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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE      

 

(The assembly stands as you are able) 
 

(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.) 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩  one God, who alone does wonders, who lifts up the 
lowly, who fills the hungry with good things. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 
  

 Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: God for whom we wait,  
C: in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you. We fail in 

believing that your good news is for us. We falter in our call to tend your 
creation. We find our sense of self in material wealth. We fear those different 
from ourselves. We forget that we are your children and turn away from your 
love. Forgive us, Blessed One, and assure us again of your saving grace. Amen. 

 

P: God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! Through the power of the 

Holy Spirit, ☩ our sins are forgiven. We are children of the Most High, inheritors of 
the eternal promise, and recipients of divine mercy. God strengthens us anew to 
follow the way of peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

 
 

Grace Lutheran Church 
December 4 &5, 2021 

 
Grace Lutheran’s Purpose Statement 

 

“We share God’s love by welcoming all and 
making a Christ-like difference in our community and world.” 



GATHERING HYMN      “Hark, the Glad Sound!” 

ADVENT CANDLE “He Came Down” (two times through) 

 

 

This selection is in the public domain. 

Arr. John L. Bell © 1986 Iona Community.  Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 



GREETING 
P: From the one who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty: grace, light, 

and peace be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
 
 



 
 



P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his 
coming give to all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 



WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Malachi 3:1-4 
God announces a covenant with Israel. A messenger like Malachi (his name means 
“my messenger”) will prepare the way for the coming of the Lord by purifying and 
refining God’s people, as silver and gold are refined. 
 

1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom 
you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom 
you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 2But who can endure the 
day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire 
and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify 
the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present 
offerings to the Lord in righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem 
will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm: Luke 1:68-79 

In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high shall break upon 
us. (Lk. 1:78) 
 
68Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel, 
  you have come to your people and set them free. 
 

69You have raised up for us a mighty Savior, 
  born of the house of your servant David.  
 

70Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us from our enemies, 
 `

71from the hands of all who hate us, 
 

72to show mercy to our forebears, 
  and to remember your holy covenant. 
 

73This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham: 
 

74to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
 

74free to worship you without fear, 
 

75holy and righteous before you, all the days of our life.  
 

76And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, 
  for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way, 
 

77to give God’s people knowledge of salvation 
  by the forgiveness of their sins. 
 



78In the tender compassion of our God 
  the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 
 

79to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
  and to guide our feet into the way of peace.  

 

Philippians 1:3-11 
The apostle Paul was the pastor of many new churches. He writes in this letter about 
his joy to be in partnership with the Christians of Philippi. Listen to how tender-
hearted Paul, sometimes a stern preacher, is with his friends as he encourages them 
to grow in love and knowledge. 
 

3I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy in every 
one of my prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing in the gospel from the first 
day until now. 6I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you 
will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to think this 
way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s 
grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the 
gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of 
Christ Jesus. 9And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with 
knowledge and full insight 10to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day 
of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 11having produced the harvest of 
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  (The assembly stands, as you are able, for the Gospel) 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 



Luke 3:1-6 
John the Baptist is a herald of Jesus, whose way is prepared by “repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins.” As we hear the careful record of human leaders, we sense the 
spectrum of political and religious authority that will be challenged by this coming 
Lord. 
 

1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was 
governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the 
region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the high 
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah 
in the wilderness. 3He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the book of the 
words of the prophet Isaiah, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare 
the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 5Every valley shall be filled, and every 
mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the 
rough ways made smooth; 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 

 

P:  The Gospel of Our Lord.    C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

(The assembly may be seated) 
 

HOMILY 
 

(The assembly stands as you are able) 
 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” 

Public domain. 



APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, 
   who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
   He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again; 
   He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
   the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 
 (Response after each petition) 

 

P: Lord in your mercy... 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Christ. 

 

OFFERING   

 
 

OFFERTORY   (The assembly stands, as you are able, and sings as the gifts are brought forward) 



P: Let us pray...God of our waiting and watching, 
C: we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives to the service of all your people. 

Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this simple meal, through Christ 
Jesus, our pathway and our peace. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of grace. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise…(concluding)…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:                                          



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER/WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

P: Holy, mighty and merciful Lord…(concluding)…almighty Father, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, 
   forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
(All who desire to receive Christ’s presence in bread and wine/juice are invited to participate in the Eucharist) 
 

(You may be seated) 

 



COMMUNION HYMN    “Comfort, Comfort Now My People” 

The assembly stands as you are able) 
 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his  
 grace. 
C: Amen. 
 

