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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE       
 

(the assembly stands as they are able) 

 

(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.) 
 

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

C: Christ is risen indeed, Alleluia! 
 

P: Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of 
baptism. 

 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

P: We thank you, risen Christ, 
C: for these waters where you make us new, leading us from death to life, from 

tears to joy.   
 

 We bless  you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled 
waters of rebirth, like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our 
souls, like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 

 
 

Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear.  Clothe us with your 
mercy and forgiveness.  Send us companions on our journey as we share your 
life. 
 

Make us one, risen Christ.  Cleanse our hearts.  Shower us with life. 
To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and 
forever.  Amen. 

 

 
 
 

Grace Lutheran Church 
April 23 &24, 2022 

Grace Lutheran’s Purpose Statement 
 

“We share God’s love by welcoming all and 
making a Christ-like difference in our community and world.” 



GATHERING HYMN     “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!” R385 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 

Text: Gracia Grindal © 1998 Augsburg Fortress.  Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 



HYMN OF PRAISE 

Text: Martin A. Seltz; Music: Ludwig van Beethoven.  Text © 1998 Augsburg Fortress.  Permission to reprint/stream 
this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded hands of 
your risen Son. By your Spirit’s breath revive our faith in your mercy, and 
strengthen us to be the body of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song. 

 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Acts 5:27-32 
 

Peter has been arrested for proclaiming the good news of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. His response to the charges of the high priest summarizes the early 
church’s proclamation of forgiveness of sin through repentance. 
 

27When they had brought [the apostles,] they had them stand before the council. The 
high priest questioned them, 28saying, “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this 



 name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are determined 
to bring this man’s blood on us.” 29But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must 
obey God rather than any human authority. 30The God of our ancestors raised up 
Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. 31God exalted him at his right 
hand as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of 
sins. 32And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has 
given to those who obey him.” 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 118:14-29 
You are my God, and I will exalt you. (Ps. 118:28) 
 
14The Lord is my strength and my song, 
  and has become my salvation. 
 

15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 
  “The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly! 
 

16The right hand of the Lord is exalted! 
  The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly!” 
 

17I shall not die, but live, 
  and declare the works of the Lord.  
 

18The Lord indeed punished me sorely, 
  but did not hand me over to death. 
 

19Open for me the gates of righteousness; 
  I will enter them and give thanks to the Lord. 
 

20“This is the gate of the Lord; 
  here the righteous may enter.” 
 

21I give thanks to you, for you have answered me 
  and you have become my salvation.  
 

22The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the chief cornerstone. 
 

23By the Lord has this been done; 
  it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 

24This is the day that the Lord has made; 
  let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

25Hosanna! O Lord, save us! 
  We pray to you, Lord, prosper our days!  
 

26Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord; 
  we bless you from the house of the Lord. 



27The Lord is God and has given us light. 
  Form a procession with branches up to the corners of the altar. 
 

28You are my God, and I will thank you; 
  you are my God, and I will exalt you. 
 

29Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good; 
  God’s mercy endures forever.  

 

Revelation 1:4-8 

 

The book of Revelation recounts a mystical vision of the risen Christ experienced by 
a Christian prophet named John. Here he describes Christ as a timeless redeemer, 
the beginning, present, and end of all time. 
 

4John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who 
is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his 
throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the 
ruler of the kings of the earth.  To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by 
his blood, 6and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him 
be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 7Look! He is coming with the 
clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and on his account all 
the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. Amen. 8“I am the Alpha and the 
Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty. 

 

L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

(The assembly stands as they are able for the Gospel) 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Text: Gracia Grindal © 1998 Augsburg Fortress.  Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 



P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John.   
C:  Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

John 20:19-31 
The unprecedented events of the day of resurrection continue as the risen Jesus 
appears to his fearful disciples. A week later, after Thomas worships Jesus, Jesus 
pronounces that the blessings of the resurrection are also for those who “have not 
seen and yet believe.” 
 

