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GATHERING 
 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE    

     

(the assembly stands as they are comfortable) 

 

(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.) 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose compassion endures forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

P: Let us confess our sin to God. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

P: Compassionate God, 
C: we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free 

ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your 
burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 

 

P: Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and 
I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, our sins are 
forgiven. Rest in God’s love. 

C: Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grace Lutheran Church 
 

Grace Lutheran’s Purpose Statement 
 

“We share God’s love by welcoming all and 
making a Christ-like difference in our community and world.” 
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GATHERING HYMN       “Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun”                   R557 

GREETING 

 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This selection is in the public domain. 
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KYRIE 

Text: Gracia Grindal © 1998 Augsburg Fortress.  Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense 
#A-708784. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE 
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Text: Martin A. Seltz; Music: Ludwig van Beethoven.  Text © 1998 Augsburg Fortress.  Permission to reprint/stream 
this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 
 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. 
Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is 
harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Ezekiel 33:7-11 

God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must faithfully 
convey God’s warnings to the people. Remarkably, God—who is about to attack 
Jerusalem—gives a warning with the hope that repentance will make the attack 
unnecessary. 
 

7 So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a 
word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8 If I say to the wicked, 
“O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to 
turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will 
require at your hand. 9 But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways and they 
do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have 
saved your life. 10 Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: 
“Our transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of 
them; how then can we live?” 11 Say to them: As I live, says the Lord God, I have no 
pleasure in the death of the wicked but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; 
turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel? 
 

L: The word of the Lord.  
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 119:33-40 
I desire the path of your commandments. (Ps. 119:35) 
 

33 Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes, 
  and I shall keep it to the end. 
 
34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching; 
  I shall keep it with all my heart. 
 
35 Lead me in the path of your commandments, 
  for that is my desire. 
 
36 Incline my heart to your decrees 
  and not to unjust gain.  
 
37 Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood; 
  give me life in your way. 
 
38 Fulfill your promise to your servant, 
  which is for those who fear you. 
 
39 Turn away the reproach that I dread, 
  because your judgments are good. 
 
40 Behold, I long for your commandments; 
  by your righteousness enliven me.  

 

Romans 13:8-14 
 

The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal 
of the law. Clothes make the person as we “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” and live 
today in light of the future God has in store for us. 
 

8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another 
has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; you 
shall not murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and any other 
commandment, are summed up in this word, “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the 
law. 11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you 
to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became 
believers; 12 the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of 
darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let us walk decently as in the day, not in 
reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and 
jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the 
flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 

L: The word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

(The assembly stands as they are comfortable for the Gospel) 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Text: Gracia Grindal © 1998 Augsburg Fortress. Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense 
#A-708784. 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Matthew 18:15-20 
Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church as 
a whole—should go about restoring relationships when one member has sinned 
against another. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and 
point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you have 
regained that one. 16 But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with 
you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 
17 If that person refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the offender 
refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a gentile and a tax 
collector. 18 Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19 Again, truly I tell you, if 
two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my 
Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there 
among them.” 
 

P: The Gospel of Our Lord.        
C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
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HOMILY 
 

(The assembly stands as they are comfortable) 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY       “God, When Human Bonds Are Broken”        R603 
 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
   He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again; 
   He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
   the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 
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INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 
 

 (Response after each petition) 

 
 

P: God of grace,  
C: hear our prayer. 
 
 

OFFERING   
 
 

OFFERTORY  (the assembly stands as they are comfortable and sings as the gifts are brought forward) 

Words: M F C Wilson. Text copyright 1988, Lorenz Publishing, All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
OneLicense.net #A-708789 
 

P: Let us pray...Loving God, 
C: we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share 

freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in 
the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise…(concluding)…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:                                          
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER/WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,  
  heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
  who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
  who preached good news to the poor, 
 and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
  broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
  and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
  shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
 we await his coming in glory. 
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 Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
  and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
  the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
  to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
  be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
 

C: Amen 
 

LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, 
   forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
(All who desire to receive Christ’s presence in bread and wine are welcome to participate in the Eucharist) 
 
 

P: Heaven has come near.  Come, share in the feast! 

Text: Martin A. Seltz © 1998 Augsburg Fortress.  Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense 
#A-708784 
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COMMUNION HYMN       “When We Are Living”                                     R639 

 
 

(the assembly stands as they are comfortable) 

 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his  
 grace.  
C: Amen. 
 
 

P: Let us pray...Compassionate God, 
C: through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of 

your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love 
freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through 
the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 
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SENDING 
 

BLESSING 
 

P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, + one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and 
always. 

C: Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN            “Bind Us Together”                                                 WOV748 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from CCLI 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

P: Go in peace. Seek equality and justice for all. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
POSTLUDE 

       

 
WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT GRACE LUTHERAN 

A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  
We are glad to have you here worshiping with us.  For visitors, we would be glad to tell 
you more about Grace Lutheran and how we share God's love. Please leave the best way 
to contact you on the visitor sheets in the Sanctuary Narthex or the Office Lobby or use 
the bulletin and give it to an usher.  
 

