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GATHERING 
 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

WELCOME/PRELUDE     
 

GATHERING       
 

(the assembly stands as they are comfortable) 
 
 

(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.) 
 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, +  one God, our creator, our protector, our wellspring of 

life. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us 
confess our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
 
 

P: Merciful God, 
C: you speak blessing and compassion into the world. Forgive us for the ways 

we act with judgment, cruelty, or indifference. We ignore the needs of our 
neighbors; we resist your call to oppose injustice; we give in to scarcity and 
fear; we assume the worst about one another. Cleanse us from our faults 
and release us from their grasp. Show us your loving kindness. Restore our 
hearts and repair your world, that we may live in Christ’s ways. Amen. 

 

P: God proclaims these words of assurance: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. I 
have called you by name. You are mine.” In + Christ, we are forgiven. In the Spirit, 
we are made free. Refreshed by the waters of mercy, live anew as beloved children 
of God. 

C: Amen. 
 

 
 

Grace Lutheran Church 
 

Grace Lutheran’s Purpose Statement 
 

“We share God’s love by welcoming all and 
making a Christ-like difference in our community and world.” 
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GATHERING HYMN        “Jesus Shall Reign”                   R434 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This selection is in the public domain. 
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KYRIE  (verses 1 & 4) 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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P:   The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you. 
 

P:  Let us pray. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Living God, in Christ you make all things new. Transform the poverty of our 
nature by the riches of your grace, and in the renewal of our lives make known 
your glory, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Jeremiah 17:5-10 

These verses compose a poem that is part of a larger collection of wisdom sayings 
that contrast two ways of life. Life with God brings blessing; the power and vitality 
of God is active in our life. Life without God brings a curse, the power of death. 
 
5 Thus says the Lord: Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals and make mere 
flesh their strength, whose hearts turn away from the Lord. 6 They shall be like a 
shrub in the desert, and shall not see when relief comes. They shall live in the 
parched places of the wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land. 7 Blessed are those who 
trust in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord. 8 They shall be like a tree planted by 
water, sending out its roots by the stream. It shall not fear when heat comes, and its 
leaves shall stay green; in the year of drought it is not anxious, and it does not cease 
to bear fruit. 9 The heart is devious above all else; it is perverse—who can 
understand it? 10 I the Lord test the mind and search the heart, to give to all 
according to their ways, according to the fruit of their doings. 

 

L: The word of the Lord.  
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 1 
They are like trees planted by streams of water. (Ps. 1:3) 
 
1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, 
  nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 
 

2 Their delight is in the law of the Lord, 
  and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.  
 

3 They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with  
  leaves that do not wither; 
  everything they do shall prosper. 
 

4 It is not so with the wicked; 
  they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 
 

5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, 
  nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 
 

6 For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, 
  but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.  
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1 Corinthians 15:12-20 
For Paul, the resurrection of Christ is the basis for Christian hope. Because Christ 
has been raised, those who are in Christ know that they too will be raised to a new 
life beyond death. 
 

12 Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say 
there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 If there is no resurrection of the dead, then 
Christ has not been raised; 14 and if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation 
has been in vain and your faith has been in vain. 15 We are even found to be 
misrepresenting God, because we testified of God that he raised Christ—whom he 
did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, 
then Christ has not been raised. 17 If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile 
and you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who have died in Christ have 
perished. 19 If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to 
be pitied. 20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those 
who have died. 

 

L: The word of the Lord.  
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE      
 

(The assembly stands as they are comfortable for the Gospel Acclamation and reading) 

 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.       
C:  Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

Luke 6:17-26 

After choosing his twelve apostles, Jesus teaches a crowd of followers about the 
nature and demands of discipleship. He begins his great sermon with surprising 
statements about who is truly blessed in the eyes of God. 
 

