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GATHERING 
 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
 

WELCOME/PRELUDE      

 

(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.) 
 
 

(The assembly stands as you are comfortable) 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who writes the law on our hearts, who draws 
all people together through Jesus. 

C:  Amen. 
 

P: Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: Holy God, 
C: we confess that we are caught in snares of sin and cannot break free. We hoard 

resources while our neighbors are hungry and cold. We speak in ways that 
silence others. We are silent when we should speak up. We keep score in our 
hearts. We let hurts grow into hatred. For all these things and for sins only you 
know, forgive us, Lord. Amen. 

 

P: Here is a flood of grace: Out of love for the whole world, God draws near to us, 
breaks every snare of sin, washes away our wrongs, and restores the promise of life 
through + Jesus Christ. 

C: Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grace Lutheran Church 
 

Grace Lutheran’s Purpose Statement 
 

“We share God’s love by welcoming all and 
making a Christ-like difference in our community and world.” 
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GATHERING HYMN         “Restore in Us, O God”          R328 

GREETING 
P: The grace and mercy of God, who in Christ bears our burdens and saves us from 

sin, be with you all. 

C: And also with you.  
 

KYRIE   Text: Gracia Grindal © 1998 Augsburg Fortress.  Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained  
                     from OneLicense #A-708784. 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE   

Text: Martin A. Seltz; Music: Ludwig van Beethoven.  Text © 1998 Augsburg Fortress. Permission to reprint/stream 
this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 
 

P:  The Lord be with you.  
C:  And also with you. 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the chosen, and 
in the wilderness of temptation you protected your Son from sin. Renew us in 
the gift of baptism. May your holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe may 
have no power over us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

(the assembly may be seated) 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Genesis 9:8-17 

Today’s reading is the conclusion to the flood story. Because of human sin, God 
destroys the earth by flood, saving only Noah, his family, and the animals on the ark. 
Yet divine destruction gives way to divine commitment. As in the first creation, God 
blesses humanity and establishes a covenant with all creatures. 
 

8God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“As for me, I am establishing my 
covenant with you and your descendants after you, 10and with every living creature 
that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with 
you, as many as came out of the ark. 11I establish my covenant with you, that never 
again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be 
a flood to destroy the earth.” 12God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I 
make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future 
generations: 13I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant 
between me and the earth. 14When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen 
in the clouds, 15I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every 
living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to 
destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the 
everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the 
earth.” 17God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established 
between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 
 

L: The word of the Lord.  
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 25:1-10 
Your paths, O Lord, are steadfast love and faithfulness. (Ps. 25:10) 
 

1To you, O Lord, 
  I lift up my soul. 
 

2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
 

3Let none who look to you be put to shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 
 

4Show me your ways, O Lord, 
  and teach me your paths.  
 

5Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 
 

6Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, 
  for they are from everlasting. 
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7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your  
 goodness, O Lord. 
 

8You are gracious and upright, O Lord; 
  therefore you teach sinners in your way.  
 

9You lead the lowly in justice 
  and teach the lowly your way. 
 

10All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast love and faithfulness 
  to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.  

 

1 Peter 3:18-22 

As God acted through Christ’s suffering and death to bring us to God, so God acts 
through baptism to save us from a sinful existence. This spiritual cleansing marks 
our new life in Christ. 
 

18Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order 
to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 
19in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in 
former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during 
the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through 
water. 21And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of 
dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of 
God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

(The assembly stands as they are comfortable for the Gospel) 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark. 
C:  Glory to You, O Lord. 
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Mark 1:9-15 

The Spirit that comes upon Jesus at his baptism sustains him when he is tested by 
Satan so that he might proclaim the good news of God’s reign. 
 

9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn 
apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, 
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 12And the Spirit 
immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13He was in the wilderness forty 
days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on 
him. 14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good 
news of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come 
near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 
 

P: The Gospel of Our Lord.   C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

HOMILY 
 
 

(The assembly stands as they are comfortable) 
 

 
 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross”                           R335 

This selection is in the public domain. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
  He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again; 
  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 
 (Response after each petition) 

 

P: Merciful God,  
C:  receive our prayer. 

 
MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Christ. 
OFFERING   
 
 

OFFERTORY  (the assembly stands as they are comfortable & sings as the gifts are brought forward) 

Words: M F C Wilson. Text copyright 1988, Lorenz Publishing, All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
OneLicense.net #A-708789 
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P: Let us pray...Blessed are you, Holy One, 
C: for all good things come from you. In bread and cup you open heaven to us. 

Meet us at this table, that we receive what we seek and follow your Son, Jesus, in 
whose name we pray. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts.  
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 

P: It is indeed our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise…(concluding)…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER/WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and eternal your 
reign. You have filled all creation with light and life; heaven and earth are full of 
your glory... 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes. 

