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GATHERING 
 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

WELCOME/PRELUDE     
 

GATHERING       
 

(the assembly stands as they are comfortable) 
 
 

(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.) 
 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, +  one God, alive in the world, reviving creation, 

arriving soon. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
 
 

P: God of mercy, 
C: we confess that we have sinned.  We trust earthly powers and human authority 

alone. We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts. 
 

P: God of might, 
C: we confess that we have sinned.  We have turned away from our neighbors. We 

have trusted false promises. 
 

P: God in our midst, 
C: we confess that we have sinned.  We plead: come to us.  Bring your mercy to 

birth in us. 
 

P: A righteous branch springs forth: it is Christ the Lord, our Savior, in whom we 
have forgiveness, life, and mercy. By the power of the Holy Spirit, receive the 
grace and forgiveness of God through + Christ Jesus, whose day draws near. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 

 

Grace Lutheran Church 
 

Grace Lutheran’s Purpose Statement 
 

“We share God’s love by welcoming all and 
making a Christ-like difference in our community and world.” 
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GATHERING HYMN             “Rejoice, Rejoice Believers ” R244 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This selection is in the public domain. 
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ADVENT CANDLE “He Came Down” (two times through) R253 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING 
 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
 

KYRIE 

 
 
 
 
 

Arr. John L. Bell © 1986 Iona Community.  Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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P: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you. 
 

P:  Let us pray. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert 
us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, 
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Jeremiah 33:14-16 

In the Old Testament, “righteousness” often has to do with being faithful in 
relationship. God acts righteously both in punishing Israel for its sin and in having 
mercy. In today’s reading, Jerusalem’s future name—“The Lord is our 
righteousness”—proclaims that God is even now working salvation for Israel. 
 

14 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made 
to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15 In those days and at that time I will 
cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and 
righteousness in the land. 16 In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will 
live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our 
righteousness.” 

 

L: The word of the Lord.  
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 25:1-10 
 

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. (Ps. 25:1) 
 
1 To you, O Lord, 
  I lift up my soul. 
 

2 My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
 

3 Let none who look to you be put to shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 
 

4 Show me your ways, O Lord, 
  and teach me your paths.  
 

5 Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 
 

6 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, 
  for they are from everlasting.  
 

7 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your  
  goodness, O Lord. 
 

8 You are gracious and upright, O Lord; 
  therefore you teach sinners in your way. 
 

9 You lead the lowly in justice 
  and teach the lowly your way. 
 

10 All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast love and faithfulness 
  to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.  

 

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
Upon Timothy’s report from the congregation at Thessalonica, Paul is exuberant with 
gratitude for them. In this passage from his letter, Paul voices overflowing thanks, joy, 
and blessings for the people of this growing church. 
 

9 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before 
our God because of you? 10 Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you 
face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith. 11 Now may our God and 
Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 12 And may the Lord make 
you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love 
for you. 13 And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be 
blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his 
saints. 

 

P: The word of the Lord. C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE      
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(The assembly stands as they are comfortable for the Gospel) 

 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.  
C:  Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

Luke 21:25-36 

God will fulfill God’s purposes and, already, hidden signs of that fulfillment abound. 
On that great day there will be dismay, perplexity, confusion, and terror, but God’s 
people shall be given strength to stand boldly and receive God’s promised 
redemption. 
 

[Jesus said:] 25 “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the 
earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26 
People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the 
powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27 Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming 
in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 28 Now when these things begin to take 
place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”   
29 Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30 as soon as 
they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 
31 So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of 
God is near. 32 Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things 
have taken place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 
away. 34 “Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and 
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you 
unexpectedly, 35 like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the 
whole earth. 36 Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape 
all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 

 

P: The Gospel of Our Lord.        C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
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HOMILY      
 

(The assembly stands as they are comfortable) 
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY       “Christ, Be Our Light” R715 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
   He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again; 
   He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
   the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 
 

(Response after each petition)  
 

P: Merciful God,  
C:  receive our prayer. 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of  Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING   
 
 

OFFERTORY  (the assembly stands as they are comfortable and sings as the gifts are brought forward) 
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P: Let us pray...Creator God, 
C: you made the whole world, even the farthest stars, and you draw near to  

feed us. We praise you for these gifts of bread and wine. Strengthen us with 
this food that we may live in expectation for the advent of your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise…(concluding)…we praise your name and join their unending 
 hymn:        
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER/WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

P: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the 
birth of creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light . . .  