COFFEE HOUR AFTER SUNDAY WORSHIP  
Join us for a time of fellowship with coffee/tea/juice and treats 

in the Fellowship Hall off the Office Lobby after our Sunday worship.  
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
In Celebration of Clarence & Bonnie Cross’ 

54th Wedding Anniversary 
 

THANK YOU 
Thank you to Rev. Tom Downs for leading worship, preaching and presiding this 
weekend.  
 
SYNOD PRAYER PARTNER 
Our Synod Prayer Partner for this week: Christ Lutheran/Wyoming, Rev. Rob Schmidt; 
and Bishop Julie Schneider-Thomas and Synod Staff.  
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PRAYER LETTERS 
Please sign the prayer letter(s) each week that we send out telling other churches and 
ministries they have been included in our prayers. Fill the page with our names. The 
letter(s) are on the podium by the table in the Office Lobby.  
 
IN OUR PRAYERS 
Meredith Smith, Jon Crow, Larry Garant, Patti Tucker, Bonnie Cross, Darlene Freel, 
Hope Kamyszek, Sandy Malaski, Janet Chroninger, Elfie Jahnke, Robert Larsen, Elaine 
Hatch, Scott Lancaster, Emma Nelson, Michele Amelotte, Jim Malaski, Kelly Pankey -- 
Nicole Zbytowski, Dana Cruse-Malcomson, Cheryl Gauthier, Tamyra Rychlinski, Ho-
Ok Nam Lin (Pastor Seok Nam Lin’s mother), Maria Shelton, Lynsie, Becky & Dante, 
Tyson, Georgia, Lyle Beck, Candy & Tom Laughlin, Joan Vanover, Mychele 
Allmacher, Sandra Beck, Laura Fettes (Don Cross’ granddaughter), Donna Kendziorski, 
Jeff Kendziorski, Jordyn, Maggie, Joseph Hansen and Baby J.  
Military: Don Witt, 6-month deployment from Alpena, Will Stafford (Rich & Sherie 
McTaggart’s grandson), Amelia Berles, US Air Force Pilot Training, and Michael 
Herrmann, US Air Force.   
 
REV. SCOTT TORKKO JOINS US SEPTEMBER 12 & 13 
Rev. Scott Torkko, Assistant to the Bishop, will be leading worship and presiding on 
September 12 and 13 here at Grace to continue the Synod support and work with Grace 
on next steps in the process. 
 
ADULT CHRISTIAN ED - SEPTEMBER 13 
Have you ever thought that the God described in the New Testament seems very 
different from the God described in the Old Testament?  Love versus violence?  Jesus 
versus Jehovah?  Join the Adult class on Sunday, September 13, to consider how these 
two parts of the Bible may be reconciled, as well as how Jesus read the Old Testament, 
his only scriptures. Join us at 11 in the Lounge. 
 
MUSIC AT GRACE 
Choir and Bell Choir are starting up in September! If you are interested in either, please 
sign up in the lobby or contact Claire by email: sclaire489@gmail.com. There will be a 
music potluck on Wednesday, September 16th at 6:00pm to go over further 
information and details. If you would like to bring a dish, you can sign up in the lobby 
as well.  
 
YOU ARE INVITED!!! 
To attend our next "CONNECT" work group meeting on Thursday, September 17th @ 
1:30 p.m. at Grace Lutheran Church. We will be looking at and planning past & present 
projects & events. Hope to see you there!  
 

mailto:sclaire489@gmail.com
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GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS. 
September is the month that the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America celebrates 
their annual "God's Work. Our Hands." Sunday. Please join us on Sunday, September 
20th @ 1p.m. at Samaritas, 210 Wilson Street, Alpena. We will share some 
refreshments and enjoy fellowship with the residents. Let's celebrate our identity as a 
church and put our faith into action by serving and loving our neighbors!  
 
LITTLE FOOD PANTRY NEEDS 
Sale? Everyone likes a sale and now is the time to purchase canned vegetables and fruits 
on sale. Why not a can or two for our pantry? 
 
A HUGE THANK YOU TO EVERYONE 
Thank you to everyone that contributed to the recent rummage sale. Through your 
generous donation of material or time (or both) we received more than $1,700 for our 
mission work that supports Lutheran World Relief and Orphan Grain Train (national 
and international organizations), plus many local groups.  Once again, thank you!  
-- Grace Quilters 
 
THANK YOU FROM PASTOR TOM  
Thank you Grace Lutheran for 13 years of ministry together. As many said, the time 
seems to have flown by. Yet looking back, there are many things we have done together 
that shaped Grace, our congregation and each of us individually. Thank you for sharing 
your stories at the luncheon. It was meaningful and touching to hear how our time 
together has made an impact to so many of you. Thank you for the last weekend of 
worship together and the many thoughts for the future. And thank you very much for the 
most generous retirement gift. I can think of a few fun things to do with it that I hadn't 
considered before. Thank you.  
 

God's Grace, Blessings and Peace to all.  
 

