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GATHERING 
 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

WELCOME/PRELUDE     
 

GATHERING       
 

(the assembly stands as they are comfortable) 
 
 

(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.) 
 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, +  one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 

endures forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
 
 

P: Compassionate One, 
C: you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, but our lives do not 

always reflect you and your love for the world. We do not show others the 
tender compassion you have shown to us. We do not welcome others with 
the radical hospitality you grant to all people. We oppress others, even 
though you have set us free again and again. We squander the abundant 
gifts of the earth. Transform our lives and guide us again in the way of the 
cross. Amen. 

 

P: Beloved in Christ, God’s arms are always stretched open wide to welcome the 
wandering ones home. In + Christ our sins are forgiven. We have a place in God’s 
house forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

 
 
 

Grace Lutheran Church 
 

Grace Lutheran’s Purpose Statement 
 

“We share God’s love by welcoming all and 
making a Christ-like difference in our community and world.” 
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GATHERING HYMN        “As We Gather at Your Table” R522 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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P: The Lord be with you.  
C:  And also with you. 
 

P:  Let us pray. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Creator God, you prepare a new way in the wilderness, and your grace waters 
our desert. Open our hearts to be transformed by the new thing you are doing, 
that our lives may proclaim the extravagance of your love given to all through 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Isaiah 43:16-21 

The prophet declares that long ago God performed mighty deeds and delivered 
Israel from Egyptian bondage through the waters of the sea. Now, God is about to 
do a new thing, bringing the exiles out of Babylon and through the wilderness in a 
new Exodus. 
 
16 Thus says the Lord, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters,  
17 who brings out chariot and horse, army and warrior; they lie down, they cannot 
rise, they are extinguished, quenched like a wick: 18 Do not remember the former 
things, or consider the things of old. 19 I am about to do a new thing; now it springs 
forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the 
desert. 20 The wild animals will honor me, the jackals and the ostriches; for I give 
water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give drink to my chosen people,   
21 the people whom I formed for myself so that they might declare my praise. 

 
 

L: The word of the Lord.  
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 126 
Those who sowed with tears will reap with songs of joy. (Ps. 126:5) 
 

1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 
  then were we like those who dream. 
 

2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy. 
  Then they said among the nations, “The Lord has done great things for  
       them.” 
 

3 The Lord has done great things for us, 
  and we are glad indeed. 
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4 Restore our fortunes, O Lord, 
  like the watercourses of the Negeb.  
 

5 Those who sowed with tears 
  will reap with songs of joy. 
 

6 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, 
  will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.  

 

Philippians 3:4b-14 
Writing to Christians in Philippi, Paul admits that his heritage and reputation could 
give him more reason than most people to place confidence in his spiritual pedigree. 
But the overwhelming grace of God in Jesus calls Paul to a new set of values. 
 

[Paul writes:] 4b If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 5 
circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a 
persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 
  7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 
8 More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, 
and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, 
not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes 
through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 10 I want to know 
Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by 
becoming like him in his death, 11 if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the 
dead. 12 Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I 
press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13 Beloved, 
I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what 
lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for 
the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

 

L: The word of the Lord.  
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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(The assembly stands as they are comfortable for the Gospel Acclamation and reading) 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John.       
C:  Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

John 12:1-8 

Judas willfully misinterprets as waste Mary’s extravagant act of anointing Jesus’ 
feet with costly perfume. Jesus recognizes that her lavish gift is both an expression 
of love and an anticipation of his burial. 
 

1 Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom 
he had raised from the dead. 2 There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and 
Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. 3 Mary took a pound of costly 
perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The 
house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 4 But Judas Iscariot, one of his 
disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, 5 “Why was this perfume not 
sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?” 6 (He said this not 
because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common 
purse and used to steal what was put into it.) 7 Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She 
bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. 8 You always have the 
poor with you, but you do not always have me.” 

