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GATHERING 
 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

WELCOME/PRELUDE     
 

GATHERING       
 

(the assembly stands as they are comfortable) 
 
 

(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.) 
 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, +  one God, our creator, our protector, our wellspring of 

life. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us 
confess our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
 
 

P: Merciful God, 
C: you speak blessing and compassion into the world. Forgive us for the ways 

we act with judgment, cruelty, or indifference. We ignore the needs of our 
neighbors; we resist your call to oppose injustice; we give in to scarcity and 
fear; we assume the worst about one another. Cleanse us from our faults 
and release us from their grasp. Show us your loving kindness. Restore our 
hearts and repair your world, that we may live in Christ’s ways. Amen. 

 

P: God proclaims these words of assurance: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. I 
have called you by name. You are mine.” In + Christ, we are forgiven. In the Spirit, 
we are made free. Refreshed by the waters of mercy, live anew as beloved children 
of God. 

C: Amen. 
 

 
 

Grace Lutheran Church 
 

Grace Lutheran’s Purpose Statement 
 

“We share God’s love by welcoming all and 
making a Christ-like difference in our community and world.” 
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GATHERING HYMN        “Shall We Gather at the River”                 R423 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

This selection is in the public domain. 
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KYRIE  (verses 1 & 4) 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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P:   The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you. 
 

P:  Let us pray. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and 
revealed him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the 
Spirit faithful in your service, that we may rejoice to be called children of God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Isaiah 43:1-7 

Near the end of Israel’s exile in Babylon, God promises to bring the people home. 
They need no longer be afraid, because the one who formed, created, and called 
them by name now redeems them from all their enemies. God declares them precious 
and honored, and God loves them. 
 
1 But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, 
O Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are 
mine. 2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, 
they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,   
and the flame shall not consume you. 3 For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One 
of Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange 
for you. 4 Because you are precious in my sight, and honored, and I love you, I give 
people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life. 5 Do not fear, for I am 
with you; I will bring your offspring from the east, and from the west I will gather 
you; 6 I will say to the north, “Give them up,” and to the south, “Do not withhold;  
bring my sons from far away and my daughters from the end of the earth— 
7 everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed 
and made.” 

 

L: The word of the Lord.  
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 29 
The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. (Ps. 29:3) 

  
1 Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, 
  ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
 

2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due God’s name; 
  worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 
 

3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; 
  the Lord is upon the mighty waters. 
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4 The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; 
  the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.  
 

5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; 
  the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
 

6 the Lord makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 
  and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 
 

7 The voice of the Lord 
  bursts forth in lightning flashes. 
 

8 The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; 
  the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.  
 

9 The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. 
  And in the temple of the Lord all are crying, “Glory!” 
 

10 The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; 
  the Lord sits enthroned as king forevermore. 
 

11 O Lord, give strength to your people; 
  give them, O Lord, the blessings of peace.  

 

Acts 8:14-17 
Peter and John are sent to support the new Christians in Samaria, a group that was 
recently baptized after hearing the good news of Christ through the preaching of 
Philip. Here the Samaritans receive the gift of the Holy Spirit in the laying on of 
hands. 
 

14 Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of 
God, they sent Peter and John to them. 15 The two went down and prayed for them 
that they might receive the Holy Spirit 16 (for as yet the Spirit had not come upon 
any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). 17 Then 
Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 

 

L: The word of the Lord.  
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE      
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(The assembly stands as they are comfortable for the Gospel) 

 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.       
C:  Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

The reading opens with questions about the identity of the Messiah. John the Baptist 
insists that he is not the Messiah; instead he points ahead to one who is coming. And 
whether the voice of God was heard by all or only by Jesus, God settles the matter: 
Jesus is God’s beloved Son. 
 

