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Worship Folder 

Twenty-Third Sunday 
after Pentecost 



Grace Lutheran Church 
November 7-8, 2020 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

Grace Lutheran’s Purpose Statement 
 

“We share God’s love by welcoming all and 
making a Christ-like difference in our community and world.” 

GATHERING 
 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

WELCOME  

 

PRELUDE 
 

(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.) 
 

(the assembly stands as you are able) 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us  and  
 all of creation. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: Faithful God, 
C: have mercy on us.  We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass 
judgment on one another before examining ourselves. We place our own needs 
before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. Make 
us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

P: God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and  
resurrection, Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Our 
sins are forgiven in the name of + Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in 
freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world.   

C: Amen. 
 

(the assembly may be seated) 



GATHERING HYMN   “Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending” 
                                                                 Music: Thomas Olivers. This selection is in the public domain. 
 
 

(the assembly stands as you are able) 
 

 

GREETING 

P: The steadfast love of God, the life of Jesus Christ, and the growth of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.  

C: And also with you.  
 

KYRIE  

P: Lord have mercy  
C: Christ have mercy  

P: Lord have mercy 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY Unison 
O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words 
of your Son. Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

(the assembly may be seated) 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Amos 5:18-24 

In the days of Amos, people thought that the day of the LORD would be a time of 
great victory, but Amos announced that it would be a day of darkness, not light. He 
said liturgy is no substitute for obedience. The LORD demands justice and 
righteousness in the community. 

  
18Alas for you who desire the day of the Lord! Why do you want the day of the 
Lord? It is darkness, not light; 19as if someone fled from a lion, and was met by a 
bear; or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall, and was bitten by a 
snake. 20Is not the day of the Lord darkness, not light, and gloom with no brightness 
in it? 21I hate, I despise your festivals, and I take no delight in your solemn 
assemblies. 22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings,   
I will not accept them; and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals I will 
not look upon. 23Take away from me the noise of your songs; I will not listen to the 
melody of your harps. 24But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like 
an ever-flowing stream. 
 

L: Word of God, word of life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 



Psalm 70 
  

You are my helper and my deliverer; O Lord, do not tarry. (Ps. 70:5) 
  

1Be pleased, O God, to deliver me; 
  O Lord, make haste to help me. 
 

2Let those who seek my life be put to shame and confounded; 
  let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and be disgraced.  
 

3Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat over me 
  turn back because of their shame. 
 

4Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; 
  let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great is the Lord!” 
 

5But as for me, I am poor and needy; come to me quickly, O God. 
  You are my helper and my deliverer; O Lord, do not tarry.  

 

2 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
 

Some of the Thessalonians are worried that dead Christians will be excluded from the 
resurrection to eternal life when Christ comes again. Paul reassures them with the 
word of hope that all Christians, living or dead, will be raised into everlasting life 
with Christ. 
 

13We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have 
died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14For since we 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him 
those who have died. 15For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we 
who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede 
those who have died. 16For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the 
archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and 
the dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught 
up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with 
the Lord forever. 18Therefore encourage one another with these words. 

 

L:  Word of God, word of life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

(the assembly stands as you are able) 
 

Alleluia. Keep awake and be ready, for you do not know on what day your  
Lord is coming. Alleluia. 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 



Matthew 25:1-13 
:- 

Jesus tells a parable about his own second coming, emphasizing the need for 
readiness at all times. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten 
bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were 
foolish, and five were wise. 3When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil 
with them; 4but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was 
delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there was a shout, 
‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all those bridesmaids 
got up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your 
oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough 
for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 
10And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready 
went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 11Later the other 
bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But he replied, ‘Truly I tell 
you, I do not know you.’ 13Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor 
the hour.” 

 

P:  The Gospel of Our Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

 

(the assembly may be seated) 

 

HOMILY 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY     “All Who Love and Serve Our City”  
                       Music: Paul D. Weber © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.   

                       Performed with permission under OneLicense #A-708784. All rights reserved.  
 
 

(the assembly stands as you are able) 
 

 

APOSTLE'S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, 

   who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

   suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 

   He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again; 

   He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

   the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

   the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

 



INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 
 (Response after each petition) 

P: Let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 
 

(the assembly may be seated) 
 

OFFERTORY MUSIC   

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
(the assembly stands, as you are able, as the gifts are brought forward)  

 

P: Let us pray...Blessed are you, O God, 
C: maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. 

Prepare us for your earthly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, 
and send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world, through the 
bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

MEAL 
 

God feeds us with the presence of Christ. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise…(concluding)…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:                                          

 

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna.  Hosanna.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER/WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

...we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

C: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 
 

...in your church without end.   
 