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed 
them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 
21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send 
you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the 
Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the 
sins of any, they are retained.” 24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the 
twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We 
have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his 
hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not 
believe.” 26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with 
them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my 
hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 
28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you 
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
have come to believe.” 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his 
disciples, which are not written in this book. 31But these are written so that you may 
come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing 
you may have life in his name. 

 

P: The Gospel of Our Lord.       
C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

HOMILY 
 

What is one doubt you have in your faith? 
 
Or one question you have in your faith? 
 
 
There is space on the last page for you to write your comments down. 

 
 
(continued on next page) 



(The assembly stands as they are able) 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY              “Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing”   R389 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
  He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again; 
  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

   the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 



INTERCESSORY PRAYERS   

(Response after each petition) 
 

P: God, in your mercy 
C: hear our prayer. 

 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Christ. 

OFFERING   
 

OFFERTORY  (the assembly stands as they are able and sings as the gifts are brought forward) 

Text copyright 1988, Lorenz Publishing, All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net #A-708789 
 

P: Let us pray...Living God, 
C: You gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your peaceable reign, and 

you welcome us all at your table.  Reach out to us through this meal, and show 
us your wounded and risen body, that we may be nourished and believe in 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise…(concluding)…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:                                          



 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER/WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and eternal your 
reign. You have filled all creation with light and life; heaven and earth are full of 
your glory... 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes. 

 

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the life our Lord offered for 
us. And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power 
to share with us the great and promised feast.  
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in Christ’s body and blood 
may live to the praise of your glory and receive our inheritance with all your saints 
in light. 
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 



Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and unite 
them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as victorious 
Lord of all. Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory 
and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. Amen. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 

 

P: The risen Christ dwells with us here.   
 All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come. 

 

(All who desire to receive Christ’s presence in bread and wine are welcome to participate in the 
Eucharist) 

Text: Martin A. Seltz © 1998 Augsburg Fortress.  Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from 
OneLicense #A-708784 



COMMUNION HYMN          “Bread of Life from Heaven”   R474 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 



(the assembly stands as they are able) 

 

P: Let us pray...We give you thanks, generous God, 
C: for in this bread and cup we have tasted the new heaven and earth where 

hunger and thirst are no more.  Send us from this table as witnesses to the 
resurrection, that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 
 

BLESSING 
 

P: God, the Author of life,  
 Christ, the living Cornerstone, 
 and the life-giving Spirit of adoption, 
  + bless us by the power of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN        “That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright”                             R384 

 
 

This selection is in the public domain. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.    C:  Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
P: Go in peace. Tell what God has done. C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POSTLUDE 
 

       

 
 
IN OUR PRAYERS  
Joel Fraley, Alecia Lewis, Verna Furze, Patti Tucker, Susan Stacey, Vicki Piontkowski, 
Elaine Hatch, Scott Lancaster, Gerald Lancaster, Dorothy Hansen, Larry Nelson, 
Michele Amelotte, Joanne Nicholls, Deb Nitchman’s Family, Diane Prevost, Jim 
Malaski, Emma Nelson, Bishop Craig Satterlee and Synod staff, Donna Kendziorski, 
Geraldine Rhoads, Tiffany Bailey, James Marculewicz, Herb Schiller, Jennifer 
Rottweiler & Family (Nancy Platt’s daughter), Ann Haske, Gary Rich, Carl Ball, Joanne 
Coughlin, Sylvia Rouech, Jimmy Lappan, Donna Hatch, Jordyn, Maggie, Laura Bleau, 
Sharon Anderson, Becky, Jodi Kennedy Dinnan, Maria Shelton, Emily Cross, Liz, 
Lucas David, David Delano (David’s Dad), Edna Delano, and Joseph Hansen.   
 

Our prayer list is redone each month. If you, or a family member, would like to continue on the prayer 
list, please call the office (354-2640).  
 

