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GATHERING 
 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE       

 

(the assembly stands as they are comfortable) 

(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.) 
 

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
C: Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
 

P: Salvation belongs to our god who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

P: Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us 
beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle 
rain, roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you. 

C: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 

P: Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. We 
give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for 
joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed are you. 

C: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 

P: Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down 
barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you. 

C: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 

P: Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new 
creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and 
forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN       “You  Are Holy (sung twice) R525 

Grace Lutheran Church 
 

Grace Lutheran’s Purpose Statement 
 

“We share God’s love by welcoming all and 
making a Christ-like difference in our community and world.” 
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GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 
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KYRIE 
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 HYMN OF PRAISE 
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P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your 
right hand. Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that all 
the world may be drawn into your bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Acts 1:6-14 

Today’s reading is part of the introduction to the narrative of the outpouring of the 
Spirit on Pentecost. These verses tell of the risen Lord’s conversation with his 
disciples on the eve of his ascension, in which he promises that they will receive the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

6 When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this the time 
when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know 
the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9 
When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him 
out of their sight. 10 While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, 
suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why 
do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from 
you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 12 Then 
they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a 
Sabbath day’s journey away. 13 When they had entered the city, they went to the 
room upstairs where they were staying: Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, 
Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon 
the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 All these were constantly devoting themselves 
to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well 
as his brothers. 
 

L: The word of the Lord.  
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 68:1-10, 32-25 
Sing to God, who rides upon the clouds. (Ps. 68:4) 
 

1 Let God arise, and let God’s enemies be scattered; 
  let those who hate God flee. 
 

2 As smoke is driven away, so you should drive them away; 
  as the wax melts before the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of  
       God. 
 

3 But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; 
  let them also be merry and joyful. 
 

4 Sing to God, sing praises to God’s name; exalt the one who rides the clouds; 
  I Am is that name, rejoice before God!  
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5 In your holy habitation, O God, 
  you are a father to orphans, defender of widows; 
 

6 you give the solitary a home and bring forth prisoners  into freedom; 
  but the rebels shall live in desert places. 
 

7 O God, when you went forth before your people, 
  when you marched through the wilderness, 
 

8 the earth quaked, and the skies poured down rain, at the presence of God, the  
 God of Sinai, 
  at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 
 

9 You sent a bountiful rain, O God; 
  you restored your inheritance when it languished. 
 

10 Your people found their home in it; 
  in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor.  
 

32 Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; 
  sing praises to the Lord. 
 

33 You ride in the heavens, O God, in the ancient heavens; 
  you send forth your voice, your mighty voice. 
 

34 Ascribe power to God, 
  whose majesty is over Israel; whose strength is in the skies. 
 

35 How wonderful you are in your holy places, O  God of Israel, 
  giving strength and power to your people! Blessed be God!  

 

1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
Our faith in Christ does not make us immune from the scorn of others. Nevertheless, 
we are to resist the designs of evil when we experience disparagement from others 
because we trust God’s grace will strengthen and guide us. 
 

12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to 
test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as 
you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy 
when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are 
blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. 5:6 
Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt 
you in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 8 Discipline 
yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, 
looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that 
your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 
10 And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called 
you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and 
establish you. 11 To him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 
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L: The word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

(The assembly stands as they are comfortable for the Gospel) 
 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

P: The Holy Gospel according to John.  
C:  Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

John 17:1-11 
On the night before his crucifixion, Jesus prays to his heavenly Father, asking that 
those who continue his work in this world will live in unity. 
 

1 After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples,] he looked up to heaven and 
said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2 
since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom 
you have given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth by finishing 
the work that you gave me to do. 5 So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence 
with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. 6 “I have made 
your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, 
and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know that 
everything you have given me is from you, 8 for the words that you gave to me I 
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have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from 
you, and they have believed that you sent me. 9 I am asking on their behalf; I am not 
asking on behalf of the world but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because 
they are yours. 10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I have been glorified 
in them. 11 And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am 
coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so 
that they may be one, as we are one.” 
 