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the life our Lord offered for 
us. And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power 
to share with us the great and promised feast.  
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in Christ’s body and blood 
may live to the praise of your glory and receive our inheritance with all your saints in 
light. 
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and unite 
them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as victorious 
Lord of all. Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory 
and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
    thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
    and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, 
   forever and ever. Amen.   
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HOLY COMMUNION 
 

(All who desire to receive Christ’s presence in bread and wine are welcome to participate in the Eucharist) 
 

At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one.  Come and see. 

Text: Martin A. Seltz © 1998 Augsburg Fortress.  Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense 
#A-708784 
 

COMMUNION HYMN    “Eat This Bread”                R472 

 
 

 

 
(the assembly stands as they are comfortable) 

 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his  
 grace.  
C: Amen. 
 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 
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P: Let us pray...God of every gift, 
C: Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body. Raise us to life by your 

power for the benefit of all and to your glory, now and forever. Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
P: God who names us, Christ who claims us, and the Holy Spirit who dwells in us, 

+ bless us and remain with us always. 
C: Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN       “O Lord, Throughout These Forty Days”                            R319 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

P: Go in peace.  You are God’s beloved.   
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 
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POSTLUDE 

       

 
WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT GRACE LUTHERAN 

A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  
We are glad to have you here worshiping with us.  For visitors, we would be glad to tell 
you more about Grace Lutheran and how we share God's love. Please leave the best way 
to contact you on the visitor sheets in the Sanctuary Narthex or the Office Lobby or use 
the bulletin and give it to an usher.  
 
 

COFFEE HOUR AFTER SUNDAY WORSHIP  
Join us for a time of fellowship with coffee/tea/juice and treats 

in the Fellowship Hall off the Office Lobby after our Sunday worship.  
 

IN OUR PRAYERS  
Ali Lewis, Tammy Furze, Mary Barney-Bock, Eleanor Coddington, Sandy Malaski, 
Janet Chroninger, Bonnie Cross, Elfie Jahnke, Budd & Marlene Jobson, Lisa Wooll, 
Kristin Berles, Don Barnard, Meredith Smith, Robert Larsen, Vicki Piontkowski, Elaine 
Hatch, Scott Lancaster, Gerald Lancaster, Dorothy Hansen, Larry & Emma Nelson, 
Michele Amelotte, Jim Malaski, Katherine Rettell -- Jerry Austin, Annie Olsen, Brenda 
Donajkowski, Rev. Laraine Sundin, Rev. Sarah Samuelson, Arlene Bettega, Duane 
Morin, Linda, Kaye Harry, Sandra Beck, Kevin Carlson, Laura Fettes (Don Cross’ 
granddaughter), Arlie Prevost, Donna Kendziorski, Jeff Kendziorski, Geraldine Rhoads, 
James Marculewicz, Herb Schiller, Ann Haske, Joanne Coughlin, Jimmy Lappan, 
Donna Hatch, Jordyn, Maggie, Emily Cross, and Joseph Hansen.  We also remember the 
family of Harry Kautz, who passed away on February 10th. 
 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
In Celebration of 

Gene & Cindy Domrase’s 50th Wedding Anniversary 
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PRAYER PARTNERS 
From the LARCC (Lutheran, Anglican, Roman Catholic and Congregational UCC) 
parishes of Alpena, this weekend we pray for the Funeral Service Groups at St. Paul 
Lutheran Church. Our Synod Prayer Partner for this week: Trinity Lutheran Church/
Manton, Rev. Bill Huether, and Bishop Craig Satterlee and Synod Staff.  
 
ADULT CE FOR FEBRUARY 18 
Buddhism - Our Next Honoring Our Neighbor's Faith 
This week going through the book, our next tradition is an entirely different faith, 
Buddhism. We explore it and seek to compare and contrast it with our understanding of 
Christianity and Lutheran expression of Christianity. See you at 11 in the Lounge. 
 
RUTH CIRCLE 
Ruth Circle will meet in the church lounge on February 21 at 1:00 p.m.  All women of 
the congregation are invited to attend. 
 
SAVE THE DATE! 
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 150TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
DINNER 
Sunday, April 28, 2024 
The dinner will be held here at Grace and catered by JJ’s.  Cost: $20/person. 
 
YOU ARE INVITED TO SING WITH THE COMMUNITY CHOIR 
 You are invited to sing with the Community Choir for the ecumenical Good Friday 
Worship Service on March 29th.  Rehearsals will be held at 6:30 p.m. on March 7 and 
March 14 at First Congregational UCC, and 6:30 p.m. on March 21 and 11:15 a.m. on 
March 29 at First United Methodist Church on Ripley for a final run-through.  Any 
questions call Kat Tomaszewski at 989.255.8750 or Sandy Jarmuzewski at 
989.255.7894. Please note change in rehearsal times previously posted. 
 
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF - GIFTS OF LOVE - ON THE FARM 
During the Lenten Season, Grace will be participating in the LWR Gifts of  
Love On the Farm program. We will be collecting funds to donate various farm animals 
and farming seeds through Lutheran World Relief.  Information will be available in the 
coming week on how to donate and the farm animals that will be given as gifts from our 
congregation. Thank you for making a Christ-like difference in our world! 
 
