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GATHERING 
 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE    

     

(the assembly stands as they are comfortable)  

 

(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.) 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose compassion endures forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

P: Let us confess our sin to God. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

P: Compassionate God, 
C: we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free 

ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your 
burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 

 

P: Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and 
I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, our sins are 
forgiven. Rest in God’s love. 

C: Amen. 
 

 

GATHERING HYMN             “We Know That Christ Is Raised” R449 

Grace Lutheran Church 
 

Grace Lutheran’s Purpose Statement 
 

“We share God’s love by welcoming all and 
making a Christ-like difference in our community and world.” 
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GREETING 

 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

KYRIE   (Sing twice) 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to count 
the cost, to fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to 
labor and not to ask for reward, except that of knowing that we do your will, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

 
 
 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from CCLI #11295441/20816990. 
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 WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Jeremiah 20:7-13 

Jeremiah accuses God of forcing him into a ministry that brings him only contempt 
and persecution. Yet Jeremiah is confident that God will be a strong protector 
against his enemies and commits his life into God’s hands. 
 
7 O Lord, you have enticed me, and I was enticed; you have overpowered me, and 
you have prevailed. I have become a laughingstock all day long; everyone mocks 
me. 8 For whenever I speak, I must cry out; I must shout, “Violence and  
destruction!” For the word of the Lord has become for me a reproach and derision 
all day long. 9 If I say, “I will not mention him or speak any more in his name,”  
then within me there is something like a burning fire shut up in my bones; I am 
weary with holding it in, and I cannot. 10 For I hear many whispering: “Terror is all 
around! Denounce him! Let us denounce him!” All my close friends are watching 
for me to stumble. “Perhaps he can be enticed, and we can prevail against him and 
take our revenge on him.” 11 But the Lord is with me like a terrifying warrior;   
therefore my persecutors will stumble, and they will not prevail. They will be greatly 
shamed,  for they will not succeed.  Their eternal dishonor will never be forgotten.  
12 O Lord of hosts, you test the righteous; you see the heart and the mind; let me see 
your retribution upon them, for to you I have committed my cause. 13 Sing to the 
Lord; praise the Lord! For he has delivered the life of the needy  from the hands of 
evildoers.  

 

L: The word of the Lord.  
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 69:7-10 [11-15] 16-18 
Answer me, O Lord, for your love is kind. (Ps. 69:16) 
 
7 Surely, for your sake I have suffered reproach, 
  and shame has covered my face. 
 

8 I have become a stranger to my own kindred, 
  an alien to my mother’s children. 
 

9 Zeal for your house has eaten me up; 
  the scorn of those who scorn you has fallen upon me. 
 

10 I humbled myself with fasting, 
  but that was turned to my reproach.  
. 

[11 I put on sackcloth also, 
  and became a byword among them. 
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12 Those who sit at the gate murmur against me, 
  and the drunkards make songs about me. 
 

13 But as for me, this is my prayer to you, at the time you have set, O Lord: 
  “In your great mercy, O God, answer me with your unfailing help. 
 

14 Save me from the mire; do not let me sink; 
  let me be rescued from those who hate me and out of the deep waters.  
 

15 Let not the torrent of waters wash over me, neither let the deep swallow me up; 
  do not let the pit shut its mouth upon me.]   
 

16 Answer me, O Lord, for your love is kind; 
  in your great compassion, turn to me. 
 

17 Hide not your face from your servant; 
  be swift and answer me, for I am in distress. 
 

18 Draw near to me and redeem me; 
  because of my enemies deliver me.  

 

Romans 6:1b-11 
In baptism we were incorporated into the reality of Christ’s death and resurrection. 
We have been made new in Christ through his death and resurrection to live freed 
from sin. 
 

1b Should we continue in sin in order that grace may increase? 2 By no means! How 
can we who died to sin go on living in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us who were 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 Therefore we were buried 
with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by 
the glory of the Father, so we also might walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have 
been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a 
resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the 
body of sin might be destroyed, so we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For 
whoever has died is freed from sin. 8 But if we died with Christ, we believe that we 
will also live with him. 9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never 
die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10 The death he died, he died to 
sin once for all, but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11 So you also must consider 
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 

L:The word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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(The assembly stands as they are comfortable for the Gospel) 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Matthew 10:24-39 
Jesus warns his disciples that their ministry in his name will meet with opposition. However, he 

assures them that they need not fear for the truth will come to light. Life is found in 
Christ. 
 