 

 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
C: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 

P: With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of 
grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We 
look with hope for his coming. 

C: Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

P: Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your 
Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the 
gift of peace on earth. 

C: Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

P: All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P: Lord, remember us in your Kingdom and teach us to pray.  

 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, 
   forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

P: God feeds us with tender mercy.  Come to the table. 
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HOLY COMMUNION 
 

(All who desire to receive Christ’s presence in bread and wine are welcome to participate in the Eucharist) 

 

COMMUNION HYMN       “There Is a Longing in Our Hearts”                     ACS1078 
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(the assembly stands as they are comfortable) 

 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
 grace. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us pray...Generous God,  
C: we thank you for the gift of life, for the bread of salvation. We thank you 

for coming among us, for leading us into peace. We thank you for  
showering us with mercy, for sending us into the world. Come, Lord Jesus, 
and go with us as we feed the hungry in your name. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 
P: God of endings and beginnings, God in the darkness and the light, God, our hope for 

the journey, + bless and keep us now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from CCLI #11295441/20816990. 
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SENDING HYMN             “People Look East”                   R248 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

P: Go in peace.  Prepare the way for Emmanuel.    
C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
POSTLUDE 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 
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       
 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT GRACE LUTHERAN 
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  

We are glad to have you here worshiping with us.  For visitors, we would be glad to tell 
you more about Grace Lutheran and how we share God's love. Please leave the best way 
to contact you on the visitor sheets in the Sanctuary Narthex or the Office Lobby or use 
the bulletin and give it to an usher.  

 
 

COFFEE HOUR AFTER SUNDAY WORSHIP  
Join us for a time of fellowship with coffee/tea/juice and treats 

in the Fellowship Hall off the Office Lobby after our Sunday worship.  
 

IN OUR PRAYERS  
Bill Whitscell, Gary Bettega, Don & Myra Cross, Adam Kamyszek, Kelly Pankey, 
Joanne Kindt, Tammy Furze, Eleanor Coddington, Sandy Malaski, Janet Chroninger, 
Bonnie Cross, Elfie Jahnke, Budd & Marlene Jobson, Don Barnard, Meredith Smith, 
Robert Larsen, Vicki Piontkowski, Elaine Hatch, Scott Lancaster, Dorothy Hansen, 
Larry & Emma Nelson, Michele Amelotte, Jim Malaski -- Mychele Allmacher, Danielle 
Lawrence, Bishop Emeritus Gary Hansen, Deborah Al-Duwaisan, Julie Stafford, 
Daphne Flack, Dixie Crevier, Brenda Donajkowski, Rev. Sarah Samuelson, Linda, Kaye 
Harry, Sandra Beck, Kevin Carlson, Laura Fettes (Don Cross’ granddaughter), Arlie 
Prevost, Donna Kendziorski, Jeff Kendziorski, Geraldine Rhoads, Herb Schiller, Ann 
Haske, Jimmy Lappan, Donna Hatch, Jordyn, Maggie, and Joseph Hansen.   
 
PRAYER PARTNERS 
From the LARCC (Lutheran, Anglican, Roman Catholic and Congregational UCC) 
parishes of Alpena, this weekend we pray for all who do tasks for the church at First 
Congregational UCC. Our Synod Prayer Partner for this week: Spruce Lutheran Church/
Spruce, Rev. Leslie Nye, and Bishop Craig Satterlee and Synod Staff.  
 
COMMUNION AT THE RAIL 
Since it is the weekend of the first Sunday in the month, we will be receiving 
communion at the rail on both Saturday and Sunday. As always you may receive as you 
are comfortable, kneeing if you wish. After everyone at the rail, the entire table, has 
taken communion, all receive a blessing and are dismissed together.  
 