SUNDAY WORSHIP LIVESTREAMED AND RECORDED 
Our Sunday worship service is livestreamed, shown on the internet, as it is happening 
and recorded for viewing online later. People in the sanctuary attending the Sunday 
service may be seen as part of the livestream and recording 
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CATECHISM CLASSES STARTING UP 
Want to help our youth continue to grow their faith? Join the Catechism Team as classes 
begin. See Pastor Tom for more info.  
 
LENTEN DEVOTIONALS  
Lifted Up in Love devotionals inspired by Henri Nouwen writings are available on the 
cabinet in the Office Lobby and on the tables entering the sanctuary. 
 
PLEASE SAVE THE DATES 
Grace Lutheran Rummage Sale - August 23 & 24 
Please remember our rummage sale as you are Spring cleaning. 
 

Quilters Game Night at Grace - October 17 
 

More details coming as these events get closer! 

 
FINANCIAL SUMMARY FOR 2023 
 

Listed below are the final numbers for last year: 
 
    Budget   Actual 
 

Contributions  $238,495  $248,890 
 

Spending   $238,495  $230,727 
 
 
As shown, our contributions were above budget and our spending was under 
budget!  These results helped us increase our bank accounts by $20,986. 
 
After starting 2023 with lower than expected contributions, we finished the year 
with increased giving thanks to many members responding to our need.  Our 
Giving goal for 2024 is to meet our budget of $246,288 so that we can continue to 
grow Grace’s programs and activities for our members and community. 
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HAPPENING THIS WEEK! 
   

 Sunday – 18th   
   9:00 am   Choir Practice 
   9:00 am   Sunday School 
   9:30 am   Worship 
   11:00 am   Adult Ed - Lounge 
        

Monday - 19th 
   8am-noon   Church Office Open 
    

Tuesday - 20th 
   8am-noon   Church Office Open 
   10am-2pm   Kautz Memorial  
       Visitation, Service & 
       Luncheon 
   6:00 pm   Council 
          
Wednesday - 21st 
   8am-noon   Church Office Open 
   1:00 pm   Ruth Circle - Hall 
   6:00 pm   Bell Choir Practice 
   6:00 pm   Soup Supper &  
   7:00 pm   Mid-Week Service at 
       St. Paul Lutheran 
 

Thursday - 22nd 
   8am-noon   Church Office Open 
   7:00 pm   Catechism Orientation 
       

Friday - 23rd 
   8am-noon   Church Office Open 
  
Saturday - 24th 
   5:00 pm    Worship  
   

 
 

Large print worship folders &  
hearing assistance devices are 

available from ushers 

SERVING FEBRUARY 17/18 
 

Ministers .................................... God’s People 
Pastor ....................................... Rev. Tom Orth 
Music Director .............................. Claire Witt 
Recorded Accompaniment..Kat Tomaszewski 
Lector .......................................... Anne Gentry 
Comm. Asst. . Wayne & Chris Christopherson 
Ushers ..... Matt, Everett & Oliva Haske (Sun.) 
 .......................................... Wayne Lewis (Sat.) 
Greeters  ....... Cindy Domrase, Mary Rowader 
Altar Guild ............... Arlis St. Charles (Set Up) 

                  Nancy Platt, Brandi Stone (Clean Up) 
Livestream Team ........... Dawn Anderson, Jan 
                  Charter, Don LaBarre, Alex Struble 
Counters ...... Wayne & Chris Christopherson, 
                         Darlene Freel 
Coffee Hour ..... Wayne Lewis, Audrey Garant 

 
 
 
 
 

SERVING FEBRUARY 24/25 
 

Ministers .................................... God’s People 
Pastor ....................................... Rev. Tom Orth 
Music Director .............................. Claire Witt 
Recorded Accompaniment..Kat Tomaszewski 
Lector ................................. Bill & Nancy Platt 
Comm. Asst. . Wayne & Chris Christopherson 
Ushers ..... Matt, Everett & Oliva Haske (Sun.) 
 .......................................... Wayne Lewis (Sat.) 
Greeters  ....... Wayne & Chris Christopherson 
Altar Guild ............... Arlis St. Charles (Set Up) 

                  Nancy Platt, Brandi Stone (Clean Up) 
Livestream Team ........... Dawn Anderson, Jan 
                  Charter, Don LaBarre, Alex Struble 
Counters ...... Wayne & Chris Christopherson, 
                         Darlene Freel 
Coffee Hour ..................... Joe & Dawn Gentry 

GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
119 W. Dunbar St., Alpena, MI  49707 

Phone:  Office  989-354-2640 
Web Site:  www.gracelutheran-alpena.org      

Give online at www.gracelutheran-alpena.org 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Thomas W. Orth 
Pastor’s Home   989-356-8729        Pastor’s Cell  Phone   989-916-8759 

E-mail:   
pastor@gracelutheran-alpena.org 

officemanager@gracelutheran-alpena.org 
 

 Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/gracelutheranalpena 

 

View our services 
on YouTube 