 

This selection is in the public domain. 



P: Let us pray...Most High God, 
C: you have come among us at this table. By the Spirit’s power, form us to be 

bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, through Christ 
Jesus, our host and our guest. Amen. 

 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING 
P: The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound 

in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 
C: Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN      “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”   
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Words: Charles Wesley;  Music: Hyfrydol, Rowland H. Prichard.  This selection is in the public domain. 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

DISMISSAL 

 

P: Go in peace. Christ is near. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

POSTLUDE 

       

 

IN OUR PRAYERS  
Cindy Domrase, Susan Stacey, Myra Cross, Roger Pankey, Mike & Donna, Vicki 
Piontkowski, Elaine Hatch, Scott Lancaster, Gerald Lancaster, Charlotte Werth, 
Hannelore Duenkel & Family (Charlotte Werth’s niece), Dorothy Hansen, Larry Nelson, 
Michele Amelotte, Joanne Nicholls, Deb Nitchman’s Family, Diane Prevost, Jim 
Malaski, Emma Nelson, Allison, Bishop Craig Satterlee and Synod staff, James 
Marculewicz, Herb Schiller, Avril & Charlie Phillips and newborn son Spencer, Jay 
Nowak, Gus Gillard, Jennifer Rottweiler & Family (Nancy Platt’s daughter), Ann 
Haske, Gary Rich, Carl Ball, Amanda Lema (Betty Dulebohn’s granddaughter), Lyn 
Marshall, Joanne Coughlin, Sylvia Rouech, Jimmy Lappan, Donna Hatch, Jordyn, 
Maggie, Laura Bleau, Sharon Anderson, Becky, Jodi Kennedy Dinnan, Stephanie 
Bradford, Betty Kelly, Maria Shelton, Emily Cross, Liz, Lucas David, David Delano 
(David’s Dad), Edna Delano, and Joseph Hansen.   
 

Our prayer list is redone each month. If you, or a family member, would like to continue 
on the prayer list, please call the office (354-2640).  
 

Prayer concerns received by the church office by Tuesday each week will be 
included in the coming weekends bulletin. Please do have the person's permission 
for inclusion and realize it is published online, so more than our congregation will 
know about it.  
 

 
 
 



PRAYER PARTNERS 
From the LARCC (Lutheran, Anglican, Roman Catholic and Congregational UCC) 
parishes of Alpena, this weekend we pray for the Youth and Family Ministry at Grace 
Lutheran Church. Our Synod Prayer Partners for this week: Bethany Lutheran Church/
Kaleva, Rev. Zachary Nelson; North/West Lower Michigan Deans: Rev. Gary Bunge, 
Rev. Julia Schneider-Thomas, Rev. Joan Oleson, Rev. Emily Olsen, Rev. Chrisy Bright, 
Rev. Scott Torkko, Rev. Sarah Samuelson. 
 
CHRISTMAS DECORATING AFTER WORSHIP SUNDAY 
December 5 after the worship service come and help make our sanctuary beautiful for 
Christmas.  We will be putting up and decorating our large Christmas tree again this 
year.  With many helping it will be fun and not take long.  
 
CHRISTMAS CAROLING IN THE COMMUNITY 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2021 
You are invited to join in Christmas caroling around the community! There will be 
lunch provided after church on Sunday, December 12 at 11:00 am and caroling will 
begin at 12:00pm. A sign up sheet is in the office lobby. We will be going to assisted 
living homes as well as homes of some of our members. As we will be singing and 
around those who are vulnerable, we ask those participating to wear a mask. Please join 
in the fun! 
 
THANK YOU 
Thank you to Ruby Haske for coordinating and to all who helped with and donated to 
our Thanksgiving meal.  We served 38 meals and collected $305 in donations.  All food 
for the meal was donated so monetary donations will be allocated for the Little Food 
Pantry. 
 
LITTLE FOOD PANTRY NEEDS 
For the month of November the Little Food Pantry is collecting children’s hats, gloves 
and mittens to be donated.  Non-perishable food items are also needed. 
 
WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS DUE WEDNESDAY AT 9AM FOR BULLETIN 
With our weekly bulletin as our main communication to members and visitors, we ask 
that all announcements be turned in by 9 AM on Wednesday in a written form. As 
announcements are highlighted in the email blast that sends the bulletin link out, on our 
web page and Facebook as well as in the printed bulletin for weekend services and 
highlighted at the end of the livestream this gives multiple opportunities for people to 
see the information spreading the word. With as much as 1/3 of our worship attendance 
online, we need to offer these various ways for everyone to be aware of what is going on 
and have the info to refer to and then get involved. Thank you for helping to share God's 
Love and welcome ALL in some new ways.  