LITTLE FOOD PANTRY 
Winter is fast approaching and the Little Food Pantry is again collecting hats, gloves and 
mittens for the pantry. 
 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
Can be found on our website at www.gracelutheran-alpena.org/2024-birthdays 
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ADULT CHRISTIAN ED 
Our Christian Identity 
How do you live and show your Christian identity? Among your many identities that 
you have, how often do you name it, claim it, and use it? The Wired Word tells the story 
about one person's identities and their priorities in using them. So springing from that we 
will think about our lives and how we do that. Join us at 11 in the Lounge. 
 
2024 CHRISTMAS WISH LIST 
You have an extra week to help make someone’s Christmas a little brighter!   
The deadline has been extended one week to Sunday, December 8th. 
 

We are joining the United Way of Northeast Michigan again this year in supporting 
local families through the Christmas Wish List program.  This program provides gifts to 
local families in need.  Recipient tags are available on the giving tree located in the 
Office Lobby. Gifts will need to be wrapped (NO GIFT BAGS), with the gift tag 
securely taped to the package and returned to the church no later than SUNDAY, 
DECEMBER 8. Thank you for making a difference in our community. --The 
Discipleship Committee. 
 
BAKE SALE - DECEMBER 7 
The Ruth Circle is planning a bake sale at Grace on December 7 from 9 a.m. to 12 
p.m.  We would like everyone in the congregation to please donate to make this a 
success.  We depend on the bake sale money to enable us to donate to 12 charities from 
Grace Lutheran through the Women of the ELCA at Grace.  Bake sale items can be 
brought to the church on Friday, December 6 beginning at 8 a.m. and continuing 
throughout the day.  We appreciate any baked goods, canned items and craft items also 
donated.  Any questions, please call Darlene Freel at 989-354-8866. Please also let us 
know if you can help on Friday or Saturday. 
 
CHRISTMAS DECORATING 
JOIN US SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7 AFTER WORSHIP 
We're putting up the tree and the greens and the candles on Saturday, December 7th. 
Join in preparing the church for the season.  We will have a light pizza supper following 
worship before we begin decorating.  Please sign the sheet in the Office Lobby so we 
have a count for the pizza. If you would like to bring a salad or dessert to go with the 
pizza, please notate that on the sign-up sheet. 
 

 
 
 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM  
“SYMBOLS OF CHRISTMAS” 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8 
(During our 9:30 a.m. service) 
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CHRISTMAS CAROLING - DECEMBER 15 
You are invited to join in Christmas caroling around the community! There will be 
lunch provided after church on Sunday, December 15th at 11:00 am and caroling will 
begin at 12:00pm. A sign up sheet will be posted. We will be going to assisted living 
homes as well as homes of some of our members. Please join in the fun! 
 

A NEW CHURCH YEAR  
We begin again our journey of faith through Jesus’ birth, life, death and resurrection. 
This year with the Gospel of Luke. The beginning Advent season is a season of 
preparation, hope and expectation. We look to the manager, yes. More importantly 
though, we also look beyond it to the more that is coming. As we pray, Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. That is truly what we are preparing 
for. The Kingdom of love, peace, grace and justice to come to here and now. That 
working with God and Jesus, we embody that in our living.  
 

That is how we, the church, are different than the world. Christmas is not our goal. What 
lies beyond it is what we prepare for and hope for and expect. That is why we have a 
season of Advent before Christmas. And a season of Christmas after the 25th. If the 
church is not different than the world, we are of no value, and do not have meaning. We 
do have meaning though because of the more that is possible.  
 

Christmas shows God’s incarnation in Jesus and tells us we have value. And we have a 
purpose. We are church for God’s mission. Believing that, we prepare again to learn the 
hear the story of Jesus and learn it for our living. That we are part of the Kingdom that is 
and the more Kingdom to come.  
 

God’s Grace and Peace to all, with Jesus’ love  
 

Pastor Tom 
 
REMEMBERING OUR CHILDREN CANDLE LIGHTING  
6:30 p.m. Sunday, December 8 ~ Grace Lutheran Church 
Please join us as we celebrate the life and memory of our children, of any age, that have 
passed.  Questions:  Karen 989.619.7728 or Polly 989.356.0849.  Please see poster on 
bulletin board for more information. 
 
THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS 
If you are a Thrivent client with benefit membership, please consider directing your 
Thrivent Choice Dollars to Grace Lutheran Church. 
 
SUNDAY WORSHIP LIVESTREAMED AND RECORDED 
Our Sunday worship service is livestreamed, shown on the internet, as it is happening 
and recorded for viewing online later. People in the sanctuary attending the Sunday 
service may be seen as part of the livestream and recording. 
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HAPPENING THIS WEEK! 
   

 Sunday –1st 
   8:50 am Choir Practice 
   9:00 am Sunday School 
   9:30 am Worship 
   11:00 am Adult CE - Lounge   
Monday - 2nd 
   KITCHEN RESERVED ALL WEEK 
   8am-noon Church Office Open 
   6:00 pm Remembering Our 
     Children - Lounge   
Tuesday - 3rd 
   KITCHEN RESERVED ALL WEEK 
   8am-noon Church Office Open 
   9:00 am Sewing/Quilting 
   11:00 am Pastors Text Study 
 

 Wednesday - 4th 
   KITCHEN RESERVED ALL WEEK 
   8am-noon Church Office Open 
   10:00 am Sunrise Conference - Grace 
   6:00 pm Bell Choir Practice 
   7:00 pm MLK Committee - Lounge   
Thursday - 5tth 
   KITCHEN RESERVED ALL WEEK 
   8am-noon Church Office Open   
Friday - 6th 
   KITCHEN RESERVED ALL WEEK 
   8am-noon Church Office Open   
Saturday - 7th 
   9am-12pm Bake Sale 
   5:00 pm Worship 

SERVING NOVEMBER 30/DECEMBER 1 
 

Ministers .................................... God’s People 
Pastor ...................................... Rev. Tom Orth 
Music Director ............................... Claire Witt 
Recorded Accompaniment..Kat Tomaszewski 
Lector ..................................... Cindy Domrase 
Comm. Asst. . Wayne & Chris Christopherson, 
                         Diane Prevost (Saturday) 
Ushers ...... Gary & Kay Grove, Rick Engstrom 
                  Cindy Domrase (Saturday) 

Greeters  .......... Dawn Anderson, Bruno Hirzel 
Altar Guild ..............................  Gentry Family 
Livestream Team .......... Dawn Anderson, Jan 
                  Charter, Don LaBarre, Alex Struble 
Counters ...............Cheryl Lang, Cindy Suszek 
Coffee Hour . Wayne & Chris Christopherson- 

 
 

SERVING DECEMBER 7/8 
 

Ministers .................................... God’s People 
Pastor ...................................... Rev. Tom Orth 
Music Director ............................... Claire Witt 
Recorded Accompaniment..Kat Tomaszewski 
Lector ....................................... Corinne Fraley 
Comm. Asst. . Wayne & Chris Christopherson, 
                         Diane Prevost (Saturday) 
Ushers ...... Gary & Kay Grove, Rick Engstrom 
                  Cindy Domrase (Saturday) 

Greeters  ......................... Joel & Cindy Suszek 
Altar Guild ..............................  Gentry Family 
Livestream Team .......... Dawn Anderson, Jan 
                  Charter, Don LaBarre, Alex Struble 
Counters ...............Cheryl Lang, Cindy Suszek 
Coffee Hour ............. Adam & Sara Kamyszek 

 

View our services 
on YouTube 

 

 

Large print worship folders & hearing 
assistance devices are available from ushers 

GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
119 W. Dunbar St., Alpena, MI  49707 

Phone:  Office  989-354-2640 
Web Site:  www.gracelutheran-alpena.org      

Give online at www.gracelutheran-alpena.org 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Thomas W. Orth 
Pastor’s Home   989-356-8729        Pastor’s Cell  Phone   989-916-8759 

E-mail:   
pastor@gracelutheran-alpena.org 

officemanager@gracelutheran-alpena.org 
 

 Find us on Facebook at ww.facebook.com/gracelutheranalpena 


