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Grace Lutheran Church 
 

Grace Lutheran’s Purpose Statement 
 

“We share God’s love by welcoming all and 
making a Christ-like difference in our community and world.” 

GATHERING 
 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE      
 

(the assembly stands as they are comfortable) 

 
 

(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.) 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity + one God, our maker, our helper, and our keeper. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
another. 

 

(Silence is kept for reflection) 

 

P: Merciful and loving God, 
C: we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy. We grumble 

about your grace to others. We turn away from the poor. Have mercy on us 
and forgive our sins. Rejoice over us as ones who were lost and have been 
found. Amen. 

 

P: Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came into the 
world to save sinners. We who were lost have been found. In the name of + 
Jesus, our sins are forgiven! 

C: Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN             “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” R504 
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GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

 
 
 
 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 
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KYRIE (Sing twice) 

 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
 
 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 



5 

 

 
P: The Lord be with you.    
C:  And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the 
church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep 
them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend 
them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving 
peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 

The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect 
the people to live upright lives. To know the Lord means that one will defend the 
cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible only 
because the Lord will forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God 
who forgets. 
 

31 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with 
the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant that I 
made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the 
land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the 
Lord. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those 
days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their 
hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 No longer shall they 
teach one another or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know 
me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord, for I will forgive their 
iniquity and remember their sin no more. 
 

L: The word of the Lord.  
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from CCLI #11295441/20816990. 
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Psalm 46 
The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. (Ps. 46:7) 
 

1 God is our refuge and strength, 
  a very present help in trouble. 
 

2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 
  and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
 

3 though its waters rage and foam, 
  and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
 

4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
  the holy habitation of |he Most High. 
 

5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 
  God shall help it at the break of day. 
 

6 The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 
  God speaks, and the earth melts away.  
 

7 The Lord of hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
 

8 Come now, regard the works of the Lord, 
  what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 
 

9 behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 
  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 
 

10 “Be still, then, and know that I am God; 
  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 
 

11 The Lord of hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  

 

Romans 3:19-28 
Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other 
Reformation leaders. No human beings make themselves right with God through 
works of the law. We are brought into a right relationship with God through the 
divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us 
from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

19 Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the 
law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world may be held 
accountable to God. 20 For no human will be justified before him by deeds prescribed 
by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, apart from 
the law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed and is attested by the Law and 
the Prophets, 22 the righteousness of God through the faith of Jesus Christ for all who 
believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is 
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in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, 
effective through faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his 
divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 26 it was to 
demonstrate at the present time his own righteousness, so that he is righteous and he 
justifies the one who has the faith of Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is 
excluded. Through what kind of law? That of works? No, rather through the law of 
faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by 
the law. 
 

L: The word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

(The assembly stands as they are comfortable for the Gospel) 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

P: The Holy Gospel according to John.  
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

John 8:31-36 
Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He 
reveals the truth that sets people free from sin. 

 

31 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you 
are truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you 
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free.” 33 They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been 
slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 34 Jesus 
answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35

 The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place 
there forever. 36 So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 
 

P: The Gospel of Our Lord.        
C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

HOMILY 
 

(The assembly stands as they are comfortable) 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY        “The Church of Christ, in Every Age” R729 

 
 
 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, 
    who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
  He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again; 
    He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
    the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 
 

 (Response after each petition) 

 
 

P: God of grace,  
C:  receive our prayer. 
 

OFFERING   
 

OFFERTORY  (the assembly stands as they are comfortable and sings as the gifts are brought forward) 
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P: Let us pray...Lord of the harvest, 
C: we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. Turn us to set our 

hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly provides for us. 
Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise…(concluding)…we praise your name and join their unending 
 hymn:        

 

 
 
 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER/WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P:  Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:  Endless is your mercy and eternal your 

reign...(concluding)...For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

P: Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the life our Lord offered 
for us. And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power 
to share with us the great and promised feast. 

C:  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

P: Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in Christ’s body and 
blood may live to the praise of your glory and receive our inheritance with all 
your saints in light. 

C:  Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

P: Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and 
unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as 
victorious Lord of all.    

 Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and 
honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
  

P: Lord, remember us in your Kingdom and teach us to pray. 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, 
   forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

P: Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come to this meal of mercy. 
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HOLY COMMUNION 
(All who desire to receive Christ’s presence in bread and wine are welcome to participate in the Eucharist) 

 

COMMUNION HYMN       “Though the Earth Shall Change”                   ACS1035 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 
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The assembly stands as they are comfortable) 

 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
 grace. 
C: Amen. 