 

P: The Gospel of Our Lord.     
C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

HOMILY      
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(The assembly stands as they are comfortable) 
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY       “Take My Life, That I may Be”       R685 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
   He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again; 
   He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
   the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 
 

(Response after each petition)  
 

P: God, in your mercy, 
C:  receive our prayer. 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of  Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING   
 

OFFERTORY  (the assembly stands as they are comfortable and sings as the gifts are brought  
                                 forward) 

 
 

 
P: Let us pray...God of grace, 
C: your love reaches to the heavens, and your abundance to the depths of the 

seas. Bless what we offer to your service: our gifts, our abilities, and our 
hearts. Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity, now and always. 
Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

P: The Lord be with you.  
C:  And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts.  
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise…(concluding)…we praise your name and join their unending 
 hymn:        

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER/WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

P: Blessed are you, O God of the universe.  Your mercy is everlasting and your 
faithfulness endures from age to age… 

  

 With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as 
we proclaim the mystery of faith:  

C: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
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P: O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these 
gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. 

C: Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

P: Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ 
for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, 
and love. 

C: Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

P: With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now 
and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P: Lord, remember us in your Kingdom and teach us to pray.  

 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, 
   forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

P: All who are hungry, come! The feast of grace is spread. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

(All who desire to receive Christ’s presence in bread and wine are welcome to participate in the Eucharist) 
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COMMUNION HYMN    “In the Singing”              R466 

(the assembly stands as they are comfortable) 

 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
 grace.      

C: Amen. 
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P: Let us pray...Generous Host,  
C: you have shared your feast with us and made us new. Send us now to set 

tables of love and grace in our communities, that your liberating love might 
nourish the world into freedom, in the name of the crucified one, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 
P: God our tender parent, God the crucified one, God the reconciling Spirit, + bless us 

now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN             “God’s Work, Our Hands”           ACS1000 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

P: Go in peace.  Care for others as God cares for you.  
C:  Thanks be to God! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
POSTLUDE 

       
 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT GRACE LUTHERAN 
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  

We are glad to have you here worshiping with us.  For visitors, we would be glad to tell 
you more about Grace Lutheran and how we share God's love. Please leave the best way 
to contact you on the visitor sheets in the Sanctuary Narthex or the Office Lobby or use 
the bulletin and give it to an usher.  

 

COFFEE HOUR AFTER SUNDAY WORSHIP  
Join us for a time of fellowship with coffee/tea/juice and treats 

in the Fellowship Hall off the Office Lobby after our Sunday worship.  
 
 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 



16 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
In Honor of 

Don & Myra Cross’ 30th Wedding Anniversary 
 
IN OUR PRAYERS  
Pam Kirchoff, Kay Grove, Bill Whitscell, Adam Kamyszek, Kelly Pankey, Joanne 
Kindt, Eleanor Coddington, Sandy Malaski, Janet Chroninger, Bonnie Cross, Elfie 
Jahnke, Budd & Marlene Jobson, Meredith Smith, Robert Larsen, Vicki Piontkowski, 
Elaine Hatch, Scott Lancaster, Dorothy Hansen, Larry & Emma Nelson, Michele 
Amelotte, Jim Malaski -- Steve Watson, Rose Rosenbreck, Michelle, Sandra 
Christopherson, Joan Vanover, Clayton Peters, Bonnie Urlaub, Paige Lancewicz, Randy 
Thiem, Mychele Allmacher, Danielle Lawrence, Bishop Emeritus Gary Hansen, 
Deborah Al-Duwaisan, Julie Stafford, Daphne Flack, Dixie Crevier, Brenda 
Donajkowski, Linda, Kaye Harry, Sandra Beck, Kevin Carlson, Laura Fettes (Don 
Cross’ granddaughter), Arlie Prevost, Donna Kendziorski, Jeff Kendziorski, Geraldine 
Rhoads, Herb Schiller, Jimmy Lappan, Donna Hatch, Jordyn, Maggie, and Joseph 
Hansen. We also remember the family of Ann Haske (Matt’s Mom), who passed away 
on March 20th. 

 

Our prayer list is redone each month. If you, or a family member, would like to continue on the prayer list, 
please call the office (354-2640).  
 