Prayer concerns received by the church office by Tuesday each week will be included in the coming 
weekends bulletin. Please do have the person's permission for inclusion and realize it is published 
online, so more than our congregation will know about it.  

 
PRAYER PARTNERS 
From the LARCC (Lutheran, Anglican, Roman Catholic and Congregational UCC) 
parishes of Alpena, this weekend we pray for the Administration Ministries at St. Paul 
Lutheran Church. Our Synod Prayer Partner for this week: First Lutheran Church/
Muskegon, Rev. William Uetricht. 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS 
In celebration of Joel & Corinne Fraley’s wedding anniversary, April 17th. 



ADULT CHRISTIAN ED - APRIL 24 
Falling a Risen Christ in a fallen world 
What does the Risen Christ mean to you? How do you interpret the statement “Jesus' 
resurrection; not so much an event I look at, as an event I look through?” Join us as we 
talk about what the resurrection and Risen Christ mean for our living. We meet Sundays 
at 11 in the Lounge. If you are not receiving the weekly emails about Adult CE (ACE 
for short), let Pastor Tom know and you will be on the list.  
 
ADULT CHRISTIAN ED - MAY 1 
Brown Jackson on the Supreme Court 
With the divisive confirmation process over for Judge Jackson, we can now ask how 
well we handle a diversity of opinions in our society, our lives and in our faith. Is there 
a way to be more respectful of others, and more understanding of the wisdom their 
experience brings to our world today so that we may live together and work together. 
Join us at 11 as we move beyond the specifics of Judge Jackson's process to how we 
live out our faith in our very diverse religious landscape. See you in the Lounge.  
 
HOLY HUMOR WEEKEND - APRIL 30 / MAY 1  
Prepare for the return of Holy Humor worship. Get your jokes ready. Get your Special 
attire ready. If you have something you would like to contribute, please talk with Pastor 
Tom.  
 
THINKING OF YOU PACKAGES – SUNDAY MAY 1ST 
RE-BOOT TEAM is going to put together another group of Thinking of You packages 
on Sunday May 1st. You are invited to join in making up these small packages of soup, 
bread and fruit that we will take out to our members who don’t get out as much. If you 
know of someone else, a neighbor perhaps, who you would be willing to deliver a 
package to add their name to the list in the office lobby and we will include them. We 
also need people to deliver packages to our member’s list that day. If you have any 
questions, get a hold of one of the RE-BOOT Team members: Steve and Janie Hansen, 
Tracie Granata, Cheryl Lang, Connie Stepanski, Olivia Haske, Jessie Slominski or 
Pastor Tom for more info.  
 
SUNDAY WORSHIP LIVESTREAMED AND RECORDED 
Our Sunday worship service is livestreamed, shown on the internet, as it is happening 
and recorded for viewing online later. People in the sanctuary attending the Sunday 
service may be seen as part of the livestream and recording.  
 
FROM OUR LIVESTREAM VIEWERS  
Watched Grace Lutheran Church Palm Sunday service in Flagstaff, AZ. Now in Sedona 
at the Chapel of the Holy Cross. Built into a mountain! See you on Easter Sunday. Have 
a great week. -- Donna and Ed Czarnecki  



LITTLE FOOD PANTRY 
The Little Food Pantry could use a few items if you would consider donating - peanut 
butter and jam along with a loaf of bread; cereal and juice boxes; travel shampoos and 
bars of soap; and toilet paper.  As always, thanks for your support and donations! 
 
