIL 26

How should faith and churches speak to public issues?

With the public exchanges between Pres. Trump, V. Pres. Vance and Pope Leo, the
issue is again raised how should faith and churches be part of public policy discussions.
What are matters of theology? And what are not? And more basically for each of us,
what is the purpose of our faith, individually and collectively? Join us for this
discussion on how to live out our faith in the midst of the world today. 11 AM in the
Lounge.

NEW TIME FOR RUTH CIRCLE MEETINGS

The Ruth Circle will meet at 11 a.m. (please note the change in time) beginning
Wednesday, May 20 in the Lounge. All women of the church are welcome. Please join
us!

TRIVIA NIGHT - MAY 1

Join us once again for an evening filled with food, fun and prizes. This event will
benefit our Little Food Pantry, so join the fun and bring a non-perishable food item to
be entered into a special prize drawing. The cost is $10 per person and the doors open
at Spm, dinner is at 5:30pm. Call 989.590.3327 to register your team. If you don’t have
a team, we will pair you up with others who are flying solo as well. If you can bring a
dessert or other needed items, it would be greatly appreciated. Please sign up in the
lobby. Thanks, and we hope to see you there!

ICE STORM DAMAGE & FLOODING

If you have experienced ice storm damage or flooding, or know of someone who has,
and need assistance with the cost, please contact the Office. We have funds available to
help.
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MEMORIAL MEATBALL DINNER - MAY 9

Almost a year has passed since we have lost our dear friends, Pam Kirchoff, and Jeanne
Pankey (3 months later). These 2 ladies were instrumental in so many of our church
functions. They always made every event special with their delicious home-made meals.
We would like to honor these two special ladies with a delicious meal on Saturday,
May 9™ at 6p.m. (immediately after Saturday night service) featuring a Norwegian
meatball dinner, prepared by Joe Gentry, which includes mashed potatoes, vegetables,
salad, dessert and drinks. If you can help by bringing a dessert, it would be greatly
appreciated. Please sign up in the Office Lobby. There is no charge for this dinner, we
only ask for a donation that will go towards The Little Food Pantry. If you have a photo
or story that you would like to share, please contact Donna Morgan at 989.590.3327.

Jeanne Pankey ~ April 3, 1944 - Aug 27, 2025
Pam Kirchoff ~ May 22, 1953 - May 31, 2025

CEMETERY COMPUTER TABLE
The computer for cemetery records is in need of a table that is sturdy for the weight of a
small computer. Something about the size and height of a card table would work. If you

have a possible table, please call the office and lets know so we can determine if it will
work. Thanks

SUNDAY WORSHIP LIVESTREAMED AND RECORDED

Our Sunday worship service is livestreamed, shown on the internet, as it is happening
and recorded for viewing online later. People in the sanctuary attending the Sunday
service may be seen as part of the livestream and recording.
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LEFT OVERS FROM HOLY HUMOR

Good Lutheran Theology

A Lutheran Sunday School teacher had an interesting question for her class: “If I were
to sell all my possessions, dedicate all my time to the church and donate all my earnings
to the church, would I get into heaven?”

She was surprised how quickly the class answered in unison: “No!”

Confused, she asked, “Well, what if I found ways to grow the church, brought in new
members and worked my hardest for God?”

Once again, the class answered quickly: “No!” Bemused, she asked, “Well, why not
then?”

Many hands shot up, so she pointed at the student nearest her, who exclaimed, “You’re
still alive!”

Country Church Stewardship

The pastor of a tiny country church had been having trouble with stewardship and tithes
and offerings. One Sunday he announced, “Now, before we receive the offering, I
would like to request that the person who stole the eggs from Widow Jones’s chicken
coop please refrain from giving any money to the Lord. God doesn’t want money from a
thieving sinner.”

