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Grace Lutheran Church

Grace Lutheran’s Purpose Statement

“We share God’s love by welcoming all and
making a Christ-like difference in our community and world.”

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME
PRELUDE

(the assembly stands as they are comfortable)
(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.)

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose compassion endures forever.
C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P: Compassionate God,

C: we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free
ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your
burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray,
Amen.

P: Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and
I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, our sins are
forgiven. Rest in God’s love.

C: Amen.




GATHERING HYMN “Be Thou My Vision” R793
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I Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3 Rich-es 1 heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - ter vic - to - 1y won,
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naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
1 ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine in - her - 1 - tance, now and al -  ways:
may I reach heav - en’s joys, O  heav - en’s Sun!
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thou my best  thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and thou my high tow’r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first in  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak -ing or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav’'n-ward, O Powr of my pow’r.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou art.
still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.

Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 18601933, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931

Music: SLANE, Irish traditional

GREETING

This selection is in the public domain.

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.



KYRIE (Sing twice)
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Take, oh, take me as I am; sum-mon out what I shall be;
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set your seal up-on my  heart and live in me.

Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949

Music: TAKE ME AS I AM, John L. Bell
Text and music © 1995 Tona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com

800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission. Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784.

HYMN OF PRAISE
0_4
l{ f ; i ; { | 1
(40 r & ) =| I l' |
J | i v‘ O I i ot d\/ a[ .

Lord, I lift your name on high; Lord, I love to sing your prais - es.
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from the grave to the sky; Lord, I lift your name on high.

LORD, I LIFT YOUR NAME
PM

Text: Rick Founds, b. 1954
Music: Rick Founds

Text and music © 1989 Maranatha Praise, Inc., admin. Music Services

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from CCLI #11295441/20816990.
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P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of
the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us
strength to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.

SCRIPTURE READINGS

Jeremiah 15:15-21
Jeremiah’s delight in the word of the LORD is contradicted by the heaviness of God’s
hand upon him and God’s seeming unfaithfulness. God’s tough love to Jeremiah
says that if he repents, he will be allowed to continue in his strenuous ministry.
Jeremiah is strengthened by the simple words, “I am with you.”

50 Lorp, you know; remember me and visit me, and bring down retribution for me
on my persecutors. In your forbearance do not take me away; know that on your
account I suffer insult. '® Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words
became to me a joy and the delight of my heart, for I am called by your name,

O Lorp, God of hosts. '’ I did not sit in the company of merrymakers, nor did I
rejoice; under the weight of your hand I sat alone, for you had filled me with
indignation. '® Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing to be
healed? Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook, like waters that fail. ' Therefore
thus says the Lorp: If you turn back, I will take you back, and you shall stand before
me. If you utter what is precious and not what is worthless, you shall serve as my
mouth. It is they who will turn to you, not you who will turn to them. ** And I will
make you to this people a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight against you, but
they shall not prevail over you, for I am with you to save you and deliver you, says
the Lorp. 2' I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked and redeem you from
the grasp of the ruthless.

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



Psalm 26:1-8
Your love is before my eyes; I have walked faithfully with you. (Ps. 26:3)

! Give judgment for me, O Lorb, for I have lived with integrity;
I have trusted in the LORD and have not faltered.

> Test me, O LORD, and try me;
examine my heart and my mind.

3 For your steadfast love is before my eyes;
I have walked faithfully with you.

*1 have not sat with the worthless,
nor do I consort with the deceitful.

>T have hated the company of evildoers;
I will not sit down with the wicked.

51 will wash my hands in innocence, O LORD,
that I may go in procession round your altar,

7 singing aloud a song of thanksgiving
and recounting all your wonderful deeds.

® Lorp, I love the house in which you dwell
and the place where your glory abides.

Romans 12:9-21

Paul presents benchmarks for faithful relationships with Christians and non-
Christians. Love is the unflagging standard of our behavior. When we encounter
evil, we do not resort to its tactics but seek to overcome it with good. While
Christians cannot control the actions and attitudes of others, we seek to live at peace
with all people.

? Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; '° love one another
with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. '' Do not lag in zeal; be
ardent in sPirit; serve the Lord. '? Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction; persevere
in prayer. " Contribute to the needs of the saints; pursue hospitality to strangers.

' Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. '° Rejoice with those
who rejoice; weep with those who weep. '® Live in harmony with one another; do not
be arrogant, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. '’
Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of
all. "® If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. '* Beloved,
never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written,
“Vengeance is mine; I will repay, says the Lord.” ** Instead, “if your enemies are
hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink, for by doing
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this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” ! Do not be overcome by evil, but

overcome evil with good.