[Jesus said to the twelve:] 24 “A disciple is not above the teacher nor a slave above 
the master; 25 it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher and the slave like the 
master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will 
they malign those of his household! 26 “So have no fear of them, for nothing is 
covered up that will not be uncovered and nothing secret that will not become 
known. 27 What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light, and what you hear 
whispered, proclaim from the housetops. 28 Do not fear those who kill the body but 
cannot kill the soul; rather, fear the one who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 
29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground 
apart from your Father. 30 And even the hairs of your head are all counted. 31 So do 
not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows. 32 “Everyone, therefore, 
who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before my Father in 
heaven, 33 but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in 
heaven. 34 “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not 
come to bring peace but a sword. 35 For I have come to set a man against his father,  
and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law,  
36 and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. 37 “Whoever loves father 
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or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter 
more than me is not worthy of me, 38 and whoever does not take up the cross and 
follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Those who find their life will lose it, and those 
who lose their life for my sake will find it.” 
 

P: The Gospel of Our Lord.        
C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

HOMILY 
 

(The assembly stands as they are comfortable) 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY        “How Firm a Foundation” R796 

This selection is in the public domain. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
  He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again; 
  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 
 

 (Response after each petition) 

 
 

P: God of grace,  
C: hear our prayer. 
 
 

OFFERING   
 

OFFERTORY  (the assembly stands as they are comfortable and sings as the gifts are brought 
forward) 
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P: Let us pray...Loving God, 
C: we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share 

freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in 
the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise…(concluding)…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:                                          

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER/WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

P: We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, whom you sent 
in this end of the ages to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will. . . .  

 

 Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church; gather into one all who share this 
bread and wine; fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, that we 
may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ; through whom all glory 
and honor are yours, almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both 
now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, 
   forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
(All who desire to receive Christ’s presence in bread and wine are welcome to participate in the Eucharist) 
 
 

P: Heaven has come near.  Come, share in the feast! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 
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COMMUNION HYMN       “Borning Cry”                           R732 
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(the assembly stands as they are comfortable) 

 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his  
 grace.  
C: Amen. 
 
 

P: Let us pray...Compassionate God, 
C: through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of 

your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love 
freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through 
the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 

 

 
 
 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 
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SENDING 
 

BLESSING 
 

P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, + one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and 
always. 

C: Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN            “Blest Are They”                                                             R728 
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Words & Music: David Haas © 1985 GIA Publications.  Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

P: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POSTLUDE 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT GRACE LUTHERAN 
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  

We are glad to have you here worshiping with us.  For visitors, we would be glad to tell 
you more about Grace Lutheran and how we share God's love. Please leave the best way 
to contact you on the visitor sheets in the Sanctuary Narthex or the Office Lobby or use 
the bulletin and give it to an usher.  
 

COFFEE HOUR AFTER SUNDAY WORSHIP  
Join us for a time of fellowship with coffee/tea/juice and treats 

in the Fellowship Hall off the Office Lobby after our Sunday worship.  
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
Celebrating Ryan’s 20th Birthday 

With Love Always 
Mom, Dad, Madi & Izzy 

 
PRAYER PARTNERS 
From the LARCC (Lutheran, Anglican, Roman Catholic and Congregational UCC) 
parishes of Alpena, this weekend we pray for the Foster Children/Foster Families at 
Grace Lutheran Church. Our Synod Prayer Partner for this week: New Life Lutheran/
Alcona County, Rev Dan Stoneback; and Bishop Julie Schneider-Thomas and Synod 
Staff.  
 
 

PRAYER LETTERS 
Please sign the prayer letter(s) each week that we send out telling other churches and 
ministries they have been included in our prayers. Fill the page with our names. The 
letter(s) are on the podium by the table in the Office Lobby.  
 
IN OUR PRAYERS  
Rich McTaggart, Myra Cross, Larry Garant, Patti Tucker, Bonnie Cross, Darlene Freel, 
Hope Kamyszek, Bill Whitscell, Sandy Malaski, Janet Chroninger, Elfie Jahnke, 
Marlene Jobson, Meredith Smith, Robert Larsen, Elaine Hatch, Scott Lancaster, Emma 
Nelson, Michele Amelotte, Jim Malaski -- Grace, Cheryl Gauthier, Alexi Charter, Cory 
Golder, Tamyra Rychlinski, Tom Watson, Ho-Ok Nam Lin (Pastor Seok Nam Lin’s 
mother), Maria Shelton, Paul Kroll, Jim Marquardt, Aggie Jakubiak, Jerry McConnell, 
Lynsie, Becky & Dante, Willow & Tato, Tyson, Lyle Beck, Candy & Tom Laughlin, 
Margaret Kamyszek, Michelle, Joan Vanover, Paige Lancewicz, Mychele Allmacher, 
Daphne Flack, Linda, Kaye Harry, Sandra Beck, Laura Fettes (Don Cross’ 
granddaughter), Donna Kendziorski, Jeff Kendziorski, Herb Schiller, Jimmy Lappan, 
Donna Hatch, Jordyn, Maggie, and Joseph Hansen. Military: Will Stafford (Rich & 
Sherie McTaggart’s grandson), Amelia Berles, US Air Force Pilot Training, and 
Michael Herrmann, US Air Force.  We also remember the family of Julian Romel (Tami 
Anschuetz’s father), who passed away June 12th. 
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PASTOR TOM’S RETIREMENT  
The date for Pastor Tom’s finishing of pastoral ministry at Grace Lutheran has been set 
for August 31 of this year. At May’s Council meeting Bishop Julie Schneider-Thomas 
of our North/West Lower Michigan Synod ELCA joined in via Zoom to inform the 
Council of the Call Process and the actions to begin taking now. She shared the support 
the Synod gives in the process and where they are involved. Council is beginning active 
work on the next steps and would welcome any questions from church members.  
 