C: Amen. 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, 
   forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

(All who desire to receive Christ’s presence are invited to participate in the Eucharist) 
 

C: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
(the assembly may be seated) 
 

REFLECTION MUSIC 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
(the assembly stands, as you are able) 
 

P: Let us pray...We give you thanks, gracious God, 
C: that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare, the body and blood 

of Christ. Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, into your beloved 
vineyard to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided by the 
example of the same Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING 

P: Mothering God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way 

of truth and life. 

C: Amen. 
 

(the assembly may be seated) 
 

SENDING HYMN    “Drawn to the Light”   Music: John C. Ylvisaker 
           © 1990 John Ylvisaker.  Performed with permission under OneLicense #A-708784. All rights reserved.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

(the assembly stands, as you are able) 
 

DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace.  Remember the poor. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 



PRAYERS 

Darlene Freel, Gerald Lancaster, Charlotte Werth, Hannelore Duenkel & Family 
(Charlotte Werth’s niece), Dorothy Hansen, Alecia Lewis, Don, Verna & Tammy Furze, 
Larry Nelson, Vicki Piontkowski, Michele Amelotte, Bethany Popour, Joanne Nicholls, 
Gordon Hansen, Deb Nitchman’s Family, Kay Zinsli, Diane Prevost, Harold Kissau, 
Jim Malaski, Emma Nelson, Bishop Craig Satterlee and Synod staff, Donna Hatch, 
Jordyn, Maggie, Deborah McClure, Ann McMullen, Genie Diamond, Ann, Eric Steinke, 
Laura Bleau, Hazel Werblow, Sharon Anderson, Laura Hyatt (Kristin Rich’s partner), 
Becky, Jodi Kennedy Dinnan, Stephanie Bradford, Charlotte Barnard, Jamie Shipman, 
Barb Agius, Betty Kelly, Maria Shelton, Emily Cross, Liz, Lucas David, David Delano 
(David’s Dad), Edna Delano, Joseph Hansen, Scott Coddington, and Cody Gustin.   

 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
Prayer concerns received by the church office by Tuesday each week will be included in 
the coming weekends bulletin. Please do have the person's permission for inclusion and 
realize it is published online, so more than our congregation will know about it. 
 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
Given to the glory of God. 
 
 

CHILDREN'S SUNDAY SCHOOL HAS RESTARTED IN-PERSON 
The children are meeting at 9 a.m. on Sunday mornings. The appropriate social 
distancing, safety and cleaning procedures are being followed to make the SS as safe as 
we can.  
 
IN OUR PRAYERS 
In observance of our covenant with the LARCC (Lutheran, Anglican, Roman Catholic 
and Congregational UCC) parishes of Alpena, we pray each week for a specific ministry 
of one of the 5 LARCC parishes.  This weekend we pray for the Loving Care Members 
at Grace Lutheran Church.  We also pray for this week’s Synod Prayer Partners:  St. 
Peter Lutheran Church/Unionville, Rev. William Huether and the Northwestern 
Minnesota Synod/MN, Bishop Bill Tesch. 
 
 

WHEN PLACING FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR FOR WORSHIP 
Please remember to either fill out an Altar Flowers Form (found on the table in the 
Office Narthex) or call (989.354.2640) or email the church office  
(officemanager@gracelutheran-alpena.org) with the information you would like listed in 
the bulletin.  Thanks! 
 

NO YULEFEST BAKE SALE THIS YEAR 
The Ruth Circle will not be holding a Yulefest Bake Sale this year.  We thank everyone 
for your help and support in past years and look forward to holding a bake sale next 
year! 



SOCIAL - PHYSICAL DISTANCING IN WORSHIP SERVICES - 
A REMINDER 
The social - physical distancing set up in the sanctuary is for people to be in the center 
of the center pews and along the wall in the side pews. That spaces you about 6 feet 
from other family units/pods. Sitting with your back against the tape in the pews allows 
people to pass up and down the aisles and be about 6 feet from anyone in a pew. As 
you leave the sanctuary, please allow the people in front of you to move out first and 
follow them with the appropriate distance between you.  
If you want to have a conversation with someone please use the Fellowship Hall or 
outside so that others may leave the Office Lobby and the building with space that 
allows them to be comfortable. Thank you for observing these guidelines and caring 
for others with your actions. As we continue to endure this pandemic and try to stay 
safe, I know we want everyone to be as comfortable and safe as possible in worship. 
THANK YOU. PASTOR TOM. 
 