17 [Jesus] came down with [the twelve] and stood on a level place, with a great 
crowd of his disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and 
the coast of Tyre and Sidon.18 They had come to hear him and to be healed of their 
diseases; and those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. 19 And all in 
the crowd were trying to touch him, for power came out from him and healed all of 
them. 20 Then he looked up at his disciples and said: “Blessed are you who are poor,   
for yours is the kingdom of God. 21 “Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you 
will be filled. “Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh. 22 “Blessed are 
you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame you 
on account of the Son of Man. 23 Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely your 
reward is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets.24 “But 
woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation. 25 “Woe to you 
who are full now, for you will be hungry. “Woe to you who are laughing now, for 
you will mourn and weep. 26 “Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is 
what their ancestors did to the false prophets.”  

 
 

P: The Gospel of Our Lord.       
C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

HOMILY      
 
 
 
 

(Continued on next page) 
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(The assembly stands as they are comfortable) 
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY       “Light Dawns on a Weary World ” R726 

 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
   He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again; 
   He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
   the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 
 

(Response after each petition)  
 

P: God of grace,  
C:  hear our prayer. 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of  Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING   
 

OFFERTORY  (the assembly stands as they are comfortable and sings as the gifts are brought forward) 

Words: M F C Wilson. Text copyright 1988, Lorenz Publishing, All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
OneLicense.net #A-708789 
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P: Let us pray...God of grace, 
C: your love reaches to the heavens, and your abundance to the depths of the 

seas. Bless what we offer to your service: our gifts, our abilities, and our 
hearts. Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity, now and always. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

P: The Lord be with you.  
C:  And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts.  
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise…(concluding)…we praise your name and join their unending 
 hymn:        
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER/WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

P:  You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is 
the majesty of your glory. . .For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from 
this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.  

C: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 

C: Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and 
death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming 
again . . . To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in 
your holy church, now and forever. 

C: Amen, amen, amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P: Lord, remember us in your Kingdom and teach us to pray.  

 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, 
   forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

P: The joy of the Lord is our strength.  Come, eat this meal of gladness. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

(All who desire to receive Christ’s presence in bread and wine are welcome to participate in the Eucharist) 
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COMMUNION HYMN    “We Come to the Hungry Feast”   R479 

the assembly stands as they are comfortable) 

 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
 grace. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us pray...Nourishing God,  
C: at this table you have refreshed us with holy gifts of food and drink. 

Strengthen us for service, and send us out to embody your good news of 
liberation and healing for the sake of the world. In the name of Christ we 
pray, Amen. 

 

BLESSING 
P: The Spirit of the triune God + bless us with joy, anoint us with compassion, and 

send us in love.  
C: Amen. 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 
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SENDING HYMN             “We Know That Christ Is Raised”                   R449 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

P: Go in peace.  Prepare the way for Emmanuel.   C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POSTLUDE 

Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from OneLicense #A-708784. 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT GRACE LUTHERAN 
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  

We are glad to have you here worshiping with us.  For visitors, we would be glad to tell 
you more about Grace Lutheran and how we share God's love. Please leave the best way 
to contact you on the visitor sheets in the Sanctuary Narthex or the Office Lobby or use 
the bulletin and give it to an usher.  

 
 

COFFEE HOUR AFTER SUNDAY WORSHIP  
Join us for a time of fellowship with coffee/tea/juice and treats 

in the Fellowship Hall off the Office Lobby after our Sunday worship.  
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
In Memory of Richard Schaefer 