P: The Gospel of Our Lord.        
C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

HOMILY 
 

(The assembly stands as they are able) 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY        “Bind Us Together” WOV748 

 
Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from CCLI 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
  He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again; 
  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 
 

 (Response after each petition) 

 
 

P: God of grace,  
C: receive our prayer. 
 

OFFERING   
 

OFFERTORY  (the assembly stands as they are comfortable and sings as the gifts are brought 
forward) 

Words: M F C Wilson. Text copyright 1988, Lorenz Publishing, All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
OneLicense.net #A-708789 
 

P: Let us pray...Merciful God, 
accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a table 
before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. 
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may 
follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
P:  O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you through life with the words of 

your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the 
end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father in heaven hallowed be your name, 
   your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and 
 deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
   now and forever.  Amen. 

 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING 
 

P: God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the 
dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, + bless us now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN            “Thine the Amen”                                                           R826 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

P: Go in peace.  Praise the Lord.  Alleluia!    
C:  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POSTLUDE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT GRACE LUTHERAN 
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  

We are glad to have you here worshiping with us.  For visitors, we would be glad to tell 
you more about Grace Lutheran and how we share God's love. Please leave the best way 
to contact you on the visitor sheets in the Sanctuary Narthex or the Office Lobby or use 
the bulletin and give it to an usher.  
 

THANK YOU 
Thank you to Rev. Dr. Dan Maxwell for leading worship and preaching while Pastor 
Tom is at Synod Assembly and on vacation this week. Rev. Maxwell is a deacon in the 
Episcopal church ordained to Word and Service. Thus communion will not be 
celebrated while Pastor Tom is gone.  
 

COFFEE HOUR AFTER SUNDAY WORSHIP  
Join us for a time of fellowship with coffee/tea/juice and treats 

in the Fellowship Hall off the Office Lobby after our Sunday worship.  
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
In Honor of Sam’s Birthday 

Given by Janet Bettega 
 

PRAYER PARTNERS 
From the LARCC (Lutheran, Anglican, Roman Catholic and Congregational UCC) 
parishes of Alpena, this weekend we pray for Samaritas/Grace Lutheran Church. Our 
Synod Prayer Partner for this week: Our Savior Lutheran/Saginaw, Supply Pastors; and 
Bishop Julie Schneider-Thomas and Synod Staff.  
 
PRAYER LETTERS 
Please sign the prayer letter(s) each week that we send out telling other churches and 
ministries they have been included in our prayers. Fill the page with our names. The 
letter(s) are on the podium by the table in the Office Lobby.  
 
IN OUR PRAYERS  
Rich McTaggart, Myra Cross, Larry Garant, Patti Tucker, Bonnie Cross, Darlene Freel, 
Hope Kamyszek, Bill Whitscell, Sandy Malaski, Janet Chroninger, Elfie Jahnke, 
Marlene Jobson, Meredith Smith, Robert Larsen, Elaine Hatch, Scott Lancaster, Emma 
Nelson, Michele Amelotte, Jim Malaski -- Alexi Charter, Cory Golder, Tamyra 
Rychlinski, Tom Watson, Amy, Chuck, Ho-Ok Nam Lin (Pastor Seok Nam Lin’s 
mother), Maria Shelton, Paul Kroll, Jim Marquardt, Aggie Jakubiak, Jerry McConnell, 
Lisa Creger, Lynsie, Becky & Dante, Willow & Tato, Lyle Beck, Candy & Tom 
Laughlin, Margaret Kamyszek, Michelle, Joan Vanover, Paige Lancewicz, Mychele 
Allmacher, Daphne Flack, Linda, Kaye Harry, Sandra Beck, Laura Fettes (Don Cross’ 
granddaughter), Donna Kendziorski, Jeff Kendziorski, Herb Schiller, Jimmy Lappan, 
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Donna Hatch, Jordyn, Maggie, and Joseph Hansen. Military: Will Stafford (Rich & 
Sherie McTaggart’s grandson), Amelia Berles, US Air Force Pilot Training, and 
Michael Herrmann, US Air Force.  We also remember the family of Dorothy Hansen, 
who passed away on May 13th. 
 