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
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(The assembly stands as they are comfortable for the Gospel)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.

Matthew 16:21-28
After Peter confesses that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God” (16:16),
Jesus reveals the ultimate purpose of his ministry. These words prove hard to
accept, even for a disciple whom Jesus has called a “rock.”

2! From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began
to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the
hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes and be killed and on the third day be
raised. ? And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it,
Lord! This must never happen to you.” > But he turned and said to Peter, “Get
behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me, for you are setting your mind not on
divine things but on human things.” ?* Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to
come after me, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. *°
For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my
sake will find it. *® For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but
forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? *” “For the Son of
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Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay
everyone for what has been done. ** Truly I tell you, there are some standing here
who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

P: The Gospel of Our Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.

HOMILY

(The assembly stands as they are comfortable)

HYMN OF THE DAY  “Take My Life, That I May Be” R685
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1 Take my life, that I may be con-se-crat-ed, Lord, to thee;
2 Take my hands and let them move at the im-pulse of thy Ilove;
3 Take my voice and let me sing al-ways,on - ly, for my King;
4 Take my sil - ver and my gold, not a mite would I  with - hold;
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take my mo-ments and my days; let them flow in cease-less praise.

take my feet and let them be

take my in - tel - lect, and use

5 Take my will and make it thine;
it shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart, it is thine own;
it shall be thy royal throne.

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt.

swift and beau - ti - ful for
take my lips and let them be filled with mes - sag - es from thee.
ev - ry pow’r as thou shalt choose.

6 Take my love; my Lord, I pour

at thy feet its treasure store;
take myself, and I will be
ever, only, all for thee.

Music: Parmos, William H. Havergal, 1793-1870  This selection is in the public domain.

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again;
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

thee.



I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS
(Response after each petition)

P: God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.

OFFERING
OFFERTORY (the assembly stands as they are comfortable and sings as the gifts are brought forward)
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Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954 P . . . . .
Music: EARTIH AND ALL STARS, Daid N.Johon, 19221987 Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784.
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Let us pray...Loving God,

: we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and
share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask
this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
: And also with you.

Qv

Lift up your hearts.
: We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.
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It is indeed our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give

thanks and praise...(concluding)...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Sing ho - san - na! Sing ho - san - na to our God!
Text: Per Harling, b. 1945
Music: DU AR HELIG, Pe_r Harling_ . . .
Textand muisic © 1990 Ton Vie Produktion A%, zdf;é“'c?:fﬂf Fortress in North Ametica.  Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER/WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P: God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, you have brought us this far along
the way. . .

. we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, . . .

Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen.
: Amen.
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, . . .

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen.
: Amen.

T OT IO T QF

: Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is
yours almighty Father now and forever
C: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

(All who desire to receive Christ’s presence in bread and wine are welcome to participate in the Eucharist)

P: Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!
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blood, my Je - sus Christ, the Lamb of God.
Text: Twila Paris, b. 1958
Music: Twila Paris
Text and music © 1985 Straightway Music/Mountain Spring Music
COMMUNION HYMN “Lead Me, Guide Me” R768
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Verses
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1. I am weak and I need  thy strength and pow’r to

2. Help me tread in the paths  of right - eous-ness, Be my

3.1 am lost if you take your hand from me, I am
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aid when Sa-tan and sin  op-press. I am put - ting
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dark-ness thy face to see, Lead me, oh Lord, lead me.
all my trust in thee. Lead me, oh Lord, lead me.
let me thy ser-vant be. Lead me, oh Lord, lead me.

Text: Doris M. Akers, b.1922
Tune: Doris M. Akers, b.1922, harm. by Richard Smallwood
© 1953, Doris M. Akers, All rights administered by Unichappell Music, Inc. Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784.

(the assembly stands as they are comfortable)

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
: Amen.

C

P: Let us pray...Compassionate God,

C: through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of
your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love
freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through
the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, + one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and
always.
C: Amen.
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SENDING HYMN “For the Beauty of the Earth” R879
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1 For the beau-ty
2 For the won-der of each hour of the day and of the night,
3 For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind’s de - light,
4 For the joy of hu-man love, broth-er, sis - ter, par - ent, child,
5 For each per-fect gift of thine, peace on earth and joy in heav’'n;
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this our sac -ri- fice of praise.
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Christ, our God, to thee we raise

Text: Folliott S. Pierpoint, 1835-1917, alt.