Given by Tim & Annie Schultz & Family 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS  
Kay Grove, Bill Whitscell, Don & Myra Cross, Adam Kamyszek, Kelly Pankey, Joanne 
Kindt, Eleanor Coddington, Sandy Malaski, Janet Chroninger, Bonnie Cross, Elfie 
Jahnke, Budd & Marlene Jobson, Don Barnard, Meredith Smith, Robert Larsen, Vicki 
Piontkowski, Elaine Hatch, Scott Lancaster, Dorothy Hansen, Larry & Emma Nelson, 
Michele Amelotte, Jim Malaski -- Joan Vanover, Clayton Peters, Bonnie Urlaub, Paige 
Lancewicz, Randy Thiem,  Mychele Allmacher, Danielle Lawrence, Bishop Emeritus 
Gary Hansen, Deborah Al-Duwaisan, Julie Stafford, Daphne Flack, Dixie Crevier, 
Brenda Donajkowski, Rev. Sarah Samuelson, Linda, Kaye Harry, Sandra Beck, Kevin 
Carlson, Laura Fettes (Don Cross’ granddaughter), Arlie Prevost, Donna Kendziorski, 
Jeff Kendziorski, Geraldine Rhoads, Herb Schiller, Ann Haske, Jimmy Lappan, Donna 
Hatch, Jordyn, Maggie, and Joseph Hansen.  
    

Our prayer list is redone each month. If you, or a family member, would like to continue 
on the prayer list, please call the office (354-2640).  
 
PRAYER PARTNERS 
From the LARCC (Lutheran, Anglican, Roman Catholic and Congregational UCC) 
parishes of Alpena, this weekend we pray for the Justice and Peace Efforts at First 
Congregational UCC. Our Synod Prayer Partners for this week: St. Thomas Ev. 
Lutheran Church/Cheboygan, Rev. David Hueter and Bishop Craig Satterlee and Synod 
Staff.  
 
PRAYER LETTERS 
Please sign the prayer letter(s) each week that we send out telling other churches and 
ministries they have been included in our prayers. Fill the page with our names. The 
letter(s) are on the podium by the table in the Office Lobby.  
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ADULT CHRISTIAN ED - FEBRUARY 16 
The Gospel of Luke 
Our Adult Christian Education (ACE) class continues on in reading the Gospel of Luke, 
bringing up questions, seeking answers and looking for connections/themes in the 
building story found there. Join us anytime as you can to learn more about the Gospel. 
We meet at 11 in the Lounge. 
 
FIRST COMMUNION 
God bless Beckett Granata, Hadleigh Suszek, Marco Wade and Owen Wade, who 
celebrated their First Communion on February 9th at our 9:30 a.m. worship service. 
 
RUTH CIRCLE 
The Ruth Circle will meet at 1:00 p.m. on Wednesday, February 19, in the lounge.  All 
women of Grace are welcome.  Please join us! 
 
2024 FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
The annual budget for Grace Lutheran last year was $246,288.  Total Giving came in at 
$240,657 which was a little short of budget.  On a positive note, total expenses were 
under budget by $14,100 and came in at $232,189. Also on the positive side, our 
account balances at year-end total $177,764 which is a gain from a year ago by $32,725. 
 
LITTLE FOOD PANTRY 
The LFP is asking for kids and adult socks donations for the month of February.  

 
THANK YOU! 
Thank you to everyone who helped make the Norwegian Meatball Luncheon a success 
by helping out and attending the lunch. We raised $2,755 towards our 150th fund. A 
special thank you to Mike & Donna Morgan, Joe & Dawn Gentry, Jeanne Pankey, and 
Pam Kirchoff for the help preparing and cleaning up; and Sandy Welch, Chris 
Christopherson, and Matt Haske for bringing delicious bread and dessert. We hope to do 
the event again next year! -- Anne Gentry  
 
LA FIRES 
Contributions for Disaster Recovery  
We will gather up collections during February to go to recovery efforts in LA from the 
devastation of the wildfires. To date we have collected $200. We will send the collection 
on to the N/WLMS or to Lutheran Disaster Relief at the end of February. 
 
2024 GIVING STATEMENTS AVAILABLE BY REQUEST 
Statements are now available.  Please call or email the office if you would like yours 
mailed or emailed to you. 
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2025 FLOWER CHART 
The 2025 flower chart is posted on the wall by the Office Lobby entrance. If you would 
like to place flowers on the altar, please sign the chart AND fill out an “Altar Flowers” 
form (located on the table by the flower chart) telling us what you would like 
printed in the bulletin. 
 