Our prayer list is redone each month. If you, or a family member, would like to continue on the prayer 
list, please call the office (354-2640).  
 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC TREAT AT GRACE WORSHIP SERVICE - MAY 16 
Thank you to Dr. Joseph Martin for enriching our Saturday evening service through his 
beautiful gift of music. 
 
RUTH CIRCLE - MAY 27 AT 11 AM (Please note change in date) 
The Ruth Circle will meet at 11 a.m. (please note the change in time) beginning 
Wednesday, May 27 in the Lounge.  The May 27 Bible study will be from the April 
edition of Gather magazine. All women of the church are welcome.  Please join us! 
 
SPRING CLEAN UP DAY - MAY 23 | 9 AM - NOON 
The Property Work Group is organizing a spring clean-up, with projects both indoors 
and outdoors. We’d love your help! A sign-up sheet is located in the Office Lobby.  
Please bring rakes, gloves, or any other tools you have on hand. Coffee and donuts will 
be provided. Many hands make light work. We hope to see you there! 

LITTLE FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION - MAY 30 & 31 
On May 30 & 31, we will be collecting donations for the Little Food Pantry. Items 
especially needed include small boxes of cereal, oatmeal packets, peanut butter, jam, 
loaves of bread, fresh garden vegetables and personal hygiene items. Toilet paper is also 
always appreciated. Thank you for your generous contributions, which help Grace 
continue this important ministry of providing for those in need. We are also grateful to 
the dedicated team of volunteers who stock the pantry each week. If you are interested 
in joining this effort, please speak with Mary Lappan. 

BAPTISM ANNIVERSARIES CELEBRATION - MAY 31 
We asked our members, “What does baptism mean to you”? Here are some of the 
responses…“Renewal & Rebirth in Jesus,” “That I am a child of God,” “That I have 
accepted Jesus as my Lord and Savior.” Baptism is not just a sign; it is a means of 
grace — a moment when God washed away your sins, marked you with the sign of the 
cross, and called you a child of God. Reminding yourself of this day renews your 
awareness of God’s saving work in you, especially in times of doubt or hardship. Martin 
Luther famously said, “When you wash your face, remember your baptism”, because it 
was a source of comfort and assurance of God’s love. We invite you to join us, as we 
celebrate all “May” Baptism Anniversaries, Sunday, May 31st, immediately after 
Sunday service.   
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ELECTRONIC RECYCLING - SATURDAY JUNE 6    
If anyone is going the Electronic Recycling Day on Saturday June 6 at Northern Lights 
Arena, Grace has a box of electronic and other things to recycle and would welcome 
someone taking them. See Pastor Tom. See flyer on bulletin board in entryway for more 
info. 
 
PUTT-PUTT GOLF FUN DAY! - JUNE 14 
Join us on Sunday, June 14th, from 12p ~ 2p at Lee’s Miniature Golf Course in Alpena 
for a miniature golf outing. This is a fun activity for all ages, so recruit the kiddos and 
form your team. We will be enjoying lunch first and then complete 18 holes of golf on 
Michigan’s oldest, continuously running, mini-golf course. There will be prizes & 
refreshments, and you are encouraged to wear your brightest “golf” attire for some fun 
photo ops! The fee for this event is only $10 per person. Sign up in the church lobby or 
call the church office at 989-354-2640. Please watch for alternate rain date 
announcements.   
 
GRADUATING? 
Please let us know by May 26 
If you, or someone you know, is graduating please let the church office know.  We 
would like to include your information in an upcoming bulletin.  Graduates, please also 
let us know if you will be attending our Sunday service on Graduation Sunday, June 7. 
 