MASKS ARE OPTIONAL - WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO WEAR THEM 
If you are more comfortable wearing a mask, we welcome your doing so. Let us take 
care of each other and help end this pandemic.  
 
SUNDAY WORSHIP LIVESTREAMED AND RECORDED 
Our Sunday worship service is livestreamed, shown on the internet, as it is happening 
and recorded for viewing online later. People in the sanctuary attending the Sunday 
service may be seen as part of the livestream and recording.  
 
KEEP IN TOUCH... 
 
AMELIA BERLES AT THE AIR FORCE ACADEMY 
Cards and letters may be sent to the following address: 
 

Cadet Amelia Berles 
PO Box 2512 
USAF Academy, CO  80841 

 
VAL SLAGHT AT SEMINARY 
 

Valerie Slaght     
Capital University 
745 Pleasant Ridge Avenue 
Box #2121 
Columbus, OH  43209-2427   
 

Email:  vslaght98@gmail.com 
 
PLEASE RECYCLE BULLETINS 
You can place your bulletin in the recycle bin by the elevator as you leave the sanctuary. 
Thank you.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 





GENERAL FUND GIVING 
  

 Average needed each week to meet budget  $ 4,489.00  
  

 Weekly giving - November 21 & 28 5,033.13  
 

We received:   
 

 46 envelopes,  19 Simply Giving recurring payments, 
and 1 Give+ payment made from our website 



GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
119 W. Dunbar St., Alpena, MI  49707 

Phone:  Office  989-354-2640 
Web Site:  www.gracelutheran-alpena.org      

 

Pastor:  Rev. Thomas W. Orth 
Pastor’s Home   989-356-8729        Pastor’s Cell  Phone   989-916-8759 

 

E-mail:   
pastor@gracelutheran-alpena.org 

officemanager@gracelutheran-alpena.org 

 

                         Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/gracelutheranalpena 

HAPPENING THIS WEEK! 
   
 

  Sunday - 5th 
   9:30 am Worship 
                     Decorating after Worship 
           

Monday - 6th 
            CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
   6:00 pm Remembering Our 
     Children—Lounge 
            

Tuesday - 7th 
   8am-noon Church Office Open 
   9:00 am Sewing/Quilting 
            

Wednesday - 8th 
   8am-noon Church Office Open 
   4:30 pm Re-Boot Mtg.—Hall 
            

 Thursday - 9th 
     8am-noon Church Office Open 
        
Friday - 10th 
        8 am-noon Church Office Open 
            

Saturday - 11th 
   5:00 pm   Worship  

 

 
Large print worship folders 
& hearing assistance devices 

are available from ushers 

SERVING DECEMBER 4/5 
 

Ministers .................................... God’s People 
Pastor ...................................... Rev. Tom Orth 
Music Director....................... Claire Schreiber 
Accompanist .................................. Amy Truth 
Lector .......................................... Mike Urlaub 
Communion 
Assistants ...... Wayne & Chris Christopherson 
Ushers ...... Gary & Kay Grove, Rick Engstrom 
 ................................ Cindy Domrase (Saturday) 

Greeters ............ Dawn Anderson, Ann Gentry 
Altar Guild .............................. Gentry Family 
Livestream Team ...... Phran Ludington, Dawn 
                 Anderson, Jan Charter, Don Barnard 
Counters ............... Cheryl Lang, Cindy Suszek 
Coffee Hour ............ Clarence & Bonnie Cross 
 

SERVING DECEMBER 11/12 
 

Ministers .................................... God’s People 
Pastor ...................................... Rev. Tom Orth 
Music Director....................... Claire Schreiber 
Accompanist .................................. Amy Truth 
Lector ............................................ Bob Greene 
Communion 
Assistants ...... Wayne & Chris Christopherson 
Ushers ...... Gary & Kay Grove, Rick Engstrom 
 ................................ Cindy Domrase (Saturday) 

Greeters ......................... Joel & Cindy Suszek 
Altar Guild .............................. Gentry Family 
Livestream Team ...... Phran Ludington, Dawn 
                 Anderson, Jan Charter, Don Barnard 
Counters ............... Cheryl Lang, Cindy Suszek 
Coffee Hour .............. Roger & Jeanne Pankey 