Music: DIX, Conrad Kocher, 1786-1872 This selection is in the public domain.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

P: Go in peace. Seek equality and justice for all.
C: Thanks be to God.

ol o) _— i >
W = i R H 5 i 3 3
66—
5 = O —— o g —
L 1 i f Z 'f & =
| Sz
A-men, A-men, A -~ - « men
y ,j‘ 2. & A aj | & ,g i
N o o
F Y. . 7 5.
v 13 7% 9 -2 . §
1y { { S % s o
i ; 1 i t i
POSTLUDE

14




WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT GRACE LUTHERAN
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
We are glad to have you here worshiping with us. For visitors, we would be glad to tell
you more about Grace Lutheran and how we share God's love. Please leave the best way
to contact you on the visitor sheets in the Sanctuary Narthex or the Office Lobby or use
the bulletin and give it to an usher.

COFFEE HOUR AFTER SUNDAY WORSHIP
Join us for a time of fellowship with coffee/tea/juice and treats
in the Fellowship Hall off the Office Lobby after our Sunday worship.

ALTAR FLOWERS
In Memory of Kimberly Moors
Given by Gerri Moors

PRAYER PARTNERS

From the LARCC (Lutheran, Anglican, Roman Catholic and Congregational UCC)
parishes of Alpena, this weekend we pray for the Ruth Circle at Grace Lutheran Church.
Our Synod Prayer Partner for this week: Zion Lutheran/Woodland, Rev. Ken Scheck;
and Bishop Julie Schneider-Thomas and Synod Staff.

PRAYER LETTERS

Please sign the prayer letter(s) each week that we send out telling other churches and
ministries they have been included in our prayers. Fill the page with our names. The
letter(s) are on the podium by the table in the Office Lobby.

IN OUR PRAYERS

Meredith Smith, Jon Crow, Larry Garant, Patti Tucker, Bonnie Cross, Darlene Freel,
Hope Kamyszek, Sandy Malaski, Janet Chroninger, Elfie Jahnke, Robert Larsen, Elaine
Hatch, Scott Lancaster, Emma Nelson, Michele Amelotte, Jim Malaski -- Kelly Hirzel,
Nicole Zbytowski, Dana Cruse-Malcomson, Cheryl Gauthier, Tamyra Rychlinski, Ho-
Ok Nam Lin (Pastor Seok Nam Lin’s mother), Maria Shelton, Lynsie, Becky & Dante,
Tyson, Georgia, Lyle Beck, Candy & Tom Laughlin, Joan Vanover, Mychele
Allmacher, Sandra Beck, Laura Fettes (Don Cross’ granddaughter), Donna Kendziorski,
Jeff Kendziorski, Jordyn, Maggie, and Joseph Hansen. Military: Will Stafford (Rich &
Sherie McTaggart’s grandson), Amelia Berles, US Air Force Pilot Training, and
Michael Herrmann, US Air Force.
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MUSIC AT GRACE

Choir and Bell Choir are starting up in September! If you are interested in either, please
sign up in the lobby or contact Claire by email: sclaire489@gmail.com. There will be a
music potluck on Wednesday, September 16th at 6:00pm to go over further
information and details. If you would like to bring a dish, you can sign up in the lobby
as well.

LITTLE FOOD PANTRY NEEDS
Fresh zucchini, tomatoes and cucumbers have recently been donated to the pantry. If
you have an abundance, please donate. It goes fast.

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF (LWR) PERSONAL CARE KITS
Once again we will be collecting items for LWR Personal Care Kits. Please contribute
what you are able to. Items needed for each kit (new items please):

¢ One light-weight cotton or cotton blend bath-size towel (20 to 27 x 40” to
527), dark color recommended

¢ 2-3 bath-size bars of soap totaling 8-9 oz, in original packaging (no mini or
hotel size bars, please)

¢ One adult-size toothbrush in its original packaging (toothbrush multi-packs may
be used by sealing an individual toothbrush in a business-size envelope; no
plastic bags or wrap)

¢ One sturdy comb (no picks or fine toothed combs)

¢ One metal nail clippers (attached file optional)

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please mark the envelope “Personal
Care Kits.” If writing a check, please make it out to “Grace Lutheran Church.”

Collection will take place throughout July and August 2026. Items may be placed in tall
basket just outside the Fellowship Hall.

