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Grace Lutheran Church

Grace Lutheran’s Purpose Statement

“We share God’s love by welcoming all and
making a Christ-like difference in our community and world.”

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME/PRELUDE

(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.)

(The assembly stands as you are comfortable)

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the Word
who spoke life into being, the Wind stirring the waters.
C: Amen.

P: Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Mighty God, lover of justice,

C: you call us to life in community, but we have served our own interests at the
expense of our neighbors. We have sown deceit where honesty was needed.
We say the right words, but our hearts are far from you. Turn us to seek
your face. Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, that we may do
justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen.

P: The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares: Like a
spring of water that never fails, God covers us in the righteousness of Christ, and
forgives our sin in + Jesus’ name. May the Spirit give us strength to live for
others, and bless us with the gift of peace.

C: Amen.




GATHERING HYMN “Shall We Gather at the River” R423
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I Shall we gath-er at the riv-er, where bright an - gel feet have trod,

2 On the mar-gin of the riv-er, wash - ing up its sil - ver spray,

3 Ere we reach the shin-ing riv-er, lay we ev-’ry bur-den down;

4 Soon we’ll reach the shin-ing riv-er, soon our pil-grim-age will cease;
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with its crys-tal tide for-ev - er flow-ing by the throne of God?
we  will walk and wor -ship ev - er, all the hap-py gold-en  day.
grace our spir-its will de-liv - er, and pro-vide a  robe and crown.
soon our hap-py hearts will quiv - er with the mel-o - dy of peace.

0 Refrain
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Yes, we’ll gath-er at the riv-er, the beau-ti-ful, the beau-ti-ful riv - er;
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gath-er with the saints at the riv - er that flows by the throne of  God.

Text: Robert Lowry, 18261899
Music: HANSON PLACE, Robert Lowry — This selection is in the public domain.

GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the refining fire of the Holy Spirit, and the
peace of God, which surpasses understanding, be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A -

men.




HYMN OF PRAISE

n Assisting minister
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
N — ” | [rem—————
7 5 ! ; — — : R —
.
(CIEEEE S ESe = Ss - ———
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther:

Te -ceive our prayer.
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P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved
Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into
Christ faithful to their calling to be your daughters and sons, and empower us
all with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

(the assembly may be seated)

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.

SCRIPTURE READINGS

Isaiah 42:1-9
God’s servant is endowed with God'’s spirit in order to bring justice to the nations.
The servant will not exercise authority boisterously or with violence, nor will
weariness ever prevent the fulfilling of the servant’s task. God’s old promises have
been fulfilled; the servant’s new assignment is to bring light to the nations.

"'Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have
put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 2 He will not cry
out or lift up his voice or make it heard in the street; * a bruised reed he will not
break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth
justice. * He will not grow faint or be crushed untll he has established justice in the
earth, and the coastlands wait for his teaching. > Thus says God, the Lorp, who
created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what
comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in
%1 am the Lorp; I have called you in righteousness; I have taken you by the hand

and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations,

"to open the eyes that are blind, to brlng out the prisoners from the dungeon, from
the prison those who sit in darkness. I am the LorD; that is my name; my glory I
give to no other, nor my praise to idols. ° See, the former things have come to pass,
and new things I now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them.

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 29
The voice of the LORD is upon the waters. (Ps. 29:3)

! Ascribe to the LorD, you gods,
ascribe to the LOorD glory and strength.

* Ascribe to the Lorbp the glory due God’s name;
worship the LORrD in the beauty of holiness.
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3 The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders;
the LorD is upon the mighty waters.

* The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice;
the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.

> The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees;
the LorD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;

% the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.

" The voice of the LORD
bursts forth in lightning flashes.

® The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness;
the LorD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.

? The voice of the LoRD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare.
And in the temple of the Lorp all are crying, “Glory!”

The Lorb sits enthroned above the flood;
the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore.

10 Lorb, give strength to your people;
give them, O LorD, the blessings of peace.

Acts 10:34-43
Peter crosses the sharp religious boundary separating Jews from Gentiles and
proclaims the good news of God'’s inclusive forgiveness in Jesus’ name to Cornelius, a
Roman centurion. As a result of Peter’s preaching, Cornelius and his family become
the first Gentiles to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.

3 Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God
shows no partlahty, > but in every people anyone who fears him and practices
righteousness is acceptable to him. *® You know the message e he sent to the people of
Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. >’ That message spread
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: ** how
God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went
about domg good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with
him. * We are witnesses to all that he d1d both in Judea and in J erusalem They put
him to death by hangln% him on a tree, ** but God raised him on the third day and
allowed him to appear, * not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as
witnesses and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. ** He
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by
God as judge of the hvmg and the dead. ** All the prophets testify about him that
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.’