 

PRAYER PARTNERS 
From the LARCC (Lutheran, Anglican, Roman Catholic and Congregational UCC) 
parishes of Alpena, this weekend we pray for Spiritual Growth and Renewal at Trinity 
Episcopal Church. Our Synod Prayer Partners for this week: Grace Lutheran Church/
East Tawas, Rev. Max Miller and Bishop Craig Satterlee and Synod Staff.  
 
 

PRAYER LETTERS 
Please sign the prayer letter(s) each week that we send out telling other churches and 
ministries they have been included in our prayers. Fill the page with our names. The 
letter(s) are on the podium by the table in the Office Lobby.  
 
 

COMMUNION AT THE RAIL 
Since it is the weekend of the first Sunday in the month, we will be receiving 
communion at the rail on both Saturday and Sunday. As always you may receive as you 
are comfortable, kneeing if you wish. After everyone at the rail, the entire table, has 
taken communion, all receive a blessing and are dismissed together.  
 
ADULT CHRISTIAN ED – April 6 The Gospel of Luke 
We are reading Chapter 6 this Sunday. Even if you haven't been part of the series so far, 
everyone can join in the discussion, asking question and learning more about the Gospel. 
We are in the Lounge at 11. Hope to see you there. 
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SOUPS/BREADS NEEDED FOR  MAUNDY THURSDAY LENTEN SOUP 
SUPPER & SERVICE - April 17 
Grace’s next turn to provide soups & breads is for the evening service on Maundy 
Thursday, April 17. We are looking for 4-5 people to bring a crock pot of soup and 3-4 
people who would like to bring bread. Also, help is needed for clean up 
afterwards.  There is a sign-up sheet available in the Office Lobby for those who can 
help or contact Donna Morgan at 989-590-3327.  
 
EASTER FLOWERS 
This year we are asking for donations for Easter flowers for the church in lieu of 
individual plants. Donations may be made in honor or memory of someone. Several 
larger plants will be ordered with the money collected to beautify our sanctuary for our 
Easter service. Forms are available on the table in the Office Lobby.  Deadline to 
have your information printed in the bulletin is April 13. 
 
EASTER BREAKFAST POTLUCK 
We are planning an Easter Breakfast Potluck following our 9:30 am Easter Worship 
Service on April 20. Sign-up sheets for the potluck (#attending, dish you are bringing, 
help with clean up) are located in the Office Lobby. Please sign up by April 13 if you 
plan to attend and if you are able to help. Thanks!  
 
SYNOD ASSEMBLY DELEGATES - MAY 18-20  -  MT. PLEASANT 
Grace is looking for several people to be delegates to this year's North/West Lower 
Michigan Synod Assembly. This is a significant Synod Assembly with the election of a 
Bishop for the next 6-year term, as well as the usual Synod Assembly business. To learn 
more about the Synod and the ELCA, become a delegate. Assembly begins Sunday 
evening and should be over to make it home on Tuesday evening. For more information, 
see Pastor Tom. 
 
GRACE LUTHERAN SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS NOW AVAILABLE 
Scholarship Applications are now available in the church office. Please email or call  
the office to request an application: officemanager@gracelutheran-alpena.org or   
989-354-2640. Deadline to apply is April 15th.   
 
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL ON THE FOLLOWING DAYS 
April 13 - Palm Sunday and April 20 - Easter Sunday 
 
CHRIST IN OUR HOME DEVOTIONALS 
New devotionals for April-June have arrived.  Pick up your copy on the table in the 
Office Lobby. 
 
 

mailto:officemanager@gracelutheran-alpena.org
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LIVING LUTHERAN MAGAZINE 
Copies of the new Living Lutheran magazine have arrived and are located on the table 
in the Office Lobby. 
 
QUILTS SHIPPED 
This month the quilters shipped 42 large and 24 small quilts to Orphan Grain Train.  
 