15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16 John answered all of them by 
saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I 
am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and 
to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable 
fire.”  21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been 
baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended 
upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my 
Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

 

P: The Gospel of Our Lord.         
C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 



10 

HOMILY      
 
 

(The assembly stands as they are comfortable) 
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY       “Baptized and Set Free” R453 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 
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   He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again; 
   He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
   the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 
 

(Response after each petition)  
 

P: God of grace, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of  Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING   
 
 

OFFERTORY  (the assembly stands as they are comfortable and sings as the gifts are brought forward) 

Words: M F C Wilson. Text copyright 1988, Lorenz Publishing, All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
OneLicense.net #A-708789 
 

P: Let us pray...God of grace, 
C: your love reaches to the heavens, and your abundance to the depths of the 

seas. Bless what we offer to your service: our gifts, our abilities, and our 
hearts. Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity, now and always. Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

P: The Lord be with you. C:  And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise…(concluding)…we praise your name and join their unending 
 hymn:        

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER/WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

P:  You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is 
the majesty of your glory. . .For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from 
this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.  

 

C: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
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C: Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and 
death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming 
again . . . To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in 
your holy church, now and forever. 

C: Amen, amen, amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P: Lord, remember us in your Kingdom and teach us to pray.  

 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, 
   forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

P: The joy of the Lord is our strength.  Come, eat this meal of gladness. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

(All who desire to receive Christ’s presence in bread and wine are welcome to participate in the Eucharist) 

 



14 

COMMUNION HYMN    “Wade in the Water”                R459 

(the assembly stands as they are comfortable) 

 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
 grace. 

C: Amen. 
 

This selection is in the public domain. 
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P: Let us pray...Nourishing God,  
C: at this table you have refreshed us with holy gifts of food and drink. 

Strengthen us for service, and send us out to embody your good news of 
liberation and healing for the sake of the world. In the name of Christ we 
pray, Amen. 

 

BLESSING 
P: The Spirit of the triune God + bless us with joy, anoint us with compassion, and 

send us in love.  
C: Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN             “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”                   R543 

 
 
 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

P: Go in peace.  Prepare the way for Emmanuel.    
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

POSTLUDE 

 

       
 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT GRACE LUTHERAN 
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  

We are glad to have you here worshiping with us.  For visitors, we would be glad to tell 
you more about Grace Lutheran and how we share God's love. Please leave the best way 
to contact you on the visitor sheets in the Sanctuary Narthex or the Office Lobby or use 
the bulletin and give it to an usher.  

 
 

COFFEE HOUR AFTER SUNDAY WORSHIP  
Join us for a time of fellowship with coffee/tea/juice and treats 

in the Fellowship Hall off the Office Lobby after our Sunday worship.  
 

IN OUR PRAYERS  
Kay Grove, Darlene Freel,  Bill Whitscell, Gary Bettega, Don & Myra Cross, Adam 
Kamyszek, Kelly Pankey, Joanne Kindt, Eleanor Coddington, Sandy Malaski, Janet 
Chroninger, Bonnie Cross, Elfie Jahnke, Budd & Marlene Jobson, Don Barnard, 
Meredith Smith, Robert Larsen, Vicki Piontkowski, Elaine Hatch, Scott Lancaster, 
Dorothy Hansen, Larry & Emma Nelson, Michele Amelotte, Jim Malaski -- Randy 
Thiem,  Mychele Allmacher, Danielle Lawrence, Bishop Emeritus Gary Hansen, 
Deborah Al-Duwaisan, Julie Stafford, Daphne Flack, Dixie Crevier, Brenda 
Donajkowski, Rev. Sarah Samuelson, Linda, Kaye Harry, Sandra Beck, Kevin Carlson, 
Laura Fettes (Don Cross’ granddaughter), Arlie Prevost, Donna Kendziorski, Jeff 
Kendziorski, Geraldine Rhoads, Herb Schiller, Ann Haske, Jimmy Lappan, Donna 
Hatch, Jordyn, Maggie, and Joseph Hansen.  We also remember the family of Jerry 
Austin, who passed away January 2nd. 
 