Pastor Tom  
 
SUNDAY WORSHIP LIVESTREAMED AND RECORDED 
Our Sunday worship service is livestreamed, shown on the internet, as it is happening 
and recorded for viewing online later. People in the sanctuary attending the Sunday 
service may be seen as part of the livestream and recording.  
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CALL COMMITTEE FORMING 
As we begin the process of finding a new pastor following Pastor Tom’s retirement, we 
are forming a Call Committee. We are thankful for those who have already stepped 
forward to request being on this committee, but would love to have more members 
of our congregation involved in this very important task. We are especially looking 
for a representative from the Saturday service and at least one more younger person. 
 

For those interested, an outline of the duties and responsibilities of the Call Committee 
members can be found on the Synod website at www.mittensynod.org. The Call Process 
Manual can be found by selecting resources at the top of the Synod website home page 
and then scrolling down to “Congregations in Transition.”  Once you have selected 
“Congregations in Transition” you will select the top item in the list “NWLM Synod 
Call Process Manual.” The direct link to the Call Process Manual is here, if you prefer 
to type it in your browser address bar: https://www.mittensynod.org/docs/
CallProcessManual.pdf. If you would find a paper copy easier to read, please contact 
Peggy in the office. We encourage everyone to review this information to gain a better 
understanding of the commitment involved. 
 

If you are interested in serving on the Call Committee please contact Rick 
Engstrom or Tom Lappan. Thank you for your continued support and dedication to 
our church community during this transition. 
 

Grace Lutheran Council   
 
 
 

http://www.mittensynod.org
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GENERAL FUND GIVING FOR JULY 2026 

 
Average needed in July (4 weeks) to meet budget $ 19,252.00 
Monthly Giving - July 14,890.59 

 
We received:   

 74 envelopes, 55 Simply Giving recurring payments, 
8 Give+ payments made from our website and 2 Thrivent Choice donations. 
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HAPPENING THIS WEEK! 

 

  

 Sunday – 6th 
   9:30 am  Worship 
          
Monday - 7th 
   Labor Day - Church Office Closed 
   8am-2pm   Kitchen Reserved 
  
Tuesday - 8th 
   8am-noon   Church Office Open
 9am-noon   Quilting/Sewing 

   5:30 pm   Worship Work Group 
    
Wednesday - 9th 
   8am-noon   Church Office Open 
     
Thursday - 10th 
   8am-noon   Church Office Open 
   8am-2pm   Kitchen Reserved 
    
Friday - 11th 
   8am-noon   Church Office Open 
   8am-2pm   Kitchen Reserved 
  
Saturday - 12th 

   5:00 pm    Worship  
    

 

SERVING SEPTEMBER 5/6 
Ministers ........................................... God’s People 
Pastor .......................................... Rev. Tom Downs 
Music Director ...................................... Claire Witt 
Organist ................................... ..Kat Tomaszewski 
Comm. Asst. ....... Sherie McTaggart, Jo Ann Smith 
Lector ................................................. Anne Gentry 
Ushers ....................... Matt, Everett & Olivia Haske 
                                    Wayne Lewis (Sat.) 

Greeters .............. Mary Rowader, Cindy Domrase, 
                              June Daly 
Altar Guild ....................................  Mary Rowader, 
                                    Jewel Lancaster (Sat. Set Up) 
Livestream Team ...  Dawn Anderson, Jan Charter,   
                                   Don LaBarre, Alex Struble 
Counters ..................... Cheryl Lang, Cindy Suszek, 
                                      Stephanie Suszek 
Coffee Hour ............. .Anne Gentry, Jo Ann Smith, 
                                     Brandi Stone 

 
 

SERVING SEPTEMBER 12/13 
Ministers ........................................... God’s People 
Pastor ......................................... Rev. Scott Torkko 
Music Director ...................................... Claire Witt 
Organist ................................... ..Kat Tomaszewski 
Comm. Asst. ....... Sherie McTaggart, Jo Ann Smith 
Lector ................................................... Nancy Platt 
Ushers ....................... Matt, Everett & Olivia Haske 
                                    Wayne Lewis (Sat.) 

Greeters .................................. Joe & Dawn Gentry 
Altar Guild ....................................  Mary Rowader, 
                                    Jewel Lancaster (Sat. Set Up) 
Livestream Team ...  Dawn Anderson, Jan Charter,   
                                   Don LaBarre, Alex Struble 
Counters ..................... Cheryl Lang, Cindy Suszek, 
                                      Stephanie Suszek 
Coffee Hour ................... .Rick & Sharon Engstrom 

GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
119 W. Dunbar St., Alpena, MI  49707 

Phone:  Office  989-354-2640 
Web Site:  www.gracelutheran-alpena.org      

Give online at www.gracelutheran-alpena.org 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Thomas W. Orth 
Pastor’s Home   989-356-8729        Pastor’s Cell  Phone   989-916-8759 

E-mail:   
pastor@gracelutheran-alpena.org 

officemanager@gracelutheran-alpena.org 
 

 Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/gracelutheranalpena 

 

View our services 
on YouTube 

 

 

Large print worship folders & hearing 
assistance devices are available from ushers 