 

P: Let us pray...O God,  
C: through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be your 

servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING 
P: The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives food to 

the hungry, who sets the prisoners free,+ bless us now and forever.   
C: Amen. 
 

 

 (Continued on next page) 
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SENDING HYMN             “The Church’s One Foundation”                                   R654 

 

This selection is in the public domain. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

P: Go in peace. Do not lose heart. 
C:  Thanks be to God.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
POSTLUDE 
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       

 
WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT GRACE LUTHERAN 

A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  
We are glad to have you here worshiping with us.  For visitors, we would be glad to tell 
you more about Grace Lutheran and how we share God's love. Please leave the best way 
to contact you on the visitor sheets in the Sanctuary Narthex or the Office Lobby or use 
the bulletin and give it to an usher.  

 
 

COFFEE HOUR AFTER SUNDAY WORSHIP  
Join us for a time of fellowship with coffee/tea/juice and treats 

in the Fellowship Hall off the Office Lobby after our Sunday worship.  
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
In Memory of Michael Moors 

Given by Gerri Moors 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS  
Anna Lewis, Nancy Platt, Darlene Freel, Hope Kamyszek, Bill Whitscell, Joanne Kindt, 
Sandy Malaski, Janet Chroninger, Bonnie Cross, Elfie Jahnke, Budd & Marlene Jobson, 
Meredith Smith, Robert Larsen, Elaine Hatch, Scott Lancaster, Dorothy Hansen, Emma 
Nelson, Michele Amelotte, Jim Malaski -- Harry & Aggie Jakubiak, Jerry McConnell, 
Lisa Creger, Lynsie, Becky & Dante, Lyle Beck, Candy & Tom Laughlin, Margaret 
Kamyszek, Michelle, Joan Vanover, Paige Lancewicz, Randy Thiem, Mychele 
Allmacher, Deborah Al-Duwaisan, Daphne Flack, Brenda Donajkowski, Linda, Kaye 
Harry, Sandra Beck, Kevin Carlson, Laura Fettes (Don Cross’ granddaughter), Donna 
Kendziorski, Jeff Kendziorski, Geraldine Rhoads, Herb Schiller, Jimmy Lappan, Donna 
Hatch, Jordyn, Maggie, and Joseph Hansen.  Military: Will Stafford (Rich & Sherie 
McTaggart’s grandson) - deployed overseas and Amelia Berles - pilot training.   
 

Our prayer list is redone each month. If you, or a family member, would like to continue on the prayer 
list, please call the office (354-2640).  
 
PRAYER PARTNERS 
From the LARCC (Lutheran, Anglican, Roman Catholic and Congregational UCC) 
parishes of Alpena, this weekend we pray for the Samaritas at Grace Lutheran Church. 
Our Synod Prayer Partners for this week: Bethlehem Lutheran Church/Lansing, Rev. 
Matt Smith & Rev. John Burow; and Bishop Julie Schneider-Thomas and Synod Staff.  
 
PRAYER LETTERS 
Please sign the prayer letter(s) each week that we send out telling other churches and 
ministries they have been included in our prayers. Fill the page with our names. The 
letter(s) are on the podium by the table in the Office Lobby.  
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ADULT CE - SUNDAY OCTOBER 26 
Honoring Our Neighbors Faith – Roman Catholic  
We continue talking about the Roman Catholic church belief and practices this Sunday. 
Our time with Archbishop Paul Russell was so engaging and insightful that we wanted 
to continue it and he was available for this Sunday. So join us for more conversation and 
understanding about the Catholic Church of the Latin Rite. We will meet at 11 in the 
Lounge. If you have any particular questions you would like addressed, feel free to get 
them to Pastor Tom ahead of time.  
 
TRIVIA NIGHT - NOVEMBER 7 
Gather your team of 4-8 people (Think of a fun name for your team) and join us for a 
night of food and fun!   Doors open at 5 pm,  with dinner at 5:30 pm. Pizza, salad and 
dessert will be served. Trivia will begin after dinner at approximately 6 pm. There will 
be 9 rounds of 10 questions to include: Lions, Tigers and Red Wings; the history of 
Alpena; movies/old and new; places in our world; music of the 70’s; object 
identification; animals; local people and places; and a mystery topic. Grand prizes and 
door prizes will be awarded.  Reserve your table by calling Donna Morgan at 
989.590.3327.  Only $10 per person.  Volunteers are needed to help with the event.  
Salads and desserts are also needed.  Sign-up sheets are located in the Office Lobby. 
 