ADULT CHRISTIAN ED - JUNE 21 
World Cup - Religion 
A worldwide event is going on with people from countries around the world avidly 
watching with some traveling great distances to North America and paying to be in-
person for the matches. How does soccer (football) unite across divisions that Christian 
faith cannot? What can we learn from the World Cup that we could apply to our faith? 
Join us as we talk about our faith and living it in the world in the Lounge at 11.  
 
RANDOM ACT OF GRACE - STARLITE CLEAN UP - JULY 2 AT 5:30 PM 
We're going down to the Park and Beach to clean up again, helping Alpena welcome 
our July 4th visitors. Join us for a good time and pizza. Will do some work and then 
have supper together. Sign up sheet in the Office Lobby. 
 
TIME & TALENT SURVEYS ARE NOW AVAILABLE 
OCTOBER 2026 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 2027 
How can you contribute to Grace's Ministry and Mission? Take a look at the list, 
printed copy in the Office Lobby or follow the online link in the emails to the form 
online. Even if you are continuing what you already do, please fill one out for the 
coming program year. Any questions, or IDEAS, talk to Pastor Tom. Thanks 
 
QUILTERS RUMMAGE SALE 
The Quilters Rummage Sale is coming soon...Friday & Saturday, August 28 & 29. 
Donations of items will be greatly appreciated.  Please no pieces of furniture or other 
large items. Also, please keep your items until close to the dates, so moving them from 
the basement to the Fellowship Hall is eliminated.  Thank you in advance! 
 
CONGRATULATIONS TOP FACEBOOK FANS 
Congratulations to everyone who accepted the Great Comment Facebook Challenge of 
Grace! The following individuals took this challenge very seriously and earned Top Fan 
and Rising Star recognition: Don Barnard, Chris Christopherson, Vicki Denstaedt, 
Dawn Gentry, Barbara Greene, Ruby Haske, Connie Stepanski, Cindy Suszek and 
Stephanie Suszek. In appreciation of your efforts, each of you will receive a $10 
Biggby card. Please see Donna Morgan , Pastor Tom or Peggy in the Church Office to 
claim your gift card. Great job, everyone, and thank you for your enthusiastic 
participation.  Let’s keep this momentum going by continuing to engage with, comment 
on, and share our church’s Facebook posts to keep our social media presence strong! 
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GENERAL FUND GIVING FOR MARCH 2026 

Average needed in March (5 weeks) to meet budget $ 24,065.00 
Monthly Giving - March 20,336.20 

We received:   
 131 envelopes, 67 Simply Giving recurring payments, 

6 Give+ payments made from our website and 4 Thrivent Choice donations. 
 
 

GENERAL FUND GIVING FOR APRIL 2026 

Average needed in April (4 weeks) to meet budget $ 19,252.00 
Monthly Giving - April 18,997.58 

We received:   
 111 envelopes, 68 Simply Giving recurring payments, 

and 7 Give+ payments made from our website. 

ORGAN DEDICATION CONCERT 
ST MATTHEW LUTHERAN CHURCH ~ JUNE 28 ~ 1 PM 
Featuring Steinway Artist Pierre Fracalanza 
Pierre Fracalanza will join us at St. Matthew Lutheran Church (7109 Wolf Creek Rd., 
Herron) on June 28 at 1:00 p.m. for a free concert showcasing our brand-new Rodgers 
organ. Pierre will provide an entertaining and dynamic performance featuring the 
artistry, versatility, and musical excellence that have made him a sought-after performer 
throughout his distinguished career. Public invited.  Free of charge. See Pierre’s full 
bio on St. Matthew’s Facebook page at facebook.com/stmatthewherron. 
 