SUNDAY WORSHIP LIVESTREAMED AND RECORDED 
Our Sunday worship service is livestreamed, shown on the internet, as it is happening 
and recorded for viewing online later. People in the sanctuary attending the Sunday 
service may be seen as part of the livestream and recording. 
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HAPPENING THIS WEEK! 
  
 Sunday – 16th 

   8:50 am Choir Practice 
   9:00 am Sunday School 
   9:30 am Worship 
   11:00 am Adult CE - Lounge 
     
Monday - 17th 
   10am-noon Church Office Open 
                                      (please note shortened hours) 

   8am-2pm Kitchen Reserved 
        
Tuesday - 18th  
   8am-noon Church Office Open 
   9:00 am Quilting/Sewing 
   11:00 am Pastors Text Study - Lounge 
   6:00 pm Council 
       
 Wednesday - 19th 
   8am-noon Church Office Open 
   12-1:30 pm Fellowship Hall Reserved - 
     Book Club 
   1:00 pm Ruth Circle - Lounge 
   6:00 pm Bell Choir 
    
Thursday - 20th 
   8am-noon Church Office Open 
   8am-2pm Kitchen Reserved 
       
 Friday - 21st 
   8am-noon Church Office Open 
   8am-2pm Kitchen Reserved 
 
Saturday - 22nd 
   5:00 pm Worship  

 

SERVING FEBRUARY 15/16 
 
Ministers ........................................... God’s People 
Pastor...............................................Rev. Tom Orth 
Music Director ...................................... Claire Witt 
Recorded Accompaniment ..... ..Kat Tomaszewski 
Comm. Asst. ............ Audrey Garant, Wayne Lewis 
Lector .................................................. Ruby Haske 
Ushers ....................... Matt, Everett & Olivia Haske 
                                   Wayne Lewis (Saturday) 
Greeters  ............... Mary Rowader, Cindy Domrase 
Altar Guild ..........................................  Nancy Platt 
                       Cindy Domrase (Saturday Set Up) 
Livestream Team ..... Dawn Anderson, Jan Charter,   
                                   Don LaBarre, Alex Struble 
Counters .............. Wayne & Chris Christopherson, 
                                Darlene Freel 
Coffee Hour ................... .Adam & Sara Kamyszek 

 

SERVING FEBRUARY 22/23 
 
Ministers ........................................... God’s People 
Pastor...............................................Rev. Tom Orth 
Music Director ...................................... Claire Witt 
Recorded Accompaniment ..... ..Kat Tomaszewski 
Comm. Asst. ............ Audrey Garant, Wayne Lewis 
Lector ............................................. Cindy Domrase 
Ushers ....................... Matt, Everett & Olivia Haske 
                                   Wayne Lewis (Saturday) 
Greeters  ......................... Rick & Sharon Engstrom 
Altar Guild ..........................................  Nancy Platt 
                       Cindy Domrase (Saturday Set Up) 
Livestream Team ..... Dawn Anderson, Jan Charter,   
                                   Don LaBarre, Alex Struble 
Counters .............. Wayne & Chris Christopherson, 
                                Darlene Freel 
Coffee Hour ......................... .Joel & Cindy Suszek 

 

View our services 
on YouTube 

 

 

Large print worship folders & hearing 
assistance devices are available from ushers 

GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
119 W. Dunbar St., Alpena, MI  49707 

Phone:  Office  989-354-2640 
Web Site:  www.gracelutheran-alpena.org      

Give online at www.gracelutheran-alpena.org 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Thomas W. Orth 
Pastor’s Home   989-356-8729        Pastor’s Cell  Phone   989-916-8759 

E-mail:   
pastor@gracelutheran-alpena.org 

officemanager@gracelutheran-alpena.org 
 

 Find us on Facebook at ww.facebook.com/gracelutheranalpena 