Our prayer list is redone each month. If you, or a family member, would like to continue 
on the prayer list, please call the office (354-2640).  
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PRAYER PARTNERS 
From the LARCC (Lutheran, Anglican, Roman Catholic and Congregational UCC) 
parishes of Alpena, this weekend we pray for the Youth & Family Ministry at Grace 
Lutheran Church. Our Synod Prayer Partner for this week: Messiah Lutheran Church/
Bay City, Rev. Timothy Jahn and Bishop Craig Satterlee and Synod Staff.  
 
ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Tony Campolo, Evangelical and . . .  
Tony Campolo passed away in November. He was a self-identified “Evangelical” and 
more. He worked on issues of Justice and Peace throughout his career as pastor and 
educator. We will take a look at his life and work to further appreciate his view of Jesus, 
Christianity and the diversity within the “Evangelical” part of Christianity today. See 
you at 11 in the Lounge.  
 
RUTH CIRCLE MEETS JANUARY 15 
The Ruth Circle will meet in the Lounge at 1:00 p.m. on Wednesday, January 15.  All 
women are welcome! 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL RESUMES JANUARY 19 
Sunday School will resume at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday, January 19.  See you there! 
 
PEACE GATHERING - JANUARY 12 
Alpena Peace Community invites you to a Peace Gathering on Sunday, January 12 
from 7 to 8 p.m. at Grace Lutheran Church, featuring MaryAnn Hubbard on flute, 
accompanied by Judith Case and Kat Tomaszewski.  Meditations and prayers for peace 
are needed in all parts of our world, our country, our communities, and for our families 
and friends. We hope that you will join us to hear inspiring music, peace meditations, 
and refreshments to follow. EVERYONE IS WELCOME in this space! Non-perishable 
food donations to the Little Food Pantry at Grace Lutheran Church would be 
appreciated. For more information, visit Alpena Peace Community on Facebook, or 
email alpenapeacecommunity@gmail.com. 
 
MEATBALL DINNER FUNDRAISER - SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2 
Our Meatball Dinner fundraiser has been rescheduled to Sunday, February 2nd after 
church at 11 am. Tickets $20 to benefit our 150th fund. Enjoy Norwegian meatballs, 
mashed potatoes, green been casserole, and Norwegian sweets. To-go options also 
available. Get your tickets by contacting the church office (989.354.2640) or seeing 
Anne Gentry after church on Sunday, January 26. 
 
 
 
 



18 

GENERAL FUND GIVING FOR DECEMBER 2024 
 

Average needed in December (5 weeks) to meet budget $ 23,680.00 
Monthly Giving - December 28,605.28 
(Includes one-time donations of $5,900) 

 

We received:   
 166 envelopes, 49 Simply Giving recurring payments, 

9 Give+ payments made from our website, and 1 Thrivent Choice donation 

MLK DAY FUNDRAISER 
The MLK Committee of Northeast Michigan is again having a Chili Supper on MLK 
Day, Monday, January 20 at ACC before their evening program.  This supports their 
“Loads of Love” coupons to a local laundromat for those in need distributed through 
local social service agencies.  Crock pots of chili, cookies or pans of cornbread are 
needed.  Contact Pastor Tom for more details. 
 
LITTLE FOOD PANTRY 
Happy New Year! 
As I entered Grace Lutheran this morning to organize and put food out for the two 
pantries, I once again saw a couple donate food to the pantry.  It is not the first time I 
have met them and I know they are not the only ones.  Thank you for your donations 
and helping people with food insecurities.  Many of us are very fortunate and thank you 
to those who give back! -- Mary  
 
THANK YOU TO ALL - WHO HELPED MAKE CHRISTMAS EVE & WEEKEND 
SERVICES HAPPEN 
Without all of you, we could not have done it 
From decorators, bell choir, chancel choir, altar guild, ushers, greeters, lectors, 
communion assistants, livestream team who did their part, THANK YOU. To those who 
stepped up and pitched in where needed. THANK YOU. To those who filled in at the 
last minute, THANK YOU. To the staff who also had extra work for the services on the 
weekend, THANK YOU. Pastor Tom  
 
THANK YOU - FROM PASTOR TOM  
Thank you to the congregation for the Christmas gift that you gave me. Looking forward 
to a few things in 2025 that this will help make possible. Thanks again. And a blessed 
Christmas season and New Year to all. 
 