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
(The assembly stands as they are comfortable for the Gospel)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.

Matthew 3:13-17
Before Jesus begins his ministry, he is baptized by John, touched by the Spirit, and
identified publicly as God’s child.

" Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. '* John
would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come
to me?” '° But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this
way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. '® And when Jesus had been
baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to
him and he saw God’s Spirit descending like a dove and alighting on him. 7 And a
voice from the heavens said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well
pleased.”

P: The Gospel of Our Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.

HOMILY

(The assembly stands as they are comfortable)



HYMN OF THE DAY  “Baptized in Water” R456
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1 Bap-tized in wa - ter, sealed by the Spir - it, cleansed by the
2 Bap-tized in wa - ter, sealed by the Spir - it dead in the
3 Bap-tized in wa - ter, sealed by the Spir - it, marked with the
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blood of Christ our king: heirs of sal - va - tion,  trust-ing his
tomb with  Christ our king: one with his ris - ing, freed and for -
sign  of Christ our king: born of the Spir - it, we are God’s
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prom - ise, faith-ful - ly now God’s praise we  sing.
giv - en, thank-ful - ly now God’s praise we  sing.
chil - dren; joy - ful - ly now God’s praise we  sing.

Text: Michael Saward, b. 1932

Music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic

tune

Text © 1982 Jubilate Hymns, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.

All rights reserved. Used by

permission.

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784.

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again;
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



INTERCESSORY PRAYERS
(Response after each petition)

P: Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Christ.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY (the assembly stands as they are comfortable & sings as the gifts are brought forward)
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927  Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784.

Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

P: Let us pray...God of majesty,

C: no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for those who love
you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use what we have
gathered to feed us with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

10



GREAT THANKSGIVING

: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give

thanks and praise...(concluding) ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER/WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and eternal your
reign. You have filled all creation with light and life; heaven and earth are full of your

glory...

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s

death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the life our Lord offered for
us. And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power

to share with us the great and promised feast.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
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Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in Christ’s body and blood
may live to the praise of your glory and receive our inheritance with all your saints in
light.

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.
Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and unite
them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as victorious
Lord of all. Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory
and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

(All who desire to receive Christ’s presence in bread and wine are welcome to participate in the Eucharist)

P: Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
C: Come to the table; taste and see.
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COMMUNION HYMN “Wade in the Water” ELW459
Refrain
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1 See that host all dressed in white,
2 See that band all dressed in red, God’s a-goin’-a trou-ble the
3 Look o - ver yon-der, what do 1 see?
4 If youdon’t be-lieve I've been re - deemed,
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Text: African American spiritual

Music: WADE IN THE WATER, African American spiritual

(the assembly stands as they are comfortable)

This selection is in the public domain.

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his

grace.
C: Amen.
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Let us pray...Radiant God,

: we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament of his
body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this table
with delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, and bear
witness to all we have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

BLESSING
P: May the triune God, who has put a new song in our mouths and tuned our hearts
for praise + bless us now and forever.

Qr

C: Amen.
SENDING HYMN  “Spirit of Gentleness” R396
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Spir - it, Spir-it of gen-tle-ness, blow through the wil-der-ness

0«

7 Ay . I P— I
G — i j i = I i~ E———
~ - — —L¢ e .

call-ing and free; Spir - it Spir-it of rest-less-ness,

0D u
DA . I I I
o T———1— — i — i i
%;J—d—'—j_d_.?.l = "L o og—— oo

stir me from plac-id-ness, wind, wind on the seca.
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I You moved on the wa - ters, you called to the deep,

2 You swept through the des - ert, you stung with the sand,

3 You sang in a sta - ble, you cried from a hill,

4 You call from to-mor - 7row, you break an-cient schemes.
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then you coaxed up the moun - tains from the wval - leys of sleep;
and you goad - ed your peo - ple with a law and a land;
then you whis-pered in si - lence when the whole world was still;
From the bond - age of sor - row all the cap - tives dream dreams;
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and o - ver the e - ons you called to each thing:

and when they were blind - ed with 1 - dols and lies,

and down in the cit - vy you called once a - gain,

our wom-en see Vi - sions, our men clear their eyes.

Refrain
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“A - wake from your slum - bers and rise on your wings.”

then you spoke through your proph - ets to
when you blew through your peo - ple

With . . .bold new de - ci - sions your peo-ple

Text: James K. Manley, b. 1940
Music: SPIRIT, James K. Manley
Text and music © 1978 James K. Manley, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

P: Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.
C: Thanks be to God.
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT GRACE LUTHERAN
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
We are glad to have you here worshiping with us. For visitors, we would be glad to tell
you more about Grace Lutheran and how we share God's love. Please leave the best way
to contact you on the visitor sheets in the Sanctuary Narthex or the Office Lobby or use
the bulletin and give it to an usher.

