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GATHERING 
 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE      
 

(the assembly stands as they are comfortable) 

 
 

(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.) 
 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 
 

(Silence is kept for reflection) 

 

P: Merciful God, 
C: you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own 

way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from the 
abundant life you offer. You surround us with patience, kindness, and 
generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, 
forgive us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the 
path of life. Amen. 

 
 

P: We belong to Christ Jesus and we are God’s children through faith.  In the cross 
of + Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, our sins are forgiven.  
Clothed with Christ, we are a new creation. 

C: Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Grace Lutheran Church 
 

Grace Lutheran’s Purpose Statement 
 

“We share God’s love by welcoming all and 
making a Christ-like difference in our community and world.” 
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GATHERING HYMN             “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” R834 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

 
 
 
 

This selection is in the public domain. 
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KYRIE   (verses 1 & 4) 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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P: The Lord be with you.    
C:  And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Eternal God, you draw near to us in Christ, and you make yourself our guest. 
Amid the cares of our lives, make us attentive to your presence, that we may 
treasure your word above all else, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Genesis 18:1-10a 

The Lord visits Abraham and Sarah to tell them that the long-awaited promise of 
the birth of a child will be fulfilled for them in their old age. 
 

1 The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of 
his tent in the heat of the day. 2 He looked up and saw three men standing near him. 
When he saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet them and bowed down to 
the ground. 3 He said, “My lord, if I find favor with you, do not pass by your servant. 
4 Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. 
5 Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may 
pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have 
said.” 6 And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah and said, “Make ready quickly 
three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make cakes.” 7 Abraham ran to the herd 
and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare 
it. 8 Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared and set it before 
them, and he stood by them under the tree while they ate. 9 They said to him, “Where 
is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the tent.” 10a Then one said, “I will 
surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son.” 
 

L: The word of the Lord. C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 15 
 

Lord, who may abide upon your holy hill? (Ps. 15:1) 
 
1 Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? 
  Who may abide upon your holy hill? 
 

2 Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, 
  who speak the truth from their heart;  
 

3 they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; 
  they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor. 
 

4 In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the Lord. 
  They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word. 
 

5 They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the  
   innocent. 
  Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.  
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Colossians 1:15-28 
This letter offers a mystical teaching, that the great mystery of God is “Christ in 
you.” Because Christ is present in the church, Christians share in his life, suffering, 
and glory. 
 

15 [Christ Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation,16 for 
in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created 
through him and for him. 17 He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold 
together. 18 He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn 
from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. 19 For in him 
all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him God was pleased to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace 
through the blood of his cross. 21 And you who were once estranged and hostile in 
mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he has now reconciled in his fleshly body through death, 
so as to present you holy and blameless and irreproachable before him, 23 provided 
that you continue securely established and steadfast in the faith, without shifting 
from the hope promised by the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed to 
every creature under heaven. I, Paul, became a minister of this gospel. 24 I am now 
rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am completing what is 
lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church. 25 I became 
its minister according to God’s commission that was given to me for you, to make 
the word of God fully known, 26 the mystery that has been hidden throughout the 
ages and generations but has now been revealed to his saints. 27 To them God chose 
to make known how great among the gentiles are the riches of the glory of this 
mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 It is he whom we proclaim, 
warning everyone and teaching everyone in all wisdom, so that we may present 
everyone mature in Christ. 

 

L: The word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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(The assembly stands as they are comfortable for the Gospel) 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke.  
C:  Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

Luke 10:38-42 
During his visit to the home of Mary and Martha, Jesus reminds Martha that her 
concern for her many tasks distracts from the one thing that precedes all else: 
abiding in the presence of God. 
 

38 Now as [Jesus and his disciples] went on their way, he entered a certain village 
where a woman named Martha welcomed him. 39 She had a sister named Mary, who 
sat at Jesus’s feet and listened to what he was saying. 40 But Martha was distracted 
by her many tasks, so she came to him and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my 
sister has left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her, then, to help me.” 41 But the 
Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many 
things, 42 but few things are needed—indeed only one. Mary has chosen the better 
part, which will not be taken away from her.” 
 

P: The Gospel of Our Lord.        
C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

HOMILY 
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(The assembly stands as they are able) 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY        “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us With Your Love”                      R708 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, 
    who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
  He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again; 
    He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
    the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 
 

 (Response after each petition) 

 
 

P: Merciful God,  
C: receive our prayer. 
 

OFFERING   
 
 

OFFERTORY  (the assembly stands as they are comfortable and sings as the gifts are brought 
forward) 

Words: M F C Wilson. Text copyright 1988, Lorenz Publishing, All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
OneLicense.net #A-708789 

 

P: Let us pray...Creator God, 
C: in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is plentiful. 

Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that 
we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise…(concluding)…we praise your name and join their unending 
 hymn:        
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER/WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P:  God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, you have brought us this far along 

the way...(concluding)...For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

P: Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, we await the day when  Jesus 
shall return to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death. Come, Lord 
Jesus! And let the church say, Amen 

C:  Amen. 
 

P: Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, to fill the hearts of all who share this bread 
and cup with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world. 
Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age, that, 
rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, we might live in the freedom and hope 
of your Son. 
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 Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and 
honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
  

P: Lord, remember us in your Kingdom and teach us to pray. 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, 
   forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

P: The kingdom of God is set before us. Eat and rejoice. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
(All who desire to receive Christ’s presence in bread and wine are welcome to participate in the Eucharist) 
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COMMUNION HYMN       “Blest Are They”                R728 
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Words & Music: David Haas © 1985 GIA Publication, Inc. Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from 
OneLicense #A-708784. 
 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
 grace. 

C: Amen. 

 

P: Let us pray...Loving God,  
C: you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your grace. Send us out 

by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in 
Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

SENDING 
BLESSING 
P: The love of God abound in us; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill our hearts; 

and the life of the Spirit + bless us and give us peace.   
C: Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN             “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”                          R543 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

P: Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. 
C: Thanks be to God.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POSTLUDE 
 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT GRACE LUTHERAN 
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  

We are glad to have you here worshiping with us.  For visitors, we would be glad to tell 
you more about Grace Lutheran and how we share God's love. Please leave the best way 
to contact you on the visitor sheets in the Sanctuary Narthex or the Office Lobby or use 
the bulletin and give it to an usher.  

 
 

COFFEE HOUR AFTER SUNDAY WORSHIP  
Join us for a time of fellowship with coffee/tea/juice and treats 

in the Fellowship Hall off the Office Lobby after our Sunday worship.  
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
In Loving Memory of Our Sister & Daughter, Ryan 

We love you with all our hearts. 
The Szymanski Family 

 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS  
Jeanne Pankey, Darlene Freel, Hope Kamyszek, Bill Whitscell, Adam Kamyszek, 
Joanne Kindt, Eleanor Coddington, Sandy Malaski, Janet Chroninger, Bonnie Cross, 
Elfie Jahnke, Budd & Marlene Jobson, Meredith Smith, Robert Larsen, Elaine Hatch, 
Scott Lancaster, Dorothy Hansen, Emma Nelson, Michele Amelotte, Jim Malaski -- 
Becky & Dante, Lyle Beck, Candy & Tom Laughlin, Alfonse & Margaret Kamyszek, 
Michelle, Sandra Christopherson, Joan Vanover, Clayton Peters, Paige Lancewicz, 
Randy Thiem, Mychele Allmacher, Deborah Al-Duwaisan, Julie Stafford, Daphne 
Flack, Dixie Crevier, Brenda Donajkowski, Linda, Kaye Harry, Sandra Beck, Kevin 
Carlson, Laura Fettes (Don Cross’ granddaughter), Donna Kendziorski, Jeff 
Kendziorski, Geraldine Rhoads, Herb Schiller, Jimmy Lappan, Donna Hatch, Jordyn, 
Maggie, and Joseph Hansen.  Military: Will Stafford (Rich & Sherie McTaggart’s 
grandson) - deployed overseas.   
 

Our prayer list is redone each month. If you, or a family member, would like to continue on the prayer 
list, please call the office (354-2640).  
 
PRAYER PARTNERS 
From the LARCC (Lutheran, Anglican, Roman Catholic and Congregational UCC) 
parishes of Alpena, this weekend we pray for Intergenerational Messy Church at Trinity 
Episcopal Church. Our Synod Prayer Partners for this week: St. Paul Lutheran Church/
Greenville, Rev. Nan Dehnke; and Bishop Craig Satterlee and Synod Staff.  
 
PRAYER LETTERS 
Please sign the prayer letter(s) each week that we send out telling other churches and 
ministries they have been included in our prayers. Fill the page with our names. The 
letter(s) are on the podium by the table in the Office Lobby.  
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ADULT CE - FINISHES UP CHAPTER 9 IN LUKE 
Join us as the Adult CE class completes looking at the ninth chapter of Luke. It is an 
open discussion of what we are seeing and questions. All are invited to join us at 11 in 
the Lounge. 

 
TIME & TALENT SURVEY FOR  
OCTOBER 2025 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 2026 
How can you contribute to Grace's Ministry and Mission? Take a look at the list, printed 
copy in the Office Lobby or follow the online link in the emails to the form online. Even 
if you are continuing what you already do, please fill one out for the coming program 
year. Any questions, or IDEAS, talk to Pastor Tom. Thanks 
 
LITTLE FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION - August 2 & 3 
On August 2 and 3, we will take a collection for the Little Food Pantry. Items especially 
needed are:  small boxes of cereal, oatmeal packets, peanut butter, jams, loaves of bread, 
and any garden vegetables.  Also getting low on toilet paper.  Thanks for your 
contributions that help this ministry of Grace provide for those who are in need. And 
thanks to the team of volunteers who fill the LFP each week. If you would be interested 
in joining them, talk to Mary Lappan. 
 