2024 GIVING STATEMENTS AVAILABLE BY REQUEST 
Statements are now available.  Please call or email the office if you would like yours 
mailed or emailed to you. 
 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP LIVESTREAMED AND RECORDED 
Our Sunday worship service is livestreamed, shown on the internet, as it is happening 
and recorded for viewing online later. People in the sanctuary attending the Sunday 
service may be seen as part of the livestream and recording. 
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GENERAL FUND GIVING FOR FEBRUARY 2025 
 

Average needed in February (4 weeks) to meet budget $ 19,416.00 
Monthly Giving - February 18,790.51 

 

We received:   
 93 envelopes, 53 Simply Giving recurring payments, 

10 Give+ payments made from our website and 5 Thrivent Choice Donations 
 

Grace 150th Fund Balance as of February 28, 2025 $ 6,935.43 



20 

HAPPENING THIS WEEK! 
   
 Sunday – 6th 

   8:50 am Choir Practice 
   9:00 am Sunday School 
   9:30 am Worship 
   11:00 am Adult Ed - Lounge 
    

Monday - 7th 
   9am-noon Church Office Open 
 6:00 pm ROC - Lounge 

        

Tuesday - 8th 
   8am-noon Church Office Open 
   9:00 am Quilting/Sewing 
   11:00 am Pastors Text Study - Lounge 
   6:15 pm Friends of Animal Control -  
     Fellowship Hall 
  
Wednesday - 9th 
   8am-noon Church Office Open 
   5:30 pm Bell Choir 
   6:30 pm Mid-Week Lenten Soup 
     Supper & Prayer Service 
     at Grace 
  
Thursday - 10th 
   8am-noon Church Office Open 
        

Friday - 11th 
   8am-noon Church Office Open 
 

Saturday - 12th 
   5:00 pm Worship  

SERVING APRIL 5/6 
Ministers ........................................... God’s People 
Pastor...............................................Rev. Tom Orth 
Music Director ...................................... Claire Witt 
Recorded Accompaniment ..... ..Kat Tomaszewski 
Comm. Asst. .................... Joe Gentry, Dale Schultz 
Lector .............................................. Audrey Garant 
Ushers ............ Gary & Kay Grove, Rick Engstrom; 
                         Cindy Domrase (Saturday) 
Greeters  ............... Wayne & Chris Christopherson 
Altar Guild ....................  Nancy Platt, Vicki Cripps 
Livestream Team ..... Dawn Anderson, Jan Charter,   
                                   Don LaBarre, Alex Struble 
Counters ................................... Gary & Kay Grove 
Coffee Hour ............... .Anne Gentry, Brandi Stone 

 
 

SERVING APRIL 12/13 
Ministers ........................................... God’s People 
Pastor...............................................Rev. Tom Orth 
Music Director ...................................... Claire Witt 
Recorded Accompaniment ..... ..Kat Tomaszewski 
Comm. Asst. .................... Joe Gentry, Dale Schultz 
Lector ................................................ Sandy Welch 
Ushers ............ Gary & Kay Grove, Rick Engstrom; 
                         Cindy Domrase (Saturday) 
Greeters  ............... Mary Rowader, Cindy Domrase 
Altar Guild ....................  Nancy Platt, Vicki Cripps 
Livestream Team ..... Dawn Anderson, Jan Charter,   
                                   Don LaBarre, Alex Struble 
Counters ................................... Gary & Kay Grove 
Coffee Hour ................. .Rick & Sharon  Engstrom 

 

View our services 
on YouTube 

 

 

Large print worship folders & hearing 
assistance devices are available from ushers 

GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
119 W. Dunbar St., Alpena, MI  49707 

Phone:  Office  989-354-2640 
Web Site:  www.gracelutheran-alpena.org      

Give online at www.gracelutheran-alpena.org 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Thomas W. Orth 
Pastor’s Home   989-356-8729        Pastor’s Cell  Phone   989-916-8759 

E-mail:   
pastor@gracelutheran-alpena.org 

officemanager@gracelutheran-alpena.org 
 

 Find us on Facebook at ww.facebook.com/gracelutheranalpena 