SUNDAY WORSHIP LIVESTREAMED AND RECORDED 
Our Sunday worship service is livestreamed, shown on the internet, as it is happening 
and recorded for viewing online later. People in the sanctuary attending the Sunday 
service may be seen as part of the livestream and recording. 
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HAPPENING THIS WEEK! 
  
 Sunday – 12th 

   8:50 am Choir Practice 
   9:30 am Worship 
   11:00 am Adult Ed - Lounge 
   6:00 pm Alpena Peace Concert - Grace 
     (Sanctuary & Hall) 
  
Monday - 13th 
   8am-noon Church Office Open 
   8am-2pm Kitchen Reserved 
     
Tuesday - 14th  
   8am-noon Church Office Open 
   9:00 am Quilting/Sewing 
   11:00 am Pastors Text Study - Lounge 
    
 Wednesday - 15th   
   8am-noon Church Office Open 
   1:00 pm Ruth Circle 
   6:00 pm Bell Choir 
 
Thursday - 16th 
   All Day Kitchen Reserved 
   8am-noon Church Office Open 
    
 Friday - 17th 
   8am-noon Church Office Open 
  
Saturday - 18th 
   5:00 pm Worship  

 

 

SERVING JANUARY 11/12 
 

Ministers .................................... God’s People 
Pastor ...................................... Rev. Tom Orth 
Music Director ............................... Claire Witt 
Recorded Accompaniment..Kat Tomaszewski 
Comm. Asst. ............. Joe Gentry, Dale Schultz 
Lector ....................................... Audrey Garant 
Ushers ............ Wayne & Chris Christopherson 

Greeters  .......... Dawn Anderson, Bruno Hirzel 
Altar Guild ............  Brandi Stone, Nancy Platt 
Livestream Team .......... Dawn Anderson, Jan 
                  Charter, Don LaBarre, Alex Struble 
Counters ............................ Gary & Kay Grove 
Coffee Hour .................... .Joe & Dawn Gentry 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SERVING JANUARY 18/19 
 

Ministers .................................... God’s People 
Pastor ...................................... Rev. Tom Orth 
Music Director ............................... Claire Witt 
Recorded Accompaniment..Kat Tomaszewski 
Comm. Asst. ............. Joe Gentry, Dale Schultz 
Lector ..................................... Dawn Anderson 
Ushers ............ Wayne & Chris Christopherson 

Greeters  ......................... Joel & Cindy Suszek 
Altar Guild ............  Brandi Stone, Nancy Platt 
Livestream Team .......... Dawn Anderson, Jan 
                  Charter, Don LaBarre, Alex Struble 
Counters ............................ Gary & Kay Grove 
Coffee Hour .... .Wayne Lewis, Audrey Garant 

 

View our services 
on YouTube 

 

 

Large print worship folders & hearing 
assistance devices are available from ushers 

GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
119 W. Dunbar St., Alpena, MI  49707 

Phone:  Office  989-354-2640 
Web Site:  www.gracelutheran-alpena.org      

Give online at www.gracelutheran-alpena.org 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Thomas W. Orth 
Pastor’s Home   989-356-8729        Pastor’s Cell  Phone   989-916-8759 

E-mail:   
pastor@gracelutheran-alpena.org 

officemanager@gracelutheran-alpena.org 
 

 Find us on Facebook at ww.facebook.com/gracelutheranalpena 