COFFEE HOUR AFTER SUNDAY WORSHIP
Join us for a time of fellowship with coffee/tea/juice and treats
in the Fellowship Hall off the Office Lobby after our Sunday worship.

IN OUR PRAYERS

Tom Lappan, Patti Tucker, Bonnie Cross, Anna Lewis, Darlene Freel, Hope Kamyszek,
Bill Whitscell, Joanne Kindt, Sandy Malaski, Janet Chroninger, Elfie Jahnke, Budd &
Marlene Jobson, Meredith Smith, Robert Larsen, Elaine Hatch, Scott Lancaster,
Dorothy Hansen, Emma Nelson, Michele Amelotte, Jim Malaski -- Tom Diemond,
Maria Shelton, Paul Kroll, Jim Marquardt, Aggie Jakubiak, Jerry McConnell, Lisa
Creger, Lynsie, Becky & Dante, Lyle Beck, Candy & Tom Laughlin, Margaret
Kamyszek, Michelle, Joan Vanover, Paige Lancewicz, Randy Thiem, Mychele
Allmacher, Daphne Flack, Linda, Kaye Harry, Sandra Beck, Laura Fettes (Don Cross’
granddaughter), Donna Kendziorski, Jeff Kendziorski, Geraldine Rhoads, Herb Schiller,
Jimmy Lappan, Donna Hatch, Jordyn, Maggie, and Joseph Hansen. Military: Will
Stafford (Rich & Sherie McTaggart’s grandson), Amelia Berles, US Air Force Pilot
Training, and Michael Herrmann, US Air Force.

PRAYER PARTNERS

From the LARCC (Lutheran, Anglican, Roman Catholic and Congregational UCC)
parishes of Alpena, this weekend we pray for the Stephen Ministry Program/Prayer
Group at St. Paul Lutheran Church. Our Synod Prayer Partners for this week: First
Lutheran/Muskegon, Rev. William Uetricht; and Bishop Julie Schneider-Thomas and
Synod Staff.

PRAYER LETTERS

Please sign the prayer letter(s) each week that we send out telling other churches and
ministries they have been included in our prayers. Fill the page with our names. The
letter(s) are on the podium by the table in the Office Lobby.

ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION - JANUARY 11

Baptism of Christ — Our Baptisms

As we begin the new calendar year and return to Adult CE classes, our first class will be
on baptism. Let’s talk about what it means to us and its place and importance in our
faith. See you at 11 in the Lounge.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL RESUMES
Sunday School will resume at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday, January 18. See you there!

LITTLE FOOD PANTRY DRIVE - JANUARY 17 & 18

We willing do a collection from the congregation for the Little Food Pantry on Saturday
and Sunday, January 17 & 18. As you shop if you could get an item or two of not
perishable easy to prepare food. There is great need right now. Bring your items that
week. If you see some specials or just want to drop items off at anytime, donations are
always needed and welcome. Thank for helping those who have food insecurity.

MLK DAY ON MONDAY JANUARY 19TH

Join in the community events for MLK Day sponsored by the MLK Committee of
Northeast Michigan being held at Alpena Community College. Chili Supper fundraiser
from 4:30 - 5:30 in the Lumberjack Shack. Funds go toward the Loads of Love
laundromat coupons distributed by social service organizations. The evening program
will be a presentation and discussion lead by Sandra Pilgrim-Lewis at 6 PM in the
rooms across from Granham Theater on Being the Leaders needed in this time and
place.If you would be willing to make a crock of chili or provide others things for the
supper fundraiser, please contact Pastor Tom. Thanks

RUTH CIRCLE DONATIONS

This year the Ruth Circle donated $1,100 from their funds, contributing $100 to each of
the following charities: Hospice of Michigan, Samaritas, Sunrise Mission, Salvation
Army, Alpena Sr. Center, Lutheran World Relief, Trinity Episcopal Church Sunday
Supper, Women of Haiti, The Friendship Room, Friends Together and WELCA
membership. Thank you to the congregation for your continued support, which makes
these gifts possible.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH DOLLARS
$400 was given to Toys for Kids program of Vietnam Veterans of America 583.

THANK YOU TO ALL

Thanks to all who helped make our Advent and Christmas worship services so special.
From the decorations and those who put them up, to the bell ringers, singers and the
livestream team. Your time and talents are deeply appreciated. Thanks to Peggy for all
the extra work she does during this busy season. And thank you to everyone who shared
your Christmas memories and traditions for us to enjoy.