SUNDAY WORSHIP LIVESTREAMED AND RECORDED

Our Sunday worship service is livestreamed, shown on the internet, as it is happening
and recorded for viewing online later. People in the sanctuary attending the Sunday
service may be seen as part of the livestream and recording.
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=@ ~ @ \ Birthdays | )

xselllemlle;

Anniversaries j))//

September 4 September 18
Marcie Law Maia Slominski
September 10 September 24

Ryan Werblow

Judith Douglas

of B September 11 September 26
Boofi /@ Donald Cross Joseph Gentry
aptism Steven Garant
P \j/_ September 27
September 12 Cheryl Lang
September 1 September 27 Shane Bullard
Britni Nowak Jonathan Lang Jacquelyn R. Timm  September 28
Wayne Lewis Darlene Freel
September 5 Marco Wade September 14 Ann O’Connor
Jon Crow Owen Wade |zzy Denstaedt
Aaron Nowak Nic Timmreck September 29
September 28 John Kuligowski

September 10 Rachel Engstrom September 15 Jessica McKenzie

Dawn Gentry Thomas Bertrand Dennis Werblow

Jim Hansen September 29

Brian Nelson T. J. Lappan September 17 September 30
Chuck McKay William Bock Ella Sandula

September 13
lzzy Szymanski

September 14
Astrid Fitzpatrick

Kady Sandula
Connie Suszek

Wedding Anniversaries

September 20

Mark Freel

Caileigh Nitchman
2nd Clarence & Bonnie Cross 17th Gordon & Karen Suszek
11th Jim & Laurie Hansen 19th Joel & Cindy Suszek
16th Tom & Jessica McKenzie 24th Steven & Caitlin Wade

30th Alan & Sally Brilinski
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HAPPENING THIS WEEK!

Sunday — 30th
9:30 am

Monday - 31st
8am-noon

8am-2pm

Tuesday - 1st
gam-noon

9am-noon

Wednesday - 2nd
gam-noon
10:30 am

Thursday - 3rd
8am-noon

8am-2pm

Friday - 4th
8am-noon

8am-2pm

Saturday - Sth
5:00 pm

Worship

Pastor Tom’s Retirement
Celebration Follows the
Service

Church Office Open
Kitchen Reserved

Church Office Open
Quilting/Sewing

Church Office Open
Sunrise Conference Mtg
at Grace

Church Office Open
Kitchen Reserved

Church Office Open
Kitchen Reserved

Worship

SERVING AUGUST 29/30

MIniSters ..........ccooeveveeerieneeneeeeeenns God’s People
Pastor ........ccoceevieiinininicciee Rev. Tom Orth
Music Director............cocoooeninininnnnnn. Claire Witt
Organist ... Kat Tomaszewski
Comm. Asst............. Joe Gentry, Stephanie Suszek,
Cindy Domrase
Lector .......ccoooiiiiiiiieieeeee Mike Urlaub
Ushers.......... Mike & Tracey Urlaub, Bruno Hirzel,
Christine Herman, Susan Howard (Sat.)
Greeters ............... Wayne & Chris Christopherson,
Jo Ann Smith
Altar Guild............... Karen Suszek, Jo Ann Smith

Livestream Team ... Dawn Anderson, Jan Charter,
Don LaBarre, Alex Struble

Counters............... Wayne & Chris Christopherson,
Darlene Freel

Coffee Hour ...........c..ccoeuee.n. Jeff & Sandy Welch
SERVING SEPTEMBER 5/6

MiInisters ..........ccoooeveenienieeeeeee God’s People

Pastor .........ccooevviiviiiniiiniieneee Rev. Tom Downs

Music Director............ccoocevininnnenn. Claire Witt

Organist ..........c.occevveviveciennnne Kat Tomaszewski

Comm. Asst........ Sherie McTaggart, Jo Ann Smith

Lector......cooooviiiiiiiniiiiiciiieeceen Anne Gentry

Ushers.........coeeuunee... Matt, Everett & Olivia Haske
Wayne Lewis (Sat.)

Greeters .............. Mary Rowader, Cindy Domrase,

June Daly
Altar Guild..............ccooeveiiiinnn. Mary Rowader,

Jewel Lancaster (Sat. Set Up)
Livestream Team ... Dawn Anderson, Jan Charter,
Don LaBarre, Alex Struble

Counters..................... Cheryl Lang, Cindy Suszek,
Stephanie Suszek
Coffee Hour ............. .Anne Gentry, Jo Ann Smith,

Brandi Stone

Large print worship folders & hearing
assistance devices are available from ushers

GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
119 W. Dunbar St., Alpena, MI 49707
Phone: Office 989-354-2640
Web Site: www.gracelutheran-alpena.org
Give online at www.gracelutheran-alpena.org

Pastor: Rev. Thomas W. Orth

Pastor’s Home 989-356-8729 Pastor’s Cell Phone 989-916-8759

pastor@gracelutheran-alpena.org
officemanager@gracelutheran-alpena.org

H Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/gracelutheranalpena

E-mail:

View our services
on YouTube