ANNUAL MEETING - NOVEMBER 9 
Our Annual Meeting will be held following 9:30 a.m. worship on Sunday, November 9.  
On the agenda:  Budget Adoption and Election of Officers.  Please plan to join us! 
 
CHRIST IN OUR HOMES DEVOTIONALS  
The next edition for October thru December is here, available on the cabinet in the 
Office Lobby. 
 
BALLOON NO. 3 IS DOWN 
It has hit the table and is officially declared down. Nos. 2 & 5 are still up. Get your 
NEW best guesses in now. 
 
SUNDAY WORSHIP LIVESTREAMED AND RECORDED 
Our Sunday worship service is livestreamed, shown on the internet, as it is happening 
and recorded for viewing online later. People in the sanctuary attending the Sunday 
service may be seen as part of the livestream and recording. 
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HAPPENING THIS WEEK! 
   

  Sunday – 26th 
   8:50 am Choir Practice 
   9:00 am Sunday School 
   9:30 am Worship 
   11:00 am Adult Ed - Lounge 
 

 Monday - 27th 
   CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
   8am-2pm Kitchen Reserved   
Tuesday - 28th 
   8am-noon Church Office Open 
   9:00 am Sewing/Quilting 
   11:00 am Pastors Text Study -  
     Lounge      

Wednesday - 29th 
   8am-noon Church Office Open 
   6:00 pm Bell Choir Practice   
Thursday - 30th 
   8am-noon Church Office Open 
   8am-2pm Kitchen Reserved      

Friday - 31st 
   CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
   8am-2pm Kitchen Reserved 
   5:30-7:30pm Trick or Treat at Grace   
Saturday - 1st 
   5:00 pm  Worship   
       

 
 

 

SERVING OCTOBER 25/26 
Ministers ........................................... God’s People 
Pastor...............................................Rev. Tom Orth 
Music Director ...................................... Claire Witt 
Recorded Accompaniment ..... ..Kat Tomaszewski 
Comm. Asst. ............ Audrey Garant, Wayne Lewis 
Lector .............................................. Corinne Fraley 
Ushers .................. Wayne & Chris Christopherson, 
                                Mary Rowader, June Daly 

Greeters  .................................. Joe & Dawn Gentry 
Altar Guild ..  Cindy Suszek, Chris Christopherson, 
                        Cheryl Werblow, Jewel Lancaster 
Livestream Team ..... Dawn Anderson, Jan Charter,   
                                   Don LaBarre, Alex Struble 
Counters ................................... Gary & Kay Grove 
Coffee Hour ............ .Pat Schultz, Dawn Anderson, 
                                    Darlene Freel 

 
 

SERVING NOVEMBER 1/2 
Ministers ........................................... God’s People 
Pastor...............................................Rev. Tom Orth 
Music Director ...................................... Claire Witt 
Recorded Accompaniment ..... ..Kat Tomaszewski 
Comm. Asst. ......... Wayne & Chris Christopherson 
Lector ................................................. Anne Gentry 
Ushers ............ Gary & Kay Grove, Rick Engstrom, 
                         Cindy Domrase (Saturday) 

Greeters  ................................ Joel & Cindy Suszek 
Altar Guild .................  Sandy Welch, Karen Slaght 
Livestream Team ..... Dawn Anderson, Jan Charter,   
                                   Don LaBarre, Alex Struble 
Counters .............. Wayne & Chris Christopherson, 
                                Darlene Freel 
Coffee Hour ........... .Wayne Lewis, Audrey Garant 

 

View our services 
on YouTube 

 

 

Large print worship folders & hearing 
assistance devices are available from ushers 

GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
119 W. Dunbar St., Alpena, MI  49707 

Phone:  Office  989-354-2640 
Web Site:  www.gracelutheran-alpena.org      

Give online at www.gracelutheran-alpena.org 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Thomas W. Orth 
Pastor’s Home   989-356-8729        Pastor’s Cell  Phone   989-916-8759 

E-mail:   
pastor@gracelutheran-alpena.org 

officemanager@gracelutheran-alpena.org 
 

 Find us on Facebook at ww.facebook.com/gracelutheranalpena 