FROM PASTOR TOM

Thank you for the very generous Christmas gift. It is appreciated. I am looking forward
to some special things this Spring that this will help make happen.
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NEW LIVING LUTHERAN MAGAZINES & DEVOTIONALS HAVE ARRIVED
New editions of Living Lutheran Magazine & Christ in Our Home have arrived. Pick
up your copies in the Office Lobby.

PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE

Have you changed your email address? Dropped your landline phone, and only use your

cell? PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE Iet the office know so we can be in touch with
you. We've had trouble reaching some people recently.

SUNDAY WORSHIP LIVESTREAMED AND RECORDED

Our Sunday worship service is livestreamed, shown on the internet, as it is happening
and recorded for viewing online later. People in the sanctuary attending the Sunday
service may be seen as part of the livestream and recording.

Large print worship folders & hearing
assistance devices are available from ushers
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anuary

Anniversaries

of
Baptism

January 1
Jessica Timm

January 5
Ava Lappan

January 6
Anna-Marie Struble

January 7
Douglas Chroninger
Olivia Haske

January 17
Erika Nicholls

January 18
Nancy Stachnik

l'.

=
=
January 19

Sandra Malaski
Meredith Smith

January 20
Matthew Freel

January 21
Kasandra Mclnerney
Ricky Slater

January 24
Brody Nowak

January 25
Lisa McIntosh

January 30
Hannah Matzke
Erin McCourt

January 31
Brent Welch

Iy _4,
)

Birthdays

January 2
Mitchell Agius

January 5
Judy Black
Ryan Schuliz

January 9
Arnold Jahnke

January 10
Michael Herrmann
Elfie Jahnke
Kat Tomaszewski

January 12
Rick Engstrom
David Hansen
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January 16
Levi Konarzewski
Allison Urlaub

January 19
Rhonda Himes
Karen Peters

January 22
Michael Lang
Elsa Phillips

January 25
Pamela Nowak

January 28
Jerry Charter

January 29
Madelyn Boyd

January 30
Judy Dorr
Adam Urlaub



HAPPENING THIS WEEK! SERVING JANUARY 10/11
Ministers ..........occoevevienienieeeeee, God’s People
Sunday — 11th Pastor...........cocoeveienininiiicce, Rev. Tom Orth
8:50 am Choir Practice Music Dirgctor ...................................... Claire Wil;ct
. Recorded Accompaniment ....... Kat Tomaszewski
gg?j 2?:1 &lgssgisChOOI Comm. Asst................. Nancy Platt, Mary Rowader
. Lector ......cooovevveeiieieeeeeeeee Corinne Fraley
11:00 am Ac}ult CE - Lqunge Ushers.......... Bruno Hirzel, Mike & Tracey Urlaub
1:00 pm Friends of Animal Greeters ...........c.c.cccccooevernnn. Joel & Cindy Suszek
Control - Hall Altar Guild.................. Brandi Stone, Nancy Platt
Livestream Team.....Dawn Anderson, Jan Charter,
Monday - 12th Don LaBarre, Alex Struble
8am-noon Church Office Open Counters.......ooooeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennnnn. Gary & Kay Grove
Coffee Hour ............... .Anne Gentry, Brandi Stone
Tuesday - 13th
8am-noon Church Office Open Minist SERVING JANUARY lgli, Peobl
9:00 am Sewing/Quilting y a1s11:)srers ......................................... .I.{evo szeggt 1?
11:00 am Pastor s Text Study Music Director-............cccooeeieeiennnnnen. Claire Witt
6:15 pm Friends of Animal Recorded Accompaniment ..... .. Kat Tomaszewski
Control - Hall Comm. Asst............... Nancy Platt, Mary Rowader
Lector ......cccooviiviiiiiiniieiceeceeee Anne Gentry
Wednesday - 14th Ushers.......... Bruno Hirzel, Mike & Tracey Urlaub
8am-noon Church Office Open Greeters ................... Dawn Anderson, Pat Schultz,
6:00 pm Bell Choir Practice Bruno Hirzel
Altar Guild................... Brandi Stone, Nancy Platt
Thursday - 15th Livestream Team..... DDawE %nders?ill, JarS1 Cli)alrter,
on LaBarre, Alex Struble
8am-noon Church Office Open Counters........cccccovveevieennennnne. Gary & Kay Grove
Fridav - 16th Coffee Hour .................. .Rick & Sharon Engstrom
iriday - 1oth
8am-noon Church Oftice Open
Saturday - 17th
Council Retreat
5:00 pm Worship
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Phone: Office 989-354-2640
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