KEEP IN TOUCH WITH OUR COLLEGE STUDENTS 
Cadet Amelia Berles     
PO Box 2512      
USAF Academy, CO  80841    
 
Kody Bertrand 
7243 68th St SE 
Caledonia, MI  49316 
 
KEEP IN TOUCH WITH OUR SEMINARIAN 
Valerie Slaght 
Capital University 
745 Pleasant Ridge Avenue 
Box #2121 
Columbus, OH  43209-2427 
 

Email:  vslaght98@gmail.com 
 
COVID TEST KITS FOR AT-HOME USE 
The United Way through Joe Gentry has left some at-home COVID test kits. They are 
available in the office if you would like or need one. There are 2 tests per box and they 
are to be taken 24 hours apart. Just stop by or give a call to the church office. 
 
PLEASE RECYCLE BULLETINS 
You can place your bulletin in the recycle bin by the elevator as you leave the 
sanctuary. 

GENERAL FUND GIVING 
 

MARCH 
Average needed in March (4 weeks) to meet budget $ 17,904.00 
Monthly Giving - March 13,354.15 

We received:   
 103 envelopes,  64 Simply Giving recurring payments, 

9 Thrivent Choice Donations and 7 Give+ payments made from our website 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



YOUR RESPONSES TO THE SERMON 
 

 

What is one doubt you have in your faith? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Or one question you have in your faith? 
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GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
119 W. Dunbar St., Alpena, MI  49707 

Phone:  Office  989-354-2640 
Web Site:  www.gracelutheran-alpena.org      

 

Pastor:  Rev. Thomas W. Orth 
Pastor’s Home   989-356-8729        Pastor’s Cell  Phone   989-916-8759 

 

E-mail:   
pastor@gracelutheran-alpena.org 

officemanager@gracelutheran-alpena.org 

 

                         Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/gracelutheranalpena 

HAPPENING THIS WEEK! 
   
 

  Sunday - 24th 
   9:30 am  Worship 
   11:00 am  Adult CE - Lounge 
           

Monday - 25th 
   8am-noon  Church Office Open 
   8 am - 2 pm  Kitchen Reserved 
            

Tuesday - 26th 
   8am-noon  Church Office Open 
   9:00 am  Sewing/Quilting 
            

Wednesday - 27th 
   8am-noon  Church Office Open 
   6:00 pm  Bell Choir 
            

 Thursday - 28th 
     8am-noon Church Office Open 
            

Friday - 29th 
   8am-noon Church Office Open 
            

Saturday - 30th Holy Humor Weekend 
   5:00 pm Worship 

 
 

 

Large print worship folders 
& hearing assistance devices 

are available from ushers 
 
 

 

SERVING APRIL 23/24 
 

Ministers .................................... God’s People 
Pastor ...................................... Rev. Tom Orth 
Music Director....................... Claire Schreiber 
Accompanist .................................. Amy Truth 
Lector ..................................... Dawn Anderson 
Communion Asst.. . Joe Gentry, Wayne Lewis 
Ushers ........... Wayne & Chris Christopherson, 
            Jo Ann Smith, Vicki Piontkowski (Sat.) 
Greeters .......... Dawn Anderson, Anne Gentry 
Altar Guild ............ Nancy Platt, Vicki Cripps, 
                                  Mary Rowader 
Livestream Team ................. Dawn Anderson, 
                                  Jan Charter, Don Barnard 
Counters ............... Cheryl Lang, Cindy Suszek 
Coffee Hour ............ Clarence & Bonnie Cross 

 

SERVING APRIL 30/MAY 1 
 

Ministers .................................... God’s People 
Pastor ...................................... Rev. Tom Orth 
Music Director....................... Claire Schreiber 
Accompanist .................................. Amy Truth 
Lector ................................... Sharon Engstrom 
Communion Asst.. .. Clarence & Bonnie Cross 
Ushers..Dale Schultz, June Daly, Susan Stacey 

Greeters .................. Rick & Sharon Engstrom 
Altar Guild ................ Pat Schultz, Amy Truth 
Livestream Team ................. Dawn Anderson, 
                                  Jan Charter, Don Barnard 
Counters ........ Wayne & Chris Christopherson 
Coffee Hour .............. Roger & Jeanne Pankey 