 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
Sunday, November 8, Following Worship 
This will be a congregational meeting to receive the annual reports that is normally done 
in the spring at an annual meeting, along with the usual fall activities of adopting a 
budget and electing officers. We are planning for a combined in-person and online 
meeting. The annual report will be emailed to everyone along with the connection 
information for the Zoom. IF YOU ARE PLANNING ON ATTENDING, EITHER IN
-PERSON OR ONLINE, PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. At this point a phone 
call would be preferred. This helps our planning for the meeting.  
 
 

LITTLE FOOD PANTRY 
We are very grateful for the all the food donations that have been given to the Little 
Food Pantry. Many times we don't know the donor but sure want you to know that it is 
being used!  We have volunteers fill each pantry many times during the week and food 
is gone very quickly.  THANK YOU for those donations. If you would like to donate 
food here is what we are in need of:  baby foods which are individual, pasta and rice 
sides, juice boxes, tuna packets, small containers of quick and easy meals, or breakfast 
packets. Fresh things from a garden go quickly too.  We have no refrigeration. 
 
COLLECTING MITTENS, GLOVES AND HATS 
Collecting mittens, gloves and hats for youth this winter.  If you would like to donate 
please put items in the little gray house inside the doors  of the church and we will 
distribute them in November to infants, toddlers and young school age children.  Thank 
you for the wonderful donations of children's hats and gloves during this past month of 
October.  We even received a couple of adult hooded jackets.  The jackets went to the 
Salvation Army's coat give away and the  hats and gloves will be given to The Baby 
Pantry/Children's Closet.   



GRACE FAMILY THANKSGIVING TAKE OUT DINNER 2020 
Thursday, November 26, 2020 ~ Turkey & the Fixings 
Since we can’t be together in person for a Thanksgiving meal at the church, we will be 
in spirit.   
 

Take Out Only (delivery service available to those in need of this service  
                beginning at 3:15 p.m.) 
 

Orders can be placed now through Monday, November 16 with the church office  
at 354-2640. 
 Name 
 Phone 
 Take out or delivery (address required for deliveries) 
 Number of meals 
 

Pick-up times will be assigned at the time you order (beginning at 4:00 p.m.). 
 

Your dinners will be brought to your car at the Office Lobby entrance to the church.  
Please enter the drive from the east (toward 2nd Ave.) and exit the drive to the 
west (toward 3rd Ave.). 
 

In lieu of members donating food, monetary donations will be accepted help offset cost. 
 
 

QUILTS AND BLANKETS DONATED BY QUILTING/SEWING GROUP 
With Lutheran World Relief in Saginaw not being able to accept donations of quilts this 
year due to COVID, the Grace Lutheran Quilting/Sewing Group has donated 98 quilts 
and 17 fleece blankets to Orphan Grain Train-Michigan.  Items were delivered to our 
local drop off at Immanuel Lutheran Church to be driven down to the Orphan Grain 
Train center in Sebewaing, Michigan.  Orphan Grain Train distributes items to those in 
need in America and around the world.  More information on this organization may be 
found at www.ogt.org. 
 
 

DO YOU NEED A FACE MASK?  
Several church members have been making face masks and some are available for 
church members. Please call the office and let us know if you would like one. We will 
get one to you.  
 

 

RECYCLING UPDATE 

Our recycling list of items has changed.  Please recycle only the following:  empty 
writing instruments, glue sticks, toothbrush/toothpaste, food storage containers (plastic 
or glass), vitamin/mineral/supplement bottles, cough/cold/flu bottles, all Hasbro toys 
and games.  Anything other than these items I will have to dispose of.  Thank you for 
your cooperation and help.  -- Corinne Fraley 
 





GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH              119 W. Dunbar St., Alpena, MI  49707 
Church Office Hours:  Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Phone:  Office  354-2640           Pastor’s Home   356-8729        Pastor’s Cell  Phone   916-8759 
Pastor:  Rev. Thomas W. Orth     ~     Web Site:  www.gracelutheran-alpena.org      

E-mail:  pastor@gracelutheran-alpena.org                                      officemanager@gracelutheran-alpena.org 
                          
                         Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/gracelutheranalpena 

GENERAL FUND GIVING 
 

 Average needed each week to meet budget  $ 4,415.00  
  

  

 Weekly giving - November 1 4,780.00 

 

We received:   
21 envelopes, 25 Simply Giving recurring payments and 

2 Give+ payment made from our website 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Change in hours this week 

The Church Office will only be open Tuesday and Wednesday next week (November 10 
& 11), from 8 a.m. - noon.   We ask that you please wear a mask when in the building.  
Please log in on the sheets as you enter the Office Lobby.  Please also log out as you 
exit the building, noting the areas of the building that you were in. 