TIM ZIMMERMAN AND THE KING’S BRASS ~ JUNE 25 ~ 7 PM 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH (167 W Ripley Blvd, Alpena) 
$5.00 at the door/Students free with a paid adult admission 
For more than 20 years The King’s Brass have performed over one hundred concerts 
each season with three trumpets, three trombones, a tuba, keyboards, and percussion.  
Playing a wide variety of music from Gabrieli to hymn classics, from Handel to jazz 
spirituals, from  Christmas carols to patriotic marches, The King’s brass uses all corners 
of the concert hall to lift hearts and spirits in praise. 
 
RESURRECTION LUTHERAN CHURCH PRESENTS ~ JUNE 26 ~ 7 PM 
TODD HERENDEEN IN CONCERT AT THE APLEX (701 Woodward Ave) 
Tickets $25 ~ Call Greg LaHaie (989) 657-0870 or Joyce Smigelski (989) 464-6349 
Todd will perform a tribute to the legends of rock and country music.  Silent auction and 
raffles.  Doors open at 5:30 p.m.  Fun for the entire family!  Check Todd out at 
toddherendeen.com 
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SUNDAY WORSHIP LIVESTREAMED AND RECORDED 
Our Sunday worship service is livestreamed, shown on the internet, as it is happening 
and recorded for viewing online later. People in the sanctuary attending the Sunday 
service may be seen as part of the livestream and recording.  
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HAPPENING THIS WEEK! 

 
 
 

  Sunday – 21st     
   9:30 am   Worship 
   11:00 pm   Adult CE - Lounge 
   12:00 pm   Kitchen Reserved 
 

 Monday - 22nd 
   CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
   8am-2pm   Kitchen Reserved 
     

Tuesday - 23rd 
   8am-noon   Church Office Open
 9:00 am   Sewing/Quilting 

   11:00 am   Pastor’s Text Study 
    

Wednesday - 24th 
   8am-noon   Church Office Open 
   11:00 am   Sunrise Conference 
       at Grace 
   6:00 pm   Council Extra Mtg. 
    

Thursday - 25th 
   8am-noon   Church Office Open 
   10:30 am   All Annual Mtg - Hall 
      

 Friday - 26th 
   8am-noon   Church Office Open 
   8am-2pm   Kitchen Reserved 
     

Saturday - 27th 
   5:00 pm    Worship  

    

 

SERVING JUNE 20/21 
Ministers ........................................... God’s People 
Pastor .............................................. Rev. Tom Orth 
Music Director ...................................... Claire Witt 
Organist ................................... ..Kat Tomaszewski 
Comm. Asst. ....... Sherie McTaggart, Jo Ann Smith 
Lector ........................................................ Pat Daly 
Ushers ................... Wayne & Chris Christopherson, 
                                Mary Rowader, June Daly 
Greeters .................................Joel & Cindy Suszek 
Altar Guild ...........  Kathy Piontkowski, Kelli Liske 
Livestream Team ...  Dawn Anderson, Jan Charter,   
                                    Don LaBarre, Alex Struble 
Counters ..................... Cheryl Lang, Cindy Suszek, 
                                      Stephanie Suszek 
Coffee Hour ............ .Pat Schultz, Dawn Anderson, 
                                    Darlene Freel 

 

 
SERVING JUNE 27/28 

Ministers ........................................... God’s People 
Pastor .............................................. Rev. Tom Orth 
Music Director ...................................... Claire Witt 
Organist ................................... ..Kat Tomaszewski 
Comm. Asst. ....... Sherie McTaggart, Jo Ann Smith 
Lector ..................................................... Joe Gentry 
Ushers ................... Wayne & Chris Christopherson, 
                                Mary Rowader, June Daly 
Greeters ................... Dawn Anderson, Pat Schultz, 
                                    Bruno Hirzel 
Altar Guild ...........  Kathy Piontkowski, Kelli Liske 
Livestream Team ...  Dawn Anderson, Jan Charter,   
                                   Don LaBarre, Alex Struble 
Counters ..................... Cheryl Lang, Cindy Suszek, 
                                      Stephanie Suszek 
Coffee Hour ........... .Wayne Lewis, Audrey Garant 

GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
119 W. Dunbar St., Alpena, MI  49707 

Phone:  Office  989-354-2640 
Web Site:  www.gracelutheran-alpena.org      

Give online at www.gracelutheran-alpena.org 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Thomas W. Orth 
Pastor’s Home   989-356-8729        Pastor’s Cell  Phone   989-916-8759 

E-mail:   
pastor@gracelutheran-alpena.org 

officemanager@gracelutheran-alpena.org 
 

 Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/gracelutheranalpena 

 

View our services 
on YouTube 

 

 

Large print worship folders & hearing 
assistance devices are available from ushers 