The offering plate was passed, and for the first time in months everybody gave.
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April 2
Kat Tomaszewski

April 3
Ruby Haske
Dorene Schultz

April 4
Norm Timm

April 5
Larry Rettell

April 7
Tyler Suszek

April 8
Don Cross

April 9
Janet Bettega
Patrick Daly

April 11
Shane Jaroch

April 14
Jeanette Chroninger

April 15
Anna Greene

April 22
Vicki Cripps

April 24
Donna Czarnecki

April 25
Denise Timrick

April 26
Reed Lappan

April 27
Patrick McCourt

April 28
Chloe Hayward

April 29
Michael Herrmann
Sophia Kamyszek

April 1
Larry Suszek

April 6
Janet Carlson

April 7
Robert Greene
Everett Haske

April 8
June Daly

April 9
Phran Ludington

April 10
Nicholas Schillerstrom
Logan Suszek

April 11
James Malaski

April 13
Piper Slominski

April 14
Kendra Mclnerney

April 15
Wesley Garant
Myles Granata

April 16
Pamela Agius

April 18
Alecia Lewis

April 19
Ryan Reynolds

April 20
Connor Freel

April 22
Stacey Piontkowski
Evelyn Priebe

April 23
Mike Schiller

April 24
Madison Timmreck

April 25
Terry Bertrand
Jordyn Cieslik

April 26
Sharon Engstrom
Lorah Lappan

April 27
Nancy Amelotte

April 30

Brody Engstrom
Molly O’Connor
Bethany Popour
Anna-Marie Struble

Wedding Anniversaries
Sth Donald & Myra Cross
12th  Rich & Sherie McTaggart
17th  Joel & Corinne Fraley
Michael & Donna Morgan
18th  Richard & Janet Carlson
30th  Douglas & Staci Chroninger



HAPPENING THIS WEEK!

Sunday — 26th
9:00 am Sunday School

9:30 am Worship
11:00 am Adult Christian Ed -
Lounge

Monday - 27th
8am-noon Church Oftice Open

8am-2pm Kitchen Reserved

Tuesday - 28th
8am-noon Church Office Open

9:00 am Sewing/Quilting
11:00 am Pastor’s Text Study
Wednesday - 29th

8am-noon Church Office Open
8am-2pm Kitchen Reserved

Thursday - 30th
8am-noon Church Office Open
1:30 pm Connect (ReBoot) Team

Friday - 1st
8am-noon Church Office Open

8am-2pm Kitchen Reserved

5:00 pm Trivia Night
Saturday - 2nd
1:00 pm Raymond Jobson

Memorial Service
5:00 pm Worship

SERVING APRIL 25/26

MIRNIStersS ........cooovveeiieeiieeiie e God’s People
Pastor..........ccooeeniiiiiiiiiee, Rev. Tom Orth
Music Director-............ccccoeeeveenennnnnn. Claire Witt
Organist...........ccooeevevcieiieieenn Kat Tomaszewski
Comm. Asst................ Nancy Platt, Mary Rowader
Lector ......cooovevieieieeeeeeees Corinne Fraley
Ushers.......ccccco.oo.... Matt, Everett & Olivia Haske
Wayne Lewis (Saturday)
Greeters ..........ccccoeeevieneennne Joe & Dawn Gentry
Altar Guild.................. Nancy Platt, Vicki Cripps

Livestream Team.....Dawn Anderson, Jan Charter,
Don LaBarre, Alex Struble

Counters..........cccooveevveenneennen. Gary & Kay Grove
Coffee Hour .......................... Jeff & Sandy Welch
SERVING MAY 2/3
Ministers ............ccoeeveeieneenieecreenenen. God’s People
Pastor..........cccooevinininiiccee, Rev. Tom Orth
Music Director............cocveeiiiennnnnn. Claire Witt
(0] ¢.:1 111 S Kat Tomaszewski
Comm. Asst.............. Audrey Garant, Wayne Lewis
Lector .......ccooviiviiiiiiniiiiiceeceeee Anne Gentry
Ushers.......... Bruno Hirzel, Mike & Tracey Urlaub
Greeters .............. Mary Rowader, Cindy Domrase,
June Daly
Altar Guild.................... Nancy Platt, Vicki Cripps

Livestream Team.....Dawn Anderson, Jan Charter,
Don LaBarre, Alex Struble

Counters.............. Wayne & Chris Christopherson,
Darlene Freel
Coffee Hour .................. .Rick & Sharon Engstrom

Large print worship folders & hearing
assistance devices are available from ushers

GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH View our services
on YouTube

119 W. Dunbar St., Alpena, MI 49707
Phone: Office 989-354-2640
Web Site: www.gracelutheran-alpena.org
Give online at www.gracelutheran-alpena.org

Pastor: Rev. Thomas W. Orth
Pastor’s Home 989-356-8729 Pastor’s Cell Phone 989-916-8759

E-mail:

pastor@gracelutheran-alpena.org
officemanager@gracelutheran-alpena.org

n Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/gracelutheranalpena