JEANNE AND PAM MEMORIAL DINNER 
Thank  you to all who put together the dinner and helped make it happen. And all those 
who attended, 70 some. It was great to be remembering two who spent so much time in 
the kitchen and supporting the Little Food Pantry with $1,087 in donations. 
 
FUNERAL SUPPORT TEAM 
With the way funerals are changing, there is a need to support the service and thus the 
family beyond the Fellowship Luncheon. It is a ministry of getting the sanctuary ready 
and making the space hospitable for visitation. Interested, contact Pastor Tom or the 
Office. Thanks. 
 
SUNDAY WORSHIP LIVESTREAMED AND RECORDED 
Our Sunday worship service is livestreamed, shown on the internet, as it is happening 
and recorded for viewing online later. People in the sanctuary attending the Sunday 
service may be seen as part of the livestream and recording.  
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HAPPENING THIS WEEK! 

 
 
 

  Sunday – 17th  
   9:00 am   Sunday School 
   9:30 am   Worship 
    

Monday - 18th 
   8am-noon   Church Office Open 
   8am-2pm   Kitchen Reserved 
     

Tuesday - 19th 
   8am-noon   Church Office Open
 9:00 am   Sewing/Quilting 

   11:00 am   Pastor’s Text Study 
   6:00 pm   Church Council 
  
Wednesday - 20th 
   8am-noon   Church Office Open 
        

Thursday - 21st 
   8am-noon   Church Office Open 
   8am-2pm   Kitchen Reserved 
   1:30 pm   Connect (ReBoot) Team 
       Meeting 
  
Friday - 22nd 
   8am-noon   Church Office Open 
   8am-2pm   Kitchen Reserved 
  
Saturday - 23rd 
   5:00 pm    Worship  

    

 

SERVING MAY 16/17 
Ministers ........................................... God’s People 
Pastor .................................... Rev. Daniel Maxwell 
Music Director ...................................... Claire Witt 
Organist ................................... ..Kat Tomaszewski 
Comm. Asst. ............ Audrey Garant, Wayne Lewis 
Lector ................................................... Nancy Platt 
Ushers ........... Bruno Hirzel, Mike & Tracey Urlaub 

Greeters ................... Dawn Anderson, Pat Schultz, 
                                    Bruno Hirzel 
Altar Guild ....................  Nancy Platt, Vicki Cripps 
Livestream Team .... Dawn Anderson, Jan Charter,   
                                   Don LaBarre, Alex Struble 
Counters ............... Wayne & Chris Christopherson, 
                                Darlene Freel 
Coffee Hour ........................... .Joe & Dawn Gentry 

 
 
 
 

SERVING MAY 23/24 
Ministers ........................................... God’s People 
Pastor .............................................. Rev. Tom Orth 
Music Director ...................................... Claire Witt 
Organist ................................... ..Kat Tomaszewski 
Comm. Asst. ............ Audrey Garant, Wayne Lewis 
Lector ................................................. Janet Bettega 
Ushers ........... Bruno Hirzel, Mike & Tracey Urlaub 

Greeters .......................... Rick & Sharon Engstrom 
Altar Guild ....................  Nancy Platt, Vicki Cripps 
Livestream Team .... Dawn Anderson, Jan Charter,   
                                   Don LaBarre, Alex Struble 
Counters ............... Wayne & Chris Christopherson, 
                                Darlene Freel 
Coffee Hour ................... .Rick & Sharon Engstrom 

 

GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
119 W. Dunbar St., Alpena, MI  49707 

Phone:  Office  989-354-2640 
Web Site:  www.gracelutheran-alpena.org      

Give online at www.gracelutheran-alpena.org 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Thomas W. Orth 
Pastor’s Home   989-356-8729        Pastor’s Cell  Phone   989-916-8759 

E-mail:   
pastor@gracelutheran-alpena.org 

officemanager@gracelutheran-alpena.org 
 

 Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/gracelutheranalpena 

 

View our services 
on YouTube 

 

 

Large print worship folders & hearing 
assistance devices are available from ushers 