BLOCK PARTY - August 6 
Join us again as we have a Block Party for our neighbors and ourselves. Bounce House 
for the kids and games food and entertainment for all. Keep the date open. Watch for 
more info to come. 
 
QUILTERS RUMMAGE SALE - August 22 & 23 
The Quilters Rummage Sale is coming soon...Friday & Saturday, August 22 & 23.  
Donations of items will be greatly appreciated.  Please no pieces of furniture or other 
large items. Items may be brought to the Fellowship Hall beginning Saturday, August 9.  
Thank you in advance! 
 
LITTLE FREE LIBRARY IN NEED OF BOOKS 
We love that we have had lots of visitors to our Little Free Library over the past few 
weeks.  However, our book selection is very low.  Do you have books (children to adult) 
that you would like to donate to help replenish our selection? Donations may be dropped 
off in the red tote located outside the Church Office door. 
 
TUESDAY NOON LIONS CLUB GIVES $800 TO LITTLE FOOD PANTRY      
The Tuesday Noon Lions donated $800 to our Little Food Pantry as well as supporting 
many other organizations that support the food needs of our community. Thanks to these 
Lions for all the work that they do. 
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SUNDAY WORSHIP LIVESTREAMED AND RECORDED 
Our Sunday worship service is livestreamed, shown on the internet, as it is happening 
and recorded for viewing online later. People in the sanctuary attending the Sunday ser-
vice may be seen as part of the livestream and recording. 
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HAPPENING THIS WEEK! 
   
 

  Sunday –20th 
   9:30 am Worship 
   11:00 am Adult CE - Lounge 
 
 

 Monday - 21st 
   8am-noon Church Office Open 
   8am-2pm Kitchen Reserved 
    

Tuesday - 22nd 
   8am-noon Church Office Open 
   9:00 am Sewing/Quilting 
   11:00 am Pastors Text Study -  
     Lounge 
      
Wednesday - 23rd 
   8am-noon Church Office Open 
    

Thursday - 24th 
   8am-noon Church Office Open 
   8am-2pm Kitchen Reserved 
    
 Friday - 25th 
   8am-noon Church Office Open 
   8am-2pm Kitchen Reserved 
 
Saturday - 26th 
    5:00 pm  Worship   
       

SERVING JULY 19/20 
Ministers ........................................... God’s People 
Pastor...............................................Rev. Tom Orth 
Music Director ...................................... Claire Witt 
Recorded Accompaniment ..... ..Kat Tomaszewski 
Comm. Asst. ......... Wayne & Chris Christopherson 
Lector ................................................ Janet Bettega 
Ushers ............ Bruno Hirzel, Mike & Tracy Urlaub 
Greeters  . Anna Lewis, Darlene Freel, Patti Tucker 
Altar Guild ...........................  Chris Christopherson 
Livestream Team ..... Dawn Anderson, Jan Charter,   
                                   Don LaBarre, Alex Struble 
Counters ................................... Gary & Kay Grove 
Coffee Hour ......................... .Joel & Cindy Suszek 

 
 

 
 
 

SERVING JULY 26/27 
Ministers ........................................... God’s People 
Pastor...............................................Rev. Tom Orth 
Music Director ...................................... Claire Witt 
Recorded Accompaniment ..... ..Kat Tomaszewski 
Comm. Asst. ......... Wayne & Chris Christopherson 
Lector .............................................. Audrey Garant 
Ushers ............ Bruno Hirzel, Mike & Tracy Urlaub 
Greeters  ........................ Rich & Sherie McTaggart 
Altar Guild ...........................  Chris Christopherson 
Livestream Team ..... Dawn Anderson, Jan Charter,   
                                   Don LaBarre, Alex Struble 
Counters ................................... Gary & Kay Grove 
Coffee Hour ....................... .Ruby Haske & Family 

 
 

 

View our services 
on YouTube 

 

 

Large print worship folders & hearing 
assistance devices are available from ushers 

GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
119 W. Dunbar St., Alpena, MI  49707 

Phone:  Office  989-354-2640 
Web Site:  www.gracelutheran-alpena.org      

Give online at www.gracelutheran-alpena.org 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Thomas W. Orth 
Pastor’s Home   989-356-8729        Pastor’s Cell  Phone   989-916-8759 

E-mail:   
pastor@gracelutheran-alpena.org 

officemanager@gracelutheran-alpena.org 
 

 Find us on Facebook at ww.facebook.com/gracelutheranalpena 